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THE 


PREFACE. 


Y the numberleſs Treatiſer that are every 
day coming out, and the many Commen- 
taries that Authors are continually publiſh- 
ing upon the Holy Scriptures, a Stranger 
to our moſt Holy Religion would very rea- 

ſonably imagine that its Divine Author had 
delivered his Doctrines in Terms the moſt 
obſcure and difficult -to be underſtood. 

But how great wou'd be his Aſtoniſhment, 
and how vaſt his Surpriſe, when, upon 
reading the ſacred Oracles themſelves, he 

ſhould find the Doctrines there taught to be 
the moft intelligible, and the Precepts given 
us for the Government of our Lives, to be 
expreſſed in the cleareſt and moſt plain Terms 
imaginable. Difficult would it indeed be for 
him to account for thoſe many impertinent 
publications as they would then ſeem to him, 
which are hourly ſwarming from our Preſſes, 
and which would appear to him to be as 
abſurd, as it would be to take a Candle in 
order to ſhew any man the Light of the 
Sun at noon-day. _ aa 

In this View would things appear, beheld 

only through the Mirror of Reaſon and Com- 

mon Senſe, to a perſon who ſhould be entirely 
A un- 
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unacquainted with: of Religion, and hike- 
wiſe with the tempers and diſpoſitions of its 
Profeſſors. But his Aftaniſhment wauld ſoon 
abate, 'or rather would have ſhifted it its S cene, 
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when he * uld have been made rtf 
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ee Fo 9, the bow Fork, Rs end, th. 
neſs are ſo far obſcured thereby, that the 
ind! Ferent, careleſs and un able, or fuch \ as 
are of any other faulty, Dijpojition of Mind, 
will be very liable in their faurney to Hap- 
paneſs, to deviate from, the Path of Truth, 
the direct Road leading to it, and inſenibly | 
to fall into the Windings of Error and De- 
lulion, in which the þ 53d they travel, the. 
more Intricacies will they meet with, and al 
length perceive to their utter Shame and 
D 1Jappointment” that Miſer) is the End of 
their Progreſs. 

As Herehes have 75 15 b the Corruption of 
human Nature ariſen in the Church of Chrift,. 


the. Abettors thereof are continually en- 


deavorin to 7 22 S ſs them a bi Minds 
of their } fellow 2 


en. „. 


. | they 


PREFAGE. | 
they are more agreeable to the Goſpel 9 
C brif how the Doctrines they now . than 
To confirm this their Aſſertion, they produce 
particular paſſages out of the ſacred Writ mgs, 
which, when taken apart by themſelves, 
without conſidering the Connection they bear 
with /ome of the preceeding ones, or with 
thoſe that follow, may perhaps ſeem at firſt 
fight to favor the Dactrine they are deſirous 
of eſtabliſhing, which, i, a together, 
would have admitted of a quite different 
Conſtructian. By this means they often 
enſnare thoſe of weak Minds and low Unger- 
ſtandings, and even ſometimes thoſe of ſuperior 
Abilities, who, thro' neglecting to make a 
due and impartial Examination, are often 
led to eſpouſe opinians directly oppoſite to the 
Deorines of the Goſpel, which had they 
with care and attention examined, it is to be 
evaritably haped, they would not ſo eaſily 
have embraced. 

In this firuation of affairs it ſurely be- 
comes every true and ſincere Chriſtian, more 
eſpecially thoſe who are ſet apart for the 
Edification and Inſiruction of all others in 
true Chriſtian Knowledge, to endeavour to 
lead back thoſe of their Brethren, whom 
they behold wandering in the intricate Mages 
of Error, into the plain Road of Truth, 
by explaining the nature and tendency of 
thoſe Dottrines they have given Credit to 
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F PREFACE. 
upon the faith only of others, ſhewing their 
Inconfiftency with the precepts of the Goſpel, 
and hsw much they tend in their own nature 
to deſtroy the end and defign of it, which 
was the promoting and eſtabliſhing among ſt 
Mankind true Piety and Virtue. 

Among ft the many deluſive opinions that have 
been publiſhed, there have ſcarce been any 
more deſtructive and pernicious, direct Inſi- 
delity and Atheiſm excepted, than thoſe 
broached of late years by ſome of our modern 
Enthufiaſts, which, thou 85 they may at 
firſt ſight appear very fair and ſpecious, 
and by miſconſtruction of ſome particular 
texts, may be fancied to have a Foundation 
in Scripture, are yet, when more maturely 
conſidered and examined into, found to be en- 
tirely ſubverſive of the practice of all moral 
Duties, nay of the excellency and virtue of 
Faith itſelf, which, to have any real worth 
in it, muſt be the affettion of a Mind freely 
left to afſent to the ſufficient Grounds on 
which it reſts. 


To obviate, if he could, the evil tendency 


Such opinions might have upon the unwary 


and unlearned mind, was the deſign of the 
Author, in firſt writing and afterwards pub- 
liſhing the following Letters. They were ori- 
ginally intended for a particular friend unhap- 
pily inclined to the Errors here endeavoured to 
be confuted, but for ſome private Reaſons none 
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PR E F A C E. i 
of them were ſent him, except the firſl. But 
as the Purport of them is univerſal, and 
therefore concerns every perſon who is inclin- 
ed to recerue for Truth any of thoſe Errors, 
They being intended to expoſe and ſhew the 
fallity of, he thought them not improper to be 
publiſhed. The Rule he has followed to judge 
of thoſe Doctrines by, are, the Holy Scriv- 
tures, not entirely relying upon our pn) 
tion of them, but having recourſe to the ori- 
ginal language in which they were written. 
He has likewiſe conſidered the opinions and 
ſentiments of moſt of thoſe Commentators and 
Drvines, whoa have at all treated upon the 
Subject; being opinion that the ſentiments. 
of theſe learned Men, ſo far as they were con- 
formable to the Holy Scriptures, would be of 
ſervice to confirm any thing he ſhall have 
delivered. This he did with the greater 
Pleaſure, as it gave him an opportunity of 
ſhewing the publick, that be did not blindly. 
follow his own Interpretations of the Scrip- 
tures, but as far as his Judgment would al- 
low him, be endeavoured firſt to diſcover 
which was moſt agreeable to Reaſon and 
common Senſe as well as the known Attri- . 
butes of the Almighty, and then explain 
them to others to whom ſuch a Diſcover | 
might not only be agreeable, but uſeful. | 
For it is an undoubted Fact, That though 
our moſt holy Religion requires us to believe 
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x PREFACE. 
ſome Dottrines that are above Reaſon, and 
obliges us to give our unfeigned aſſent to 
them, as being aſſured they were dittated 
by the Spirit of Truth'; becauſe, though we 
cannot now clearly comprehend their nature 
and reaſon, through the manifold Infirmi- 
ties of our Fleſh, yet hereaffer when we 
ſhall have laid afide this our mortal frame, 
we ſhall then clearly diſcern their Truths 
and Neceſſity : Tet at the ſame time it by no 
means allows us to admit of any that are 
contradictory to Reaſon, or in the leaſt de- 
gree repugnant to thoſe Attributes of the 
Divine Nature, ſuch as his Fuſtice, Good- 
neſs, Mercy and Wiſdom ; becaufe all fuch 

Doctrines as contraditt theſe eſſentials of 
Religion natural as well as revealed, we muſt 
be fenſiblè cannot be true, and therefore muſt 
in all reſpett be repugnant to that Religion, 
whoſe Dottrines and Precepts were, as we 4 
little above obſerved, didtated by the Spirit 
of Truth. 

To the above Letters the Author has ſub- 
joined four Sermons preached upon publick 
occaſions, ſubmitting them to the peruſal of 
the Publick, as the Doctrine contained in 
them, may not be improper to be inculcated 
upon the Minds of People at a time, when 
things of a ſacred and ſerious Nature are 
wanted to be more Warmly impreſſed than they 
well can, only by once hearing from the Pulpit. 

LE T- 
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LETTER I. 
On PREDESTINATION. 


' Dear Sin, 
F\HOUGH it ought to be the pre- 
rogative of true friendſhip to inform 

each other of any faults, and to 
give.a gentle admonition concerning them; 
yet I am at the ſame time ſenſible that we 
are thereby more like to looſe than reclaim 
a friend, which is owing partly to the 
delicate nature of the taſk, and partly to 
the ſometimes ungentle, and perhaps, too 
officious manner of giving Reproots. Self 
partiality is too apt to cauſe every one to 
imagine his own opinions and ſentiments 
of things to be right and his Neighbour's 
wrong, and to think that man imperti- 
nently ſevere who ſhall pretend to-con- 
demn them. In things of an indifferent 
nature, by which I mean things of little 
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moment or concern to mankind in general, 
with regard either to their temporal or 
eternal Welfare; for any perſons to be ſo 
{tiff in their Judgments concerning them, 
as on no account whatever to give over 
contending for their opinion, tho they are 
ſure by ſuch obſtinacy to riſk the loſs of 
their Friends; ſuch perſons diſcover @ bad 
temper, and but little depth of either 
reaſon or judgment. But, when a dif- 
ference of opinion happens to be eon- 
cerning any of the eſſentials of Religion, 
in which net only the eternal Intereſts of 
our friend, but of Mankind in general are 
concerned; then it becomes the duty of 
every ſincere friend, to warn the other of 
his Miſtake, and if poſſible, to convince 
him of the error he is in; in which, it 
he ſhould not be ſo happy as to ſucceed, 
then to caution others how far they lend 
an ear to him, leſt they alſo be drawn 
into the ſame dangerous opinion. I fay, 
this duty is incumbent upon every man; 
upon every ſincere friend in particular; 
but it is a much more incumbent duty 
upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel; whoſe 
office St. Paul informs us, in his II. epiſt. 
to Timothy, iv. 2. is to reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long ſuffering and doc- 
trine ; or as the original word, 9:9zx1,* would 
be better rendered, inſtruction: with all 
gen- 


(13) 
gentleneſs to inſtruct thoſe, eſpecially if 
they be any of our Brethren in the Mini- 
ſtry, who oppoſe themſelves, i. e. who 
are in any dangerous error; that they may 
recover themſelves out of the Snare of 
the Devil, who are taken captive by him 
at his Will. * : 
HAvix thus prefaced the deſign of 
this Letter, I hope, I may preſume to enter 
upon the taſk, which a true and very ſin- 
cere friendſhip has induced me to under- 
take, viz. to point out to you, with all 
the Candour and Impartiality in my power, 
thoſe errors and miſtakes in ſome religious 
points, which, I think, you have em- 
braced, and which appear to me to be of 
a very dangerous and pernicious Conſe- 
quence, not only to yourſelf, but like- 
- wile to the flock committed to your Care, 
as I have been informed you make no 
ſcruple of preaching the fame. But if, 
notwithſtanding my Apology, you ſhall 
think me to have been too officious in thus 
informing you of them, I ſhall be con- 
cerned that you ſhould put ſuch an In- 
terpretation upon my Intentions, which 
I afſure you, are ſincere and upright; and 
therefore ſhall have the pleaſure to think 
that I have herein difcharged both my duty 
and my conſcience. All I have further 
to obſerve, before I enter upon the ſubject 


of 
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of my Letter, is, that if you ſhall find 
me aſſerting any thing which contradicts 
the true meaning of Scripture, the only 
rule that a Chriſtian ought to be directed 
by in his examination of any Doctrine of 
Religion, and which it is my intention, 
through the blefſing of God, here to 
obſerve, but which, though never ſo care- 
ful, I may yet miſtake, I beg as a favor 
that you would inform me of it, and I 
ſhall upon ſuch Conviction moſt willingly 
retract my opinion and the interpretation, 
on which it was founded, ſo ſoon as it is 
proved to be wrong, and with the greateſt 
readineſs embrace that which ſhall be pro- 
ved to me to be the true one. 

To begin then with the Subject of my 
Letter. I have been informed that you 
hold that inexplicable and truly unſcriptural 
Doctrine of Predeſtination, not as it is 
defined by the Articles of our Church, 
but in its moſt extenſive ſenſe, as embraced 
by the moſt rigid Predeſtinarians; the Con- 
ſequence of which is, that you deny the 
Doctrine of univerſal Redemption, or in 
other words, aſſert that our bleſſed Lord 
intended by his Death to ſave only a few, 
viz. the elect, and determined to leave the 
reſt of mankind in the ſame deſperate ſtate 
they would have been in had he not taken 
upon him our Nature, and ſuffered in our 
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ſtead; in which they muſt continue to all 
eternity, as they are diſabled from per- 
forming any acts of Righteouſneſs where- 
by to entitle themſelves to the merits of 
Chriſts Death, the Almighty having de- 
creed, before their very Birth, to condemn 
them. This Doctrine in the latitude here 
deſcribed, undeniably taxes the Supreme 
Being with the greateſt cruelty and in- 
Juſtice imaginable, and is therefore moſt 
impiouſſy blaſphemous and prophane. 

THe firſt Text I ſhall mention, which 
you have, it ſeems, quoted in order to ſup- 
port this Doctrine, according to the latitude 
above defcribed, is ont of Ads 11. 47. 
And the Lord added to the Church daily 
ſuch as ſhould be faved, i. e. ſay you, thoſe 
whom he had decreed to fave, leaving the 
reſt of Mankind to abide eternal Wrath. 
This Text at firſt appearance, according 
as it ſtands in our tranſlation, may perhaps 
bear ſuch an Interpretation ; thoſe there- 
fore who are unacquainted with the original 
may be excuſed, if put to a ftand, not 
knowing what to anſwer, when informed 
that this Doctrine 1s to be proved from 
the above and other paſſages of Scripture. 
But we, my friend, who are inſtracted, 
or at leaſt ought to be, in the original 
Language in which the Scriptures were 
written, ſhould turn to them in that Lan- 
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guage, and examine whether the tranſlation 
we have of them be agreeable to the Con- 
ſtruction of that Language or not. For 
though our tranſlation of the Scriptures 
be upon the whole a moſt excellent one; 
yet, as the perſons concerned in it were 
men like ourſelves, conſequently fallible, 
and therefore liable to error, they might, 
partly thro” prejudice, in favor of ſome 
particular doctrine they had eſpouſed, 
which they would therefore endeavor to 
eſtabliſh, and partly thro' a wrong appre- 
henſion of the meaning of the original, 
give ſuch a tranſlation of it, as they would 
either chooſe they ſhould, or at leaſt 
thought they ought to bear. When there- 
fore we duly conſider theſe particulars, if 
we find any paſſage ſo tranſlated, that by 
its conſtruction it eſtabliſhes a Doctrine 
repugnant either to the nature or attributes 
of God, ſuch as his Unity, his Juſtice, 
his Mercy, &c. we ought in this caſe im- 
mediacely to turn to the original, and 
examine whether ſuch a tranſlation be 
agreeable to it or not; and I make no 
doubt upon all ſuch occaſions we ſhall 
find therefrom abundant and ample ſatiſ- 
faction. To apply then what has been 
ſaid to the caſe before us. In this paſſage, 
which I have cited out of the Acts, as 
it ſtands according to our tranſlation, a 
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Doctrine, I ſay, may perhaps be eſtabliſh- 
ed upon it, wholly repugnant to the Di- 
vine Juſtice, Mercy and Wiſdom. For 
can we imagine it conſiſtent with any of 
thoſe Attributes, that the infinitely wiſe, 
merciful and juſt God ſhould decree, with- 
out any conſideration of Qualifications 
good or bad on the fide of the party, to 
ele& one man to eternal Life, i. e. with- 
out any will or deſire of his own to in- 
fluence him by an irreſiſtible Grace to per- 
form ads of Righteouſneſs, in order to 
entitle him to the merits of Chriſt, and 
thereby qualify him for eternal Happineſs. 
And that the God of Mercies ſhould on 
the other hand condemn another to all 
eternity for doing what he knew the 
wretched Creature could not avoid, with- 
out his aſſiſting grace to prevent him, 
which however at the ſame time he had 
determined not to impart to him. This 
is the Doctrine of Predeſtination in its 
full extent, which I have with great con- 
cern been informed you not only moſt 
firmly believe yourſelf, but endeavor alſo 
to impreſs it upon others. Now the 
tranſlation of this Paſſage, I think, is 
erroneous ; for if we examine the original, 
we ſhall find, without any wreſting of 
the words, that they will bear another 


Conſtruction, which, if it ſhall be found 
not 
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not to be contradictory to the Attributes of 
the Divine Being, as the other certainly is, 
we ſhould then give the Preference to it. 
Now, by the law of our Reaſon, we are 
better enabled to judge of Juſtice, Mercy 
and Wiſdom, as they have Relation to 
the Supreme Being, than we are at pre- 
fent, or perhaps ever ſhall be, concerning 
the Decrees of his Providence. Becauſe, 
from the knowledge of the one, we are 
to direct and form our own practice and 
behaviour in this Life, ſo as, thro” the 
Merits of our bleſſed Saviour, to be at 
laſt thought worthy of Inheriting eternal 
Life; it was therefore neceſſary we ſhould 
have certain knowledge of them. But, 
as our being acquainted with the other 
would have tended to no better purpoſe 
but to perplex us in our Duty, and fill our 
minds with imaginary fears and doubts, 
our faculties being, whilſt we are in theſe 
corruptible Bodies, by the law of our 
Nature ſo confined, that it is utterly im- 
poſſible for us perfectly to comprehend 
them. God has therefore, in infinite 
Compaſſion to us, thought proper to con- 
ceal them from us. To proceed then to 
a Conſideration of the Text before us. 
The Words in the original are as follows: 
o % \Kypros Tipoothiber Toys cwCopmors Kal nut 
n eU t Now what Reaſon can be 
given 


( 19.) 
given why the word cups, ought 
to be tranſlated ſhould be ſaved? I 
muſt , own, I can ſee none; for as it 


is the participle of the preſent Tenſe, 


paſſive Voice, the Words ſhould be rend- 
ered, were ſaved; i. e. thoſe who bein . 
convinced of the Truth of that Doctrine 


the Apoſtle had juſt been preaching, and 


having laid aſide. all prejudices, had em- 


braced. the ſame; God confirmed them 
thro Grace in the Belief thereof, *: and 
theſe were added to the Church or number 
of true Believers. This appears to me to 
be the moſt plain and natural Conſtruction 


of theſe Words of the Divine Hiſtorian, 


according as they ſtand in the original 
Language, in which there is 1 1 
think, repugnant either to the natural 


notions God has implanted in us of his 


Nature and Attributes, or to what the 
Holy Scriptures have revealed concerning 
them. [But ſuppoſing this Verb had been 
written in the ſecond Aoriſt of the Poten- 
tial Mood, there would then have been no 
occaſion . for rendering it they ſhould, be. 


ſaved; 


* At v. 40 St. Peter exhorts them SAYING SAVE. 
YOURSELVES FROM THIS UNTOWARD GENERA- 
T10N, the g@Goperove. then at v. 47. were ſuch as had 
taken his Advice, and. were eſcaped from the perilous 
Situation they were, before in, THEY THAT GLADLY 


RECEIVED His WoRD (as they are deſcribed at v. 41) 
AND WERE BAPTIZED. 
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for it would have been equally agreeable 
to the ſenſe of that tenſe, and much more 
ſo both to Scripture and Reaſon to have 
rendered it thus; and the Lord added to 
the Church daily ſuch as would be faved ; 
in which ſenſe Beza has tranſlated it, Do- 
minus autem addebat quotidie Eccleſia qui 
ſalvi fierent. According to this Tranſlation 
the meaning 1s, thoſe who being convinced 
of the Truth of the Apoſtles Doctrine, 
immediately laid afide their former preju- 
dices, and acknowledged Chriſt to be the 
Meſſiah, the Son of God, and were, by 
continuing ſtedfaſt in that Faith, rendered 
Objects of Divine Favor, and conſequently 
capable of obtaining eternal Life.] Hav- 
ing, I ſhould hope, ſufficiently cleared 
this Text from that erroneous Interpre- 
tation which has been too common- 
ly put upon it, I proceed now to con- 
ſider that Paſſage of Holy Writ, where it 
is faid, the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
or Pharaoh's heart was hardened, ſo that 
he would not let the People go ; and again, 
that the Lord hardened his heart, ſo that 
he purſued after them : and yet we after- 
wards read, that he puniſhed him and his 
people, by drowning them in the Red Sea, 
for performing that which, according to 
the Interpretation of theſe Expreſſions, 
they could not help doing, or were com- 
| 8 8 pelled 
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pelled to do; a Doctrine ſo repugnant to 
Truth and Reaſon, as it contradicts the 
Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs, that we 
muſt either renounce the Ideas or Notions 
God has implanted in us of thoſe Attri- 
butes, or elſe examine whether the words 
will not bear another Conftruction; which, 
upon an impartial examination, I make 
no queſtion we ſhall find to be the caſe. 
Now the Phraſe, the Lord , hardened 
Pharaoh's heart, fignifies no more than 
that the Lord permitted Pharaoh to har- 
den his own heart, accordingly it is in 
{ome places expreſſed by, the Lord har- 
dened Pharaoh's heart, and in others by, 
Pharaoh hardened his heart, (compare 
Exodus c. vii. v. Xx. and xxiii, with Pa- 
tricks Note, c. vill, v. XV. and xxxii. 
c. ix. v. Vii. and xxxiv. and c. x. v. xx) 
1. e. in other words, as Pharaoh had 
withſtood the Conviction of his own 
mind, and had paid no regard to the Divine 
Judgments, but on each Reſpite indulged 
him, tinned yet more, had reliſted every 
overture of Grace that had been oftered 
to him, God then withdrew the Influence 
of his Holy Spirit, and gave him up to 
his own corrupt Imaginations, that he 
might fill up the meaſure of his Iniquity, 
and thereby become a Veilel of Wrath 
fitted to Deſtruction. And that this is 
B the 
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the Senſe we are to take thoſe Phraſes 
in, appears clearly from Exodus viii. xv. 
where the Divine Hiſtorians informs us, 
that when Pharaoh ſaw there was a reſpite, 
and that the Lord had deſtroyed the Frogs 
out of the Land, he hardened his heart, 
and hearkened not unto them, 1. e. he 
kept not his word with Moſes and Aaron, 
that he wou'd let the People go on their 
intreating God to take away the Frogs 
v. 8. The Effect of theſe wondrous 
Inflictions ceaſed as ſoon as ever he got 
rid of them, tho' they muſt have prevailed 
over any mind leſs under the Sway of 
Wickedneſs. But his Pride and Covetouſ- 
neſs reviv'd immediately upon every Re- 
ſpite, got the better of all his paſt fears, 
and hurried him on to gratify their de- 
mands at any rate. God therefore in this 
Caſe permitted Pharach to harden his 
heart, in the ſame manner, as he after- 
wards gave leave to Balaam to go with 
the Meſſengers of Balak. For as that 
Prophet, tho' he was ſenſible his Jour- 
ney wou'd be diſpleaſing to God, as he 

was going to curſe that people whom 
God, if they continued obedient to his 
Law, had determined to bleſs, was yet 
reſolved to purſue his Courſe for the ſake 
of the Reward that Balak King of Moab 
had offered him; ſo here Pharaoh, tho' 


he 
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he was conſcious it muſt be diſpleaſing 
to God to detain his People any longer, 
inaſmuch as the Almighty had atready 
teſtified his Diſpleaſure thereat, by the 
Judgments he had inflicted upon him 
and his People for having detained them 
ſo long, in defiance of his Command to 
the contrary, was yer determined to with- 
ſtand all ſuch Conviction, and not ſuffer 
Iſrael to depart, becauſe of the temporal 
advantage that accrued to him and his 
Subjects from their Labors. For Pharaoh 
too well knew, from the workings of 
his own heart, that he had reſiſted every 
means of Grace that had been offered 
him, elſe he might reaſonably with Juſtice, 
have thus argued with the Almighty. 
Why doſt thou demand thy People of 
me, and puniſh me with thy Judgments 
for not diſmiſſing them, when, at the 
ſame time, by thy over ruling power, 
thou hindereſt me from obeying ſuch thy 
Command? Such, I fay, might with great 
Propriety, have been Pharaoh's reply upon 
this occaſion, had he found himſelf over 
ruled by a ſuperior power which obliged 
him to act contrary to the orders that 
were ſent him. But how different, from 
a Conſciouſneſs of his own pervertenets, 
is his Behaviour upon this Occaſion. 
While God was inflicting his Judgements 
B 2 upon 
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upon him and his People for their ob- 
ſtinacy and rebellion, the fear of the 
Lord then mollified his heart; and he 
ſent for Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid unto 
them; „I have ſinned this time; the Lord 
is righteous, and I and my People are 
wicked.” Here we find by his own Con- 
feſſion, that he was very ſenſible that 
it was owing to themſelves, that he and 
his Subjects with ſuch obſtinacy refuſed 
to obey the Divine Command, and not 
to any over-ruling Act of God's Provi- 
dence. He therefore proceeds to beg of. 
Moſes that he wou'd intreat the Lord to 
withdraw his avenging hand; for it 1s 
enough, he ſays, i. e. I am ſufficient- 
ly convinced of the great folly and im- 
piety that I and my People have been 
guilty of in diſobeying the Commandment 
of the Lord; if therefore by your Prayers 
you will turn away the Divine Diſplea- 
ſure, and thereby remove from me and 
my People the mighty thunderings and 
hail, then I will no longer diſobey the 
Command of God, but will let you de- 
part and ye ſhall ſtay no longer. Here is, 
I think, a plain and open confeſſion of 
his own and his People's guilt, in having 
detained the Iſraelites contrary to the ex- 
preſs Command of God, and that it was 
wholly their own act, in having reſiſted 
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the means of Grace that was offered 
them, and thereby withſtood the Con- 
viction of their own minds. And there- 
fore upon their perfiſting in their dit- 
obedience, after God had removed from 
them the plague of hail, the Divine 
Hiſtorian inform us, that he ſinned yet 
more, and hardened his heart, he and 
his Servants; not God hardened it, but 
they themſelves. Therefore after ſuch 
repeated Provocations, God might con- 
ſiſtently with the ſtricte* rules of Juſtice, 
withdraw from them the Influences of 
his Holy Spirit, and ſuffer them, with- 
out any farther Reſtraint, to fill up the 
Meaſure of their Iniquity, and thereby 
at laſt to procure the Glory of Con- 
queror to himſelf. Which Conſideration, 
I think, explains to us that declaration 
of the Almighty quoted by St. Paul, in 
chap. ix. of his Epiſtle to the Romans. 
And in very deed, for this cauſe have I 
raiſed thee up, for to ſhew in thee my 
power, and that my name may be ex- 
alted in all the Earth, 1. e. as you have 
withſtood every means of Grace that I 
have offered, I will by my Judgments 
make you ſenſible, that I, who at firſt 
raiſed thee to the Throne of Egypt, do 
now ſuffer you to continue thereon, that 


thro' your obſtinacy I may exert my 
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Power and eſtabliſh my Authority over 
the Gods of Egypt, and cauſe you and 
all the nations around you to confeſs 
that there is no other God in all the 
World, except the God of Iſrael. I 
hope what I have here laid down will in 
ſome meaſure explain to you the true 
meaning and purport of thoſe Phraſes in 
Scripture of God's hardening Pharaoh's 
h-art, and the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and that nothing in this whole 
tranſaction appears to contradict the Di- 
vine Juſtice. As to the Text of St. Paul, 
in his abovementioned Epiitle, ix. xvii. 
Therefore hath he Mercy on whom he 
will have Mercy, and whom he will he 
hardeneth, is not ſpoken of any particular 
Perſon, but of Nations in general, and 
the expreſſion Mercy here made uſe of, 
does not ſignify any inward grace, but is 
meant, his being bountitul in his outward 
Diſpenſations of Power, Greatneſs, and 
Protection to one People above another, 
as it is plain from the preceding Verſes. 
I would have given you a paraphraſe of 
this Paſſage, was it not much better done 
to my hands by the late learned and cele- 
brated Mr. Locke, from whom I ſhall 
here beg leave to tranſcribe it. There- 
fore that his Name and Power may be 


known, and taken Notice of in the 
World 
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World, he is kind and bountiful to one 
Nation, and lets another go on obſtinately 
in oppoſition, that his taking them off 
by ſome ſignal calamity and ruin, brought 
on them by the viſible effects of his Pro- 
vidence, may be ſeen and acknowledged 
to be an effect of their ſtanding out 
againſt him, as in the caſe of Pharaoh. 
In the end, he is bountiful to whom he 
will or pleaſes to be bountiful; and 
whom he wiil, he permits to make ſuch 
an uſe of his forbearance towards them, 
as to perſiſt obdurate in their provocation 
of him, and draw on themſelves exem- 
plary deſtruction. This, Sir, is Mr. 
Locke's Paraphraſe, the clearneſs and 
perſpicuity of which will, I hope, appear 
as evident to you and give you the ſame 
ſatisfaction as it has done me. There 
are many more Arguments ſtill remaining 
to be produced to corroborate the Truth 
of what I have here delivered; but as I 
have already exceeded the bounds of a 
common Letter, I ſhall for the preſent 
poſtpone the Undertaking. In the mean 
time I remain, 
Dear Sir, 
With the greateſt Sincerity, 

Yours, &c. 

Torcrorr, June 30, 1705. 
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DE AR SIR, 


1 Now proceed to conſider thoſe par- 
culars which the Limits of my laſt 


Letter would not permit me to ſpeak, 10 


which I ſhall endeavor to do, with the 
ſame Candor and Impartiality hat I there 
made uſe of. Having already ſhewn that 
the Doctrine of Predeſtination in an un- 
limited Senſe, could not be ſupported 
or proved by thoſe Paſſages of Scripture 
which I in that conſidered; I will now 
proceed to conſider the Doctrine of Uni- 
verſal Redemption, which, when I have 
done, I will endeavor to ſhew that Pre- 
deſtination in a confined Senſe, is not in- 


compatible with it. 


FRoM every part of the New Teſtament 
it appears evident to me, that our Bleſſed 
Lord died in order to ſave the whole 
race of Mankind; or in other Words, 

that 
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that the merits of his Death ſhould be 
imputed to all who performed the Will 
of God, not to them only who were 
bound under the Goſpel Covenant, but to 
thoſe likewiſe who live according to that 
Light God has afforded them, though 
they have never heard of Chriſt. Miſ- 
take me not, I do not ſay to them who 
have known the Goſpel, or might have 
come to the Knowledge of it, but yet 
rejected its Light, and directed their Lives 
only according to the inferior Light of 
Nature; but to thoſe to whom God in 
his Divine Wiſdom did not think fit to 
impart the Knowledge of the Superior 
Light, nor yet the means of attaining 
it, but who had acted according to the 
Rule of that Light he had given them, 
and, as far as they were able, had always 
endeavored to preſerve a Conſcience void 
of offence, both towards God and tow- 
ards Man. This 1s, I think, agreeable to 
what St. Paul ſays, 8 Rom. 32. He who 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how ſhail he not with him 
alſo freely give us all things. And agun 
in his 11it Epiſtle to Tim. II. 4. 5. 6. he 
ſays, Who will have all Men to be Javed, 
and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
for there is one God, and one Mediator be- 


tween God and Men, the Man, Chriſt 
Feſus, 
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Jeſus, who gave himſe f a Ranſom for all, 
to be teſtified in due time. Now here I 
am ſenſible you will immediately object 
to me, that in order that Men ſhould be 
faved, they muſt come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth: True, I grant it you; 
but what is that Truth? To them who 
have the Goſpel preached unto them, that 
is the Truth they muſt come to the Know- 
ledge of, and put in Practice; neither will 
any other inferior Light, which before was 
all they could arrive at, then ſtand them in 
any Stead, when having the Advantages of 
a ſuperior Light, they wilfully ſhut their 
Eyes, and refuſe being directed by it; 
agreeable to which is what our Saviour 
ſays, 15 St. John, 22. I had not come 
and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
Sin ; but now they have no Cloak for their 
Sin. But the Light of Nature is the 
Truth to them, to whom God in his 
infinite Wiſdom has not thought fit to 
impart the Light of Revelation, and they 
who have acted according to that Light 
of Conſcience which God has given them, 
and therefore are a law unto themſelves, 
which ſhew the Work of the Law writ- 
ten in their Hearts, their Conſcience allo 


bearing them witneſs, ſhall partake of the 


Benefits of that Sacrifice, whoſe efficacy 
reaches not only forward to the end of 
Time 
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Time, but backward to the foundation 
of the World. To ſum up the whole in 
the following Inſtance. The Roman 
Centurion Cornelius, recorded by St. Luke 
in his Acts of the Apoſtles, chap. 10. 
1s mentioned by the Divine Hiſtorian, as 
being, before his Converſion to Chriſ- 
tianity, a devout Man, and one who 
feared God with all his Houle, who gave 
much Alms to the People, and prayed to 
God always. This, I meke no doubt, 
you will allow to be the Character of a 
good, religious, charitable Man, of one 
who acted according to the Dictates of 
his own Conſcience, and whoſe heart could 
therefore aſſure him, that he was ac- 
ceptable in the Sight of God. Now, 
had it pleaſed Providence that this good 
Man ſhould have died without his ever 
coming to the Knowledge of the Goſpel, 
can we imagine that that Divine Being 
whoſe Mercies are infinite, and over all 
his Works, would have condemned him 
for not believing in that Religion of the 
Truth of which he had not been informed ; 
or that the Merits of our Lords Death 
would not have been imputed to him, 
becauſe he had not been baptized in the 
Name of him of whom he had never 
heard? May we not here with great 


propricty, join with the Patriarch Abra- 
| ham, 
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ham, in ſaying, That be far from thee to 
do after this Manner, to flay the Righteous 


with the wicked, and that the Righteous 


ſhould be as the wicked, that be far from 


thee; ſhall not the Fudge of all the Earth 
do right? But then on the other hand 
I aftirm, that after God had ſent his 
Angel to Cornelius to inform him that his 
Righteouſneſs was accepted before him, 
and as a proof of it, he intended him 
the Honor to be the firſt Fruits of the 
Gentiles, in embracing that Light of the 
Goſpel, and therefore commanded him 
to ſend for St. Peter, whom he had com- 
miſſioned to preach Jeſus Chri/t unto him; 
and after the Apoſtle had come and ex- 
plained to him the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and had ſhewn him the neceſſity he was 
under to embrace it, and be baptized in 
the Name of Chrift, he had caſt the 
Word of God behind his back, and re- 
jected the Doctrine of our Saviour thro' 
carnal pride and obſtinacy, eſteeming that 
which was in Truth the Wiſdom of God 
to be only the fooliſhneſs of Preaching ; 
or elſe had paid no regard to the Heavenly 
Viſion, but eſteemed it only a vain de- 
luſion of his fancy, tho' he had ſufficient 
evidence to the contrary, and which in 
any other caſe he would have accounted 
as ſuch; I ſay, that in either of theſe 


caſes 
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caſes he would by ſuch a Conduct have 


ceaſed to have been the good Man he was, 
and all his former righteouſneſs would 
have become as nothing ; neither for the 
future would either his Prayers or his 
Alms been equally acceptable in the fight 
of God, fince they would have wanted 
that principal Ingredient to render them 
ſuch, viz. Faith in his Promiſes. See 
this Argument very fully and beautifully 
handled by Dr. Sherlock, late Biſhop of 
London, in the 12th Diſcourſe of the firſt 
Volume of his Sermons. Page 327. 
HavinG thus, I ſhould hope, clearly 
ſhewn you froth Scripture the Doctrine 
of Univerſal Redemption, let us now con- 
ſider a little, whether this be not moſt 
agreeable to the nature and attributes of 
the Divine Being. We believe, I will 
ſuppoſe, God to be the Creator of all 
things, and that there is no other Being 
of infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
beſides Him. It is therefore inconſiſtent 
with reaſon to imagine any thing that is 
created, to have been created without 
Him. From the Unity then of the Divine 
Nature it muſt neceſſarily follow, that he 
is the Father of us all. Indeed, was it 
conſiſtent with any of the firſt principles 
of Reaſon to imagine, that there could 
be more Gods than one, then we might 


ſuppoſe 


CET 
ſuppoſe that one part of Mankind was the 


production of one, and another part of 


another, and ſo on infinitum. But in 
that caſe that beautiful order and regularity 
which we may now obſerve in the World, 
and that exact Symmetry which we may 
perceive to have been preſerved throughout 
the whole, would then have been entirely 
deſtroyed. For if one was either greater 
or leſs than another, he would either 
counteract or be counteracted ; or elle 
ſuppoſing one equal to the other, that 
would only have produced a ſtate of in- 
action throughout the whole We muſt 
therefore, from the preſent Scene of 
things, acknowledge ks the Scriptures 
require us to believe, that there is only 
one God, who is the omnipotent Creator 
of all things. Again, we believe that 
this ſame Divine Being is infinitely good, 
juſt and merciful; for this every work of 
Nature ſhews him to be, ſince his Good- 
neſs is manifeſt over all his Works. Un- 
leſs we have therefore this faith, our meer 
belief in God will be of little avail. 
Now can we think it conſiſtent with any 
of the Attributes, that he ſhould from 
all eternity determine to render one part 
of his Creation capable of attaining eternal 


Happineſs, and to condemn the other 
part to everlaſting Miſery, without wood + o/ 2 | 
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Having performed any thing to merit the 
one, or to deſerve the other? No, in- 
finite Wiſdom could never intend any 
thing ſo repugnant to his Juſtice or his 
Goodneſs, Beſides, can we imagine that 
God would have ſent his only begotten 
Son, to take upon him our Nature and to 
ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, in order only 
to ſave a part of Mankind? How does 
ſuch a Suppoſition diminiſh the Divine 
Mercy and Goodneſs, which was ſo emi- 
nently diſplayed in the Work of our Re- 
demption? Or can we think, that a 
Perſon of ſuch tranſcendant Dignity and 
Worth, ſhould diveſt himſelf of the Di- 
vine Majeſty and Glory he had enjoyed 
with his Father from all Eternity, ſhould 
come into this gloomy and ſad World, 
take upon him our Nature with all its 
Infirmities, Sin only excepted, lead a lite 
of Miſery and Want, and at laſt ſuffer 
a moſt painful and ignominious Death, 
with no other deſign than to fave only a 
ſelect few, a very few of the human Race, 
with an Excluſion of the infinitely greater 
Part, and a bar put againſt their being 
benefitted by this Scheme of Mercy. 
What a contracted Idea does this give us 
of this mercitul undertaking of the Son 
of God? And with what propriety then 
can He be called, tbe Saviour of all Men. 
I. Tim. 
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I. Tim. 4 c. v. 10. and the Saviour of the 
World, I. John, 4. 14. But if on the 
other hand, we allow and acknowledge 
what the Scriptures aſſures us is the Cale, 
that our moſt compaſſionate High Prieſt 
offered himſelf a Sacrifice for the Sins of 
the whole World, I. John 2. 2. how does 
it enlarge our Idea of his loving Kindneſs 
towards us, and render its influence upon 
us almoſt as powerful, as its merit and 
worth is efficacious with his Almighty 
Father. That Men ſhould in ſo many 
Inſtances not embrace this offer of Mercy, 
but reje& theſe comfortable terms of their 
Salvation, is no objection to this Divine 
Doctrine of Grace, but only proves, at the 
fame time that it diſplays the Divine 
Mercy and Goodneſs, how depraved our 
Nature muſt be by the fall of our firſt 
Parents, that when Life and Death, Bleſ- 
ſing and Curſing are ſet before us, with 
the Aſſurance likewiſe that if we will 
uſe our own Endeavors to attain the one 
and avoid the other, we ſhall then obtain 
the Aſſiſtance of Gods Holy Spirit for 
our guide and direction, we ſhould never- 
theleſs turn our backs upon it, and refuſe 
to be holden to a crucified Redeemer for 
Salvation. Thus then from a Conſidera- 
tion of the Divine Nature and Attributes, 
and the Reaſon of the thing itſelf, does, 
I 
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I think, the Doctrine of Univerſal Re- 


demption appear evident, and agreeable 
to what the Scriptures have informed us 
concerning it. 

I now proceed to ſhew, that the Doc- 
trine of Predeſtination in a confined Senſe, 
may be drawn from Scripture. Men after 
the Fall had forfeited all pretenſions to 
eternal Happineſs; for Str. Paul aſſures 
us, that the Wages of Sin is death. 
Their being afterwards put into a Capacity 
of obtaining eternal Life, was wholly 
owing to the Goodneſs of God exempli- 
fied in our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
for the Apoſtle proceeds to aſſures us, that 
eternal Life is the gift of God thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. As therefore our mer- 
citul Creator hath propoſed everlaſting 
Happineſs to all, upon the ſame terms of 
Acceptance, viz. Faith and Repentance, 
and hath, by the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, which he hath promiſed to all 
them who ſhall aſk it of him, rendered 
each one capable of attaining it, he hath 
removed every reaſon for Complaint from 
Mankind, ſince if they are unhappy, it 
is wholly owing to themſelves, in pre- 
ferring the Wages of Sin for a Seaſon, 
to the eternal Favor of God. But then, 
as our imperfect obedience could never 
entitle us to happineſs without the Divine 
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Mercy and Goodneſs, it being the free 
gift of God thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
becauſe, after we have done all, we are 
ſtill but unprofitable Servants, we have done 
no more than was our duty to do, God 
may, according to his free Bounty and 
Mercy, reward one with a Superior de- 
gree of Glory to another, without afford- 
ing cauſe of Complaint to any one. For 
if all who obey the will of God are for 
ſuch their obedience rewarded with eternal 
Happineſs, their reward in that caſe is 
certainly greater than they are of them- 
ſelves entitled to, and much more than 
they could either demand or aſk. If 
therefore God ſhall in his infinite Wiſdom 
have determined from the foundation of 
the World, to reward one with a Superior 
degree of Glory to another, as we are 
aſſured by St. Paul, that there is one 
Glory of the Sun, and another Glory 
of the Moon, and another Glory of the 
Stars, for one Star differeth from another 
Star in Glory, who ſhall reply to God, 
why doſt thou ſo? Or why did not you, 
O Lord, exalt me to the ſame degree of 


Glory ? Shall the thing formed ſay unto 


him who formed it, why haſt thou made 
me thus? Hath not the Potter power 
over the Clay, of the ſame lump, to 
make one Veſſel unto Honor, and another 
unto 
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unto Diſhonor ? Predeſtination therefore 
in this caſe may, I ſhould think, with 
the greateſt Propriety imaginable be ef- 
teemed a Chriſtian Doctrine, agreeable to 
the Divine Nature and Attributes, and 
which, we ſhall find, will in the end, 
tend to diſplay the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of our Creator, and likewiſe conduce to 
our greater Happineſs. In this Senſe J 
underitand that Article of our Church 
which treats of this Doctrine; and I 
would defire every one who profeſſes him- 
ſelf a Member of it, to conſider, that 
only the Grace of election is aſſerted in 


It, and that the Severity of Reprobation, 


much talked of, but little underſtood, 
tho' embraced in its ſtricteſt Senſe by too 
many, 1s left entirely untouched. And 
here, after the truly admirable Moderation 
of our Church, I would with you, my 
Friend, and every other Chriſtian to ſtop 
and to reſtrain your Curioſity. For the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination in an uncon- 
fined Senſe, is a profound Abyſs; in en- 
deavoring to fathom which, it is but to 
little purpoſe for the greater part of Man- 
kind to buſy themſelves, ſince it is a 
Myſtery above our finite Capacities to 
comprehend, which therefore God in com- 

aſſion to our Infirmities has reſerved to 
himſclf. It by no means becomes us 
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then to pry into theſe Secrets, if I may 
ſo call them of the Almighty, much leſs 
a Duty incumbent upon us to trouble or 
perplex our Audiences about them. We 
ought rather to ſet forth God's Promiſes 
in general Terms, as they are propoſed 
to us in holy Writ, and as it is our Duty 
to embrace them, If I have been ſo happy 
as to ſatisfy you that there is no foundation 
for your favourite Doctrines in the. Texts 
already examined, I ſhall be heartily diſ- 

oſed to endeavor to do the ſame, as to 
other Texts, if any ſtill appear ſufficient 
to detain you in theſe Errors. As to the 
other particulars, of which I promiſed to 
write to you, I muſt for the preſent poſt- 
pone them to another opportunity. 

In the mean time, 
I remain, ' 


July 13. 1765. Dear Sir, &c, 
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LETTER III. 


ON THE 
ABSOLUTE NECESSITY 


O F 


GOOD WORK S. 


DEaRr SIR, 


| = Ga G in my two laſt Letters 
endeavored to ſhew you the abſur- 
dity and dangerous tendency of the Doc- 
trines of Predeſtination and Election in 
an abſolute and unconfined Senſe; I now 
proceed, according to my promiſe, to 
thew you, that obedience, or in other 
words, Good Works are the end, the ef- 
fect, the due conſequence, and the in- 
ſeparable concomitant of Faith; other- 
wiſe Faith is no longer living, but dead. 
This is a Doctrine ſtrictly agreeable to 
Scripture, and which may be proved from 
every part of it; but which you abſolutely 
deny, as does likewiſe a certain Eſpouſer 
of your Doctrines in ſome Eſſays he has 
| C 3 lately 
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lately publiſhed. In ſome of which he 
ſeems to aſſert, that it is to ſubvert the 
Goſpel to aſſert that all who perform the 
Conditions of Faith and Obedience, ſhall 
be pardoned and made righteous by the 
Death and Merits of Jetus Chriſt ; but 
that we are wholly indebted to the 
Righteouſneis of Chriſt, without any obe- 
dience of our own being neceflary. I 
ſhall now beg leave to ſhew the fallacy 
of this Doctrine, which tends to over- 
throw the Law and the Prophets, which 
yet our Bleſſed Saviour has aſſured us that 
he came not to deſtroy but to fulfill. 

By the firſt Law which our Creator 
made with Man in the perſon of Adam, 
pe ect and unſinning Obedience was re- 
quired; and in cale he tranſgreſſed, Death, 
both temporal and eternal, was the penalty 
he ſhould incur. Notwithſtanding this 
ſevere Injunction, Man diſobeyed, and 
broke the only Command his Creator had 
given him; the Conſequence of which 
was his becoming obnoxious to the penalty 
to be inflicted. But in the midit of 
Wrath God remembered Mercy, and moſt 
Graciouily contrived the Means of our 
Redemption; and that in ſuch a manner, 
that Mercy and Juſtice are met together, 
Rightcouinels and Peace have kiſſed each 
other, That Man, in his lapſed or fallen 

ſtate 


TENETS. A ee” ĩ˙ ane 


＋ 
4 
E 


4 
D 


( 43) 


State, was unable to perform unſinning 
Obedience, the Condition of the firſt 
Covenant, the Almighty ſufhciently ap- 
prehended. He therefore was graciouſly 
pleaſed to enter into a new Covenant with 
him, a Covenant of Grace and Mercy. 
In it he has given us a Saviour, a Perſon 
of ſuch tranſcendant Dignity and Worth, 
of ſuch inherent Purity and Holineſs, that 
on account of the perfect Innocence of 
his Life, and for the Sake of the Atone- 
ment he has made for Sin by his Sufter- 
ings and Death, God has pardoned Man, 
and received him again into his Favor, 
having removed the Curſe of the Law 
from him, thro' the Mediation of his 
eternal and only begotten Son. But then 
this Covenant though full of Grace and 
Mercy, is not an unconditional one; tho 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſhall be im- 
puted, inaſmuch as Man is unable to per- 
form unſinning Obedience, yet ſtill he is 
to perform that part of the Covenant, 
which God even now requires from him; 
for the Goſpel Diſpenſation demands our 
ſincere and beſt Obedience to its precepts 
and admonitions, holding forth Pardon 
thro' Chriſt to our repented Failings and 
forſaken Sins. Now 1t any Man will but 
carefully attend to the whole Scope and 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, as it is delivered 
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to us in the new Teſtament, he will find 
Morality, or in other words, a holy and 
unblameable Life to be the only Deſign 
of the Goſpel Precepts. This 1s the 
Doctrine St. John preaches, firſt Epiſtle, 
3 c. 8 v. For this purpoſe it was that the 
Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil. And, St. 
Paul, in his Epiſtle to Titus, ſays, 2 c. 
I2. &c, That the Grace of God, which 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all 
Men, teaching us that denying ungodlineſs 
and worldly uſts, we ſhould live Soberly, 
Rig hteoufly and Godly in this preſent World; 
looking for the Bleſſed Hope, and the glorious 
Appearance of the Great God, and our Sa- 
viour Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for 

us, that he might redeem us from all 
Iniquity, and purify to Himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works. What 
therefore the ſame Apoſtle has ſaid of the 
Jewiſh Law, may with much greater Pro- 
pricty be ſpoken of the Chriſtian Law, 
viz. that it is Holy, Juſt and Good. For 
let us examine the Goſpel, and we ſhall 
find no affirmative Precept, but what 
either enjoins Holineſs, in the general or 
one or more particular Virtue -or Habits 
of Holineſs, or ſome eſſential Acts of it, 
or elſe affords Helps and Means to the 
acquiring of it. And on the other hand, 

there 
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there 1s not one negative precept, but for- 
bids the contrary to any of theſe Duties, 
which may tend to the depraving of human 
Nature, and thereby render us completely 
wicked, Our Divine Lawgiver commands 
us to be perfect, even as our Father which 
is in Heaven, is perfect. He has aſſured 
us, that he only who doeth the Will of 
his Heavenly Father, ſhall enter into his 
Kingdom. In anſwer to the Queſtion 
the Lawyer propoſed to him, viz. which 
is the firſt Commandment of all? He 
enjoins us firſt, to love the Lord our God, 
with all our Hearts, and with all our 
Souls, and with all our Minds, and with 
all our Strength; and then ſecondly, to 
love our Neighbour as ourſelves. Our 
Lord is not contented with preſcribing 


T the eternal Acts of Piety only, but he 


requires likewiſe the moſt intenſive Holi- 
neſs; Holineſs not merely of Actions and 
Words, but even of Thoughts and Af- 
fections. When we worſhip God, our 
worſhip muſt not terminate in the bare 
external Act only; but we muſt worſhip 
him with the Spirit, as well as with the 
outward Man ; in a holy Frame and habit 
of Mind, as well as a holy Life. For 
our Divine Inſtructor aſſures us, that God 
is a Spirit, and they who worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, for the 
Father 
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Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. iv. St. 
Na 24. The Goſpel not only for- 
ids. Murder, as the Law before it did, 
but likewiſe all cauſeleſs Anger, Malice 
and Revenge. Thou ſhall not be Angry, 
fays the Bleſſed Jeſus, with thy Brother 
without a Cauſe, That if we come to 
offer our Gift at the Altar, and there 
remember that our Brother has ought 
againſt us, we muſt there leave our Gift, 
and go our way, and be firſt reconciled 
to our Brother, and then come and offer 
our Gift. We are to love our Enemies, 
bleſs them who curſe us, do good to them 
who hate us, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us. Both 
Laws forb:d Adultery ; but here the Chriſ- 
tian does not ſtop; for it not only pro- 
hibits Adultery, but likewiſe all impure 
Thoughts, that we are no more to cherith 
Sin in the Heart, than practiſe it in the 
Converſation. For our Bleſſed Maſter 
aſſures us, that he who Luſts after a 
Woman, hath committed Adultery already 
with her in his Heart. The Chriſtian 
Law not only forbids Theft, Injuſtice 
and Fraud, but Covetouſneſs alſo, and 
a too eager deſite after the Riches of this 
World; for our Saviour expreſly com- 
mands us not to lay up Treaſures upon 
Earth, in ſuch a Manner as to run the 
| riſque 


riſque of forfeiting our Treaſure in Hea- 
ven; becauſe where our Treaſure is, there 
will our Heart be alſo. Chriſtianity like- 
wile requires the moſt extenſive Holineſs. 
The Precepts of our Bleſſed Lord com- 
mands us not only to give unto God the 
things that are Gods, but alſo to Cæſar 
the things that are Cæſars. Not only to 
fear God, but alſo to honor the King and 
all that are put in Authority under him, 
and to pay a due ſubmiſſion to our Spi- 
ritual Governors, as to thoſe who watch 
for our Souls. It preſcribes precepts like- 
wiſe for the diſcharge of all the relative 
Duties of Social Life. Wives are to ſub- 
mit themſelves to their own Huſbands, 
as unto the Lord. Huſbands to love 
their Wives, even as Chriſt loved the 
Church. Children to obey their Parents 
in the Lord; and Fathers not to provoke 
their Children to wrath, but to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. Servants to be obedient 
to their Maſters, with ſingleneſs of Heart, 
as unto Chriſt; and Maſters to do the 
ſame things unto them, forbearing threat- 
ning, or an unkind Behaviour towards 
them, as knowing that they alſo have a 
Maſter in Heaven, with whom is no re- 
ſpe& of Perſons. Ephęſiaus, 5 and 6 chap. 
Ihe Goſpel commands us not only to 
love 
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love our Friends, Relations and Neigh- 
bours, but when we behold a Stranger, 
or ſee even an Enemy in Diftreſs, to fol- 
low the Example of the good Samaritan, 
by pouring into his Wounds both Oil 
and Wine, 1. e. by affording him all the 
Relief that lays in our power to give him. 
In ſhort our Divine Lawgiver enjoins us 
always to do that to another, which, all 
Circumſtances conſidered, we ſhould be 
willing to have done unto ourſelves ; for 
this is that Golden Rule, that truly Di- 
vine Precept which comprehends in itſelf 
all the Moral Inſtructions of both the 
Law and the Prophets. Such is the Law 
which. Chriſtianity preſcribes us; ſuch 
the Doctrine which the Goſpel teaches 
us; the fole tendency of which is to raiſe 
and purifie our Affections, and ſpiritualize 
our Natures. 

HavinG thus ſhewn you that the end 
and deſign of Chriſtianity, both in its 
precepts and prohibitions, is to promote 
Holineſs, Holineſs of the Heart, and in 
every relation of Life; I proceed now 
to ſhew you that its Promiſes and Threat- 
nings have the ſame tendency. And firſt 
its Promiſes. Our Saviour begins his 
Divine Sermon upon the Mount with pro- 
nouncing Bleſſings upon the Meek, the 
Merciful, and the Pure in Heart. Bleſſed, 

{aid 
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ſaid he, are the Meek, for they ſhall 


inherit the Earth, 1. e. ſuch ſhall generally 
be protected in the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of their Rights in this World, by the 
peculiar Providence of God; or however, 
ſhall be entitled to an Inheritance in that 
new Earth, wherein Peace and Righteouſ- 
neſs will for ever reſide. Bleſſed are the 
Merciful for they ſhall obtain Mercy ; 
i. e. to ſuch God will be proportionably 
Compaſſionate, in the more ready for- 
giveneſs of their Sins, and beſtowing on 
them a greater abundance of his Mercy. 
Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God; 1. e. to ſuch God will 
make greater and clearer Manifeſtations 
of himſelf in this Life; and in the next 
they ſhall enjoy a higher degree of Hap- 
pineſs, by all the unveiled Beauties 
of his Nature, and by being bleſſed with 


the cleareſt Diſcovery of all the Myſteries 


of Divine Goodneſs. Now the Happi- 
neſs promiſed in the Goſpel as our Re- 
ward, being of this Spiritual Nature, 
without any mixture of Groſſnefs or Sen- 
ſuality, we may eaſily comprehend the 
deſign and tendency of thoſe Premiſes, 
viz. that Holineſs, and our fincere En- 
deavors after a Similitude of the Divine 
Perfections muſt neceſſarily be implied as 
the Conditions, without which our Souls 

cannot 
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cannot poſſibly be qualified and put into 
an apt Diſpoſition for them. Secondly, 
that the Treatnings of the Goſpel, which 
are moſt terrible and affecting to fleſh 
and blood, have the ſame End and Deſign, 
viz. to promote Virtue and Holineſs 
amongſt Mankind is, I think, beyond all 
diſpute. For they are never wont to af- 
fright Men from any thing, but what in 
its own Nature tend to pollute and de- 
bauch their Souls; their Tendency there- 
fore is effectually to excite us to Dili- 


gence and Induſtry in the purſuit of real 


Righteouſneſs and ſubſtantial Holineſs. 
The Wrath of God, faith Sf. Paul, is 
revealed from Heaven in the Goſpel, 

againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs 
of Men; i. e. ſuch as diſbelieve and diſ- 
obey the Precepts of the Goſpel in gene- 
ral, and particularly ſuch as are guilty of 
Idolatry, Adultery, Fornication and un- 
cleanneſs of all ſorts, Theft, Covetouſ- 
neſs, Drunkenneſs, Reviling, Wrath, con- 
temptuous Behaviour, Implacability, Un- 
mercifulneſs, IIliberality, Malice, Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, Lying, Pride, Hypocriſy, Re- 
bellion, and Diſobedience to Governors. 

For they who are guilty of theſe or the 
like Crimes, the Apoſtle goes on to aſ- 
ſure us, ſhall not enter the Kingdom of 
God, but ſhall have their Part in the Lake 
whach 
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which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 
which 1s the ſecond Death. 

Having thus explained how the Pre- 
cepts, Promiſes and Threatnings of the 
Goſpel tend to promote true Piety and 
Holineſs ; I now beg leave to ſhew you, 
in as conciſe a Manner as I can, that the 


promoting the ſame great End was the 
deſign of our Bleſſed Maſters whole Life 


and Converſation amongſt Men, as well 


by his Doctrine as by his Example. I 
have already ſhewn you how the Laws 
he has given us to direct and govern our 
Lives by, anſwer this Divine Intent. If 
we proceed to examine his Parables and 
other Diſcourſes, we ſhall find they have 
the ſame End in view; not one of them 
he uttered, but contains ſomething highly 


- conducive to enforce ſome Virtue or other 


upon the Minds of thoſe to whom he 
directed them. To mention only a few. 
In the Parable of the Phariſee and Pub- 
lican, how ſtrongly does he condemn the 
Pride and Haughtineſs of the Phariſees, 
ſhewing how odious in the Sight of God 
their raſh cenſuring and judging of others 
were! and then in the Perſon of the 
humble Publican, what an amiable Por- 
traiture does he draw of Humility and 
Meekneſs, Virtues ſo neceſſary to the ren- 
dering our Repentance real and ys 
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. 
that without them it is impoſſible to have 
that ſorrow which needs not to be repent- 
ed of ! and how immediately do our own 
Hearts ſuggeſt what our Bleſſed Saviour 
pronounces concerning them, that this 
Man went down to his Houſe juſtified 
rather than the other, In the Parable of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus, we are in a 
moſt lively and affecting Manner ſhewn 
how much we ſhall be miſtaken in our 


Judgments of human Happineſs, if we 


form them from the outward Circum- 
ſtances which relates to this Life only. In 
it we have the moſt awakening Conſi- 
derations offered us to purſue or follow 
after Charity and a Holy Life, in the re- 
lation of the. different States allotted to 
each after Death, and towards the cloſe 
of the Parable, have the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt convincing Argument given us to 
reſt ſatisfied with thoſe Revelations which 
God has been pleaſed to make us of his 
Will, and that we ought not to expect 
or defire more. His Parable of the Good 
Samaritan muſt inſpire us with univerſal 
Charity. The Reception the returning 
Prodigal met with from his Father, muſt 
afford the greateſt Sinner encouragement 
to Repentance and Amendment. In 
ſhort, there is not one Parable of our 
Divine Inſtructors, but is at once beauti- 


ful 
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ful in its Compoſition, and fully fraught 


with uſeful Precepts and Inſtructions. 
In taking a view of his Life and Conver- 
ſation, we ſhall find every action he per- 
formed had a tendency to infuſe into the 
Souls of Men true Piety and Holineſs. 
That truly pious and learned, Dr. Edward 
Fowler, late Lord Biſhop ot Glouceſter, 
in his excellent Performance, entitled the 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, has given us this 
beautiful Portrait, which I ſhall here, 
without any Apology, as it needs none, 
take the Liberty of Tranſcribing. When 
it was told him tnat his Mother and his 
Brethren ſought for him, he took that 
Opportunity to tell them, hat whoſoever 
wiil do the Will of God, the ſame is his 
Brother, his Siſter and Mother. iii. Sf. 
Mark. 35. When he obſerved a reaſon- 
ing amongſt his Diſciples, which of them 
ſhould be greateſt in the Kingdom of 
God, he took occaſion from thence to 
preach to them the neceſſity of the Grace 
of Humility, and becoming as little Chil- 
dren; of Self Denial, Mortification of 
their beloved Luſts, and to teach them 
ſeveral other excellent Leſſons. And as 
it was the Buſineſs of all his Ditcourlſes 
to inculcate Virtue, ſo as it was alſo of 
his Actions. He preached Holineſs to 
Mens Eyes no leſs than to their Ears, by 
| D giving 
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giving them the moſt admirable Example 
in his own Perſon of all the ſeveral Parts of 
it; and his whole Life was one continued 
Lecture of the moſt excellent Morals, 
of the moſt exact and ſublime Virtue. 
For inſtance; he was a Perſon of the 
greateſt Freedom, Affability and Courteſy ; 
there was not in his Conduct an Action 
that was at all auſtere, crabbed or un- 
pleaſant. Tho' he was always ſerious, 
yet he was never four, ſullenly grave, 
moroſe or cynical, but of a very conver- 
fable, gentle and benign Temper. Thoſe 
who received Checks from his Diſciples, 
as rude and troubleſome, were never found 
fault with by him for being ſo, but were 
kindly liſtened to, and lovingly received ; 
even little Children, as unwelcome as 
they were to them, were tenderly Em- 
braced and Bleſſed by him. He never 
| blamed any for interrupting him in his 
Diſcourſes or other Buſineſs but ever pa- 
tiently heard them, and ſent none of 
them from him (ſuppoſing they had no 
It Deſign in coming to him) without 
Satisfaction. The too often infirm, im- 
prudent and impertinent Talk of his Diſ- 
ciples and others, could not at any Time 
put him out of his good Temper, but 
only gave him an opportunity of impart- 
ing to them ſeaſonable Inſtructions ws 

wile 
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wiſe Counſels. The Candour alſo and 


Ingenuity of his Spirit to great Admi- 
ration diſcovered itſelf ; of which he gave 
an illuſtrious Inſtance in his laſt Agony. 
The gentleneſs and meekneſs of his Diſ- 
poſition ever appeared. Never had any 
one ſuch ſtrong Provocations to Anger 
and Reſentment as the Bleſſed Jeſus ; but 
never was either ſo undiſcernable in any 
as they were in him. Nor was it ever 
in the Power either of the calumniating 
and blaſphemous Tongues, or rude and 
cruel Hands of his bittereſt Enemies to 
force from him ſo much as a reviling or 
fierce Word. Nor was his Meekneſs leſs 
to be paralleled or more obſcruable than 
his great Humility ; from whence indeed 
that proceeded, and was no ſmall Ex- 
preſſion of ie. And how full he was 
of Charity and tender Compaſſion, is be- 
yond expreſſion ; for as he recommended 
to his Diſciples, and inculcated upon 
them nothing more than (nor ſcarcely 
ſo much, as) this Virtue, he was himſelf 
remarkably exemplary in the Exerciſe of 
it. In ſhort of every other Virtue, both 
towards God and towards Man, he never 
failed to give an illuſtrious Inſtance, as 
the Scriptures will teſtify, if you will 
tearch them. I ſhould now proceed to 
conſider ſome of thoſe Paſſages of St. 
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Paul's Epiſtles, which ſeem to favor the 
Doctrine you have eſpouſed ; but as this 
Letter is rather grown into too great a 
Length, I will refer this Subject to my 
next. 
In the mean Time, 
I remain, 
Your affectionate 

 TorckorFrT, Friend and Brother. 
September 4, 1765. 
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FARTHER CONSIDERED. 


DEAR SIR, 


N my laſt Letter I inſiſted upon the 
Neceſſity of good Works as eſſential 


to our obtaining eternal Salvation, and 


there endeavoured to ſhew you, that to 
explain and enforce the important Doc- 
trines of Morality upon the Lives and 
Conſciences of Men, both by his Pre- 
cepts and Example was one of the great 
Ends in the eternal Son of God becoming 
Man. I ſhould now proceed, as I pro- 
miſed in the Concluſion of my laſt Letter, 
to conſidef f choſe Paſſages of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, Which ſeem in ſome Meaſure 
to favor the Doctrine you have eſpouſed. 

93 But 


— 363 - 
Saad ww on i 2 rr ere 


(55) 
But before I enter upon that Subject, I 
beg leave firſt to inform you that ſome 
other particulars relating to our Bleſſed 
Lord, as his Death, Reſurrection, Aſ- 
cenſion into Heaven, and his Second 
coming at the End of the World in order 
to judge Mankind, and to reward or 
puniſh them according as their Actions 
ſhall then appear to have been either good 
or bad in his Sight, with whom is no 
reſpect of Perſons, have the ſame tend- 
encv, viz. to promote in us true Piety 
and Holineſs of Life. Now one chief 
deſign of our Saviours dying upon the 
Croſs was demonſtratively to prove to us, 
that Sin is in itſelf ſo hateful, ſo diſ- 
pleaſing in the Sight of God our Creator, 
and ſo repugnant to his Nature, that he 
would accept of no leſs a Sacrifice for 
the Atonement of it, and thereby to 
render Man an object capable of being 
again made partaker of his Mercy and 
loving Kindneſs, than the Death of his 
eternal and only begotten Son. For can 
we imagine, can we but once ſuppoſe that 
if the Sacrifice of any other Being of leſs 
Dignity and Worth, as of any one of 
the Angels, for inſtance, one of that in- 
numerable Company, that are continu- 
ally waiting round the Throne of God, he 
would not have accepted of it? Or can 


we 
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we think, that after having accepted of 


no other Sacrifice for Sin, than his eternal 
Son's taking upon him our Nature, and in 
that ſuffering the Puniſhment that our 
Crimes had rendered us obnoxious to, 
the Weight of which was ſo great as to 
make even this Divine Perſon cry out, 
my God, my God, why haſt thou for- 
ſaken me; that he ſhould ſtill connive at 
the Wickedneſs and Impiety of Mankind, 
or that he ſhould permit Sin ſtill to reign 
in our Fleſh? Impoſſible! No Man ſure 
of cool and impartial Reaſon, or whoever 
reflects upon the Conſequences of things, 
can ever admit of or give credit to ſo 
blaſphemous an abſurdity. If now we 
turn to the ſacred Writings, we ſhall find 
that they deliver and confirm the ſame 
great Truth, of which Reaſon and Judg- 
ment had before convinced us. Thus our 
Lord himſelf ſpeaks to his Diſciples, and 
in them to the whole Chriſtian Church, 
14. St. Jobn, 21. He that hath my Com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me; and he that loveth me ſhall be 
loved of my Father, and 1 will love him, 
and will manifeſt myſelf to bim; which is 
the ſame as if he had ſaid, ye mult always 
remember that the one principal and ab- 
ſolute neceſſary Condition upon which my 
future Love and Favor, and conſequently 
D 4 the 
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the whole Scheme of your Redemption 
depends, ſo as to render it of any advan- 
tage to you, is, that ye continue ſtedfaſt 


and unmoveable in your Faith in me, and 


in your obedience to my Commands. For 
he and he only, who embraces my Doc- 
trine, and obeys and practiſes it, ſhall be 
judged to be fincere in his Love towards 
me. And he and he only, who thus 
loves me, ſhall be loved by my Father; 
and to ſuch, and ſuch only will I ſhew 
Love, and make greater and more glorious 
Manifeſtations of myſelf. And to put 
this paſt all doubt, he tells his Diſciples, 
that as it was by his Obedience the 
Father ſo loved him as to accept of his 
Sacrifice, ſo by our Obedience alone can 
we ever have any title to the Bleſſed Ef- 
fects of it. 15 chap. 10. If ye keep my 
Commandments ye ſhall abide in my Love, 
even as I have kept my Father's Command- 
ments and abide in his Love. 1. e. the way 
to expreſs your Love towards me, and to 
continue to be loved by me, is to keep 
my Commandments ; even as I by keep- 
ing my Father's Commandments have ex- 
preſſed my Love not only towards you, 
hut alſo towards him, and therefore con- 
tinue to be fo loved by him, as to be able 
through his Love to me to bring you unto 


Glory. Agreeable to this of our Lord is 
the 
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the Doctrine of St. Paul, who in the 6 ch. 
of his Epiſt. to the Rom. 6 v. lays, Know- 
ing this, that our old Man 1s crucified with 
him, that the Body of Sin ſhould be de- 
froyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve 
Sin; and in his 2d Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, 5. 15. he aſſures us, that Chriſt 
died for all, that they who live, ſhould not 
henceforth live unto themſelves but unto 
him who died for them. And again in his 
Epiſtle to Titus, 11. 14. he ſays, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify to himſelf 
a peculiar People zealous of good Works. 
St. Peter likewiſe preaches the ſame Doc- 
trine in the 1ſt chap. of his 1it Epiſtle, 
v. 18. 19. he ſays, For as much as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as Silver and Gold, from your vain 
Converſation received by Tradition from 
your Fathers, but by the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Blemiſh and 
without Spot: And chap. II. 24. of the 
ſame Epiſtle, he ſays, Ib his own Self 
bare our Sins in his own Body upen the 
Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſhould 
live unto Righteouſneſs, by whoſe Stripes 
ye were healed. In the Death of our Sa- 
viour thus conſidered are contained the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt forcible Arguments to 
a Holy Life, and that upon the moſt 
0 POWECr- 
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powerful Motive imaginable, viz. Self 
Love. For who that has any regard for 
himſelf, will not be powerfully inclined to 
hate all Sin, when he finds that by cher- 
iſhing it, he forfeits all Pretenſions to the 
merits of Chriſt's Death ? None certainly 
but a Madman or a Fool. Beſides who 
that has the leaſt ſpark of Generofity in 
his Breaſt, will not be inclined to hate 
all Sin, when he conſiders that it was 
the Cauſe of ſuch dreadful Sufferings to 
a Perſon ſo deſervedly dear to him, to 
ſo valuable a Friend, in ſhort to a Perſon 
of ſo much Worth and Dignity, as the 
only begotton Son of God? Who but a 
Creature that is entirely deſtitute of every 
principle of Gratitude and Ingenuity, and 
therefore even below the Brutes, could 
take a Pleaſure in indulging himſelf in 
Sin, when he ſhould come to reflect, that 


— 


every time he thus gratified his Paſſions, 


he again thruſt a ſpear into his Saviours 
Side; he was cheriſhing as his Boſom 
Friend that which was, and ever muſt 
be the Lord of Glory's worſt Enemy? 
I proceed now to ſhew that our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Reſurrection from the dead is 
likewiſe an Emblem that we ought to 
die unto Sin, but riſe again unto Righte- 
ouſneſs. This Sr. Paul very much and 
very often inſiſts upon in his Epiſtles, 

wherein 
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wherein he endeavors to ſhew that the 
Doctrine of our Lords Reſurrection ought 
to be a Principle of promoting true Piety 
and Virtue, which is propoſed to us, as 
that which we ought to have not only a 
ſpeculative and notional, but alſo a prac- 
tical and experimental Acquaintance with, 
and he often informs us it is our duty to 
find that in our Souls which bear an 
Analogy to it. He aſſures us that it 
was the utmoſt of his Ambition to know 
or feel within himſelf the Power of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, as well as the fel- 
lowſhip of his Suffering; to have Ex- 
perience of his being no longer a dead, 
but a living Jeſus, by his enlivening him, 
and quickening his Soul with a new Life. 
And therefore in his Epiſtle to the Rom. 
vi. 4. he ſays, We are buried with him 
by Baptiſm into Death; that like as Chrift 
was raiſed up from the dead by the Glory 
of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk 
in newneſs of Life; i. e. Chriſtians being 
plunged into' Water by Baptiſm, ſignified 
their being obliged, in a ſpiritual Senſe, to 
die and be buried with Chriſt; which is, in 
other Words, renouncing and forſaking all 
their Sins, that ſo anſwerable to his Re- 
ſurrection, they may live holy and godly 
Lives. The ſame uſe which the Apoſtle 
here makes of our Lords Reſurrection, 


he 
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he does alſo in another Place of his Aſ- 
cenſion into Heaven, and fitting on the 
right Hand of God, as appears from the 
zd chap. of his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 
I. 2. v. V ye then be riſen with Chriſt, 


feek thoſe things which are above, where 


Chriſt fitteth at the right Hand of God; 


fet your Affections on Things above, not on 


Things on the Earth. And in the 12 chap. 
of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, he thus 
exhorts them, To lay aſide every weight, 
and the Sin which both - eaſily be 0 efet them, 
and to run with Patience the Race that 
7s ſet before them; looking unto Jeſus, the 


Author and Finiſher of their Faith ; who. 
for the Joy that was ſer before him, en- 


aured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and 
is ſet down at the right Hand of the 
Throne of God. And again, our Saviour 
having. declared to us that he will come 
at the End of the World to judge all 
Men according to their Works, moſt cer- 
tainly implies, that if we be found de- 
fictent in Goodneſs and true Holineſs, the 
Merits of what he has done and ſuffered 
for us ſhall not be imputed unto us; the 
ſerious and awful Confideration of which 
mould ſtir up in our Breaſts a fervent 
Spirit of unaffected Piety and Virtue; 
in as much as without Holineſs, the 
Apoſtle very affectingly aſſure us, that no 
Man, 
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whether Jew or Chriſtian, ſhall ſee the 
Lord. 

Having diſcuſſed theſe few Points, 
I now proceed, as I at firſt intended, to 
conſider ſome of thoſe Paſſages in St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, which might as I ob- 
ſerved, ſeem at firſt Sight to fayor the 
Doctrine you havę eſpouſed. In doing 
of which I ſhall leaye to premiſe the few 
following Remarks. It 1s evident, that 
Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and 
that, Where there is ns Law, there is 19 
Tranſgreſſion, 4 Rom. 15. By the Law 
therefore is the Knowledge of Sin, 3 chap. 
20 v. By the Term, Law, here made 
uſe of, St. Paul plainly means that Diſ- 
covery only of the Divine Will, which 
was made to Mankind before the Birth 
of our Saviour, and particularly that 
which was made to the Jews under the 
Moſaick Diſpenſation, in Oppoſition to 
the Chriſtian or Goſpel Covenant. The 
Apoſtle's ſtiling it the Strength of Sin, 
muſt certainly be underſtood to imply 
ſomething more, than it's merely being 
the Occafſſbn of the Knowledge of Sin. 
It is evident therefore that it mult ſignify 
the Revealing ſo much of the Heinouſ- 
neſs of Sin and the Guilt attending it, 
but at the ſame time not diſcovering the 
Means ſufficient for recovering Mankind 


COL 
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from it. Now unſinning Obedience was 
the Terms required by God under the 
firſt Covenant that he had made with 
Mankind in the Perſons of our firſt Pa- 
rents, which they by their Tranſgreſſion 
had rendered their Poſterity unable to per- 
form, ſince from that Period their Nature 
had loſt it's original Purity and Perfection, 
and their Wills were now become cor- 
rupt and prone to that which is Evil 
thro' the Luſts of the Fleſh having there- 
by got the Aſcendency over their rational 
Powers; all Men therefore were neceſſarily 
concluded under Sin. The Jewiſh Law, 
which ſucceeded this original Covenant 
God had made with Mankind, ſo far as 
it was diſtinguiſhed from and oppoſed 
to the Grace of the Goſpel, was in it's 
ſeverity the ſame with that firſt Law God 
had given, according to which it was that 
Death, temporal as well as eternal, was 
the Puniſhment annexed to Tranſgreſſion. 
According to this judicial Part of both 
Laws God indeed never dealt with Man- 
kind, but by Promiſes and Prophecies 
attended with Sacrifices unde the firſt 
Diſpenſation, and by the fame, and many 
other Types and Figures, more expreſlive 
of what was to be hereafter under the 
ſecond, did he anticipate to them the 
Grace of the Goſpel, but this third or 


laſt 
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laſt Diſpenſiation was never expreſily de- 
clared till the coming of the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, by the gracious Terms of 
whoſe Goſpel it was that Men were ab- 
ſolutely delivered from the Dread and 
Bondage of rigorous Law, God having 
given us the Victory through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. and then it was that Mercy 
and Truth were met together, that Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace had kiſſed each other. 
The Authority of God being ſupreme, 
and the Condition of all Creatures ab- 
Gager upon him, unſinning 
Obedience according to the Terms ac- 
quired by the firſt Covenant, was there- 
fore indiſpenſably due to his Commands. 
All Violation therefore of it was to be 
puniſhed by Death. In the Day that 
thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
2 Geneſis 17. It is true both before 
and under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation the 
World entertained great and reaſonable 
Expectations, that God wou'd be Mer- 
citul to returning Sinners; but then theſe 
Expectations were not grounded upon any 
abſolute Condition which that Law en- 
couraged them to hope for, but were 
founded, either on the natural Notions 
Men juſtly entertained of the compaſſion- 
ate Mercy of the Supreme Being tow- 
ards his Creatures ſo manifeſtly diſplayed 

through- 
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throughout all the Works of both Crea- 
tion and Providence; or elſe on thoſe 
obſcure Promiſes which God had made 
to Adam, and in him to his whole Poſ- 
terity, of a future Meſſiah, who was by 
his Death to expiate the Sins of Mankind; 
or elſe laſtly by thoſe many Purifications 
and Sacrifices' preſcribed in the Jewiſh 
Religion which were in general eſteemed 
by that Nation, as figurative of that 
grand explatory Sacrifice which was to 
be made by the Redeemer of Mankind. 
The Jewiſh Law therefore in itſelf neither 
did, nor could give this certain Aſſurance, 

but only we ſee glanced obſcurely at it 
under Types and Shadows, ſince God had 
in his infinite Wiſdom determined that 
no ſuch Terms of Salvation ſhould be 
openly preached till the fulneſs of Time 
was come, wherein he ſhould ſend his 
ever Bleſſed Son to take upon him our 
Nature, and declare the glad Tidings of 
Salvation, and by his Death expiate for 
our Sins, nailing the Curſe denounced 
againſt them to his Croſs, and by his 
Reſurrection from the dead, rendering 
thoſe who ſhould hereafter obey his Goſ- 
pel, juſtified from their Sins, to accom- 
pliſh which the Sacrifices appointed under 
the Law were by no means ſufficient, 


they being no otherwiſe efficacious then 
as 
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as they were Types and Figures of this 
true one, which by virtue of the Union 
of the Divine Nature with the Human, 
was able to fave all who thro' Faith and 
Obedience had rendered themſelves Ob- 
jets of the Divine Mercy. Upon this 
Account it is, that St. Paul fo often in 
his Epiſtles makes uſe of theſe or the 
like Expreſſions, That by the Deeds of the 
Law there ſhould no Fleſh be juſtified ; for 
that as many as are of the Law, are 
under the Curſe, &c. Romans, 20. &c. 
For, as I juſt now obſerved, tho' the 
Law did appoint certain Sacrifices for 
the expiation of Sin, yet they had in 
themſelves no ſufficiency for that Purpoſe, 
and were not of themſelves of any other 
Value, then as they were Types of that 
great Sacrifice, which was once at the 
End of the World to be made for the 
Sins of Mankind, and therefore could 
not make him who did the Service per- 
fect as pertaining to the Conſcience. 
This is the Sum of Sz. Paul's reaſoning, 
when he ſays, The Law having à Shadow 
of good Things to come, and not the very 
Image of the Things, could never with 
thoſe Sacrifices, which they offered Year 
by Year continually, make the Comers 
thereunto perfect. 10 chap. Hebrews, 
verſe 1. ep 
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Hz NR, though thoſe good Men, both 
before and under the Jewiſh Law, as the 
Patriarch's and Prophets, were juſtified ; 
yet in what Manner are they declared 
to be juſtified? Not by the Works of 
the Law, as Sacrifices and burnt Offer- 
ings and other ritual Ceremonies, but 
by Faith, as is clear from St. Paul's 
reaſoning throughout the whole 4th chap. 
of his Epiſtles to the Romans, wherein 
his Meaning is, that they truſted not to 
ritual and ceremonious Rites only, but, 
through the Types and Shadows of the 
Law looked forward with the Eye of 
Faith to the promiſed Mefliah, being 
fully perſuaded that what God had pro- 
miſed, he was able alſo to perform; and 
this was the Faith which God account- 
ed unto them for Righteouſneſs; not 
a bare ſimple Faith, ſuch as the Enthu- 
ſiaſts of this preſent Age contend for, 
but a Faith that worketh by Love, 1. e. 
which produced an Obedience correſpond- 
ent thereto. | 

True Argument therefore which &. 
Paul makes uſe of is very juſt, when 
he ſays, that Abrabam was not juſtified 
by the Works of the Law, i. e. by it's 
Sacrifices and other ritual Obſervances, 
ſo as by his Performance of them, to 


have wherewith to glory before God; but 
that 
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that he was juſtified by Faith, 1. e. in 
looking upon, them Ei, efteeming them 
but as Types and Shadows only, truſting 
that God would in his own due Time, 
when in his infinite Wiſdom he ſhould 
ſce it would be moſt proper, and beſt 
anſwer the End he intended thereby, he 
would then, I ſay, produce the Subſtance, 
by whoſe fulneſs their Deficiency ſhould 
be. more than ſufficiently ſupplied. For 
through the Influence of this Faith it 
was, that at the Command of God he 
left his Kindred, Family and Country to 
go unto a ſtrange Place, where he had 
not ſo much as the leaſt Poſſeſſion, but 
which the Almighty had aſſured him that 
his Poſterity ſhould afterwards receive for 
an Inheritance, and therefore he ſojourned 
in the Land of Promiſe, as in Foreign 
Country; for he looked for a City, Which 


hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and 


Maker is God. And in like Manner 
the reſt of the Patriarch's and Prophets, 
who lived under the Law, and obicrved 
its Rites and Ceremonies, did by no 


Means expect to be juſtified in the Sight 


of God by the Works of the Law, but 


by their Faith in God, and their Truſt 
in his Promiſes; ſo that the Law, as the 
Apoſtle argues, was their Schoolmaſter 
to bring them unto Chriſt ; and though 
- E 2 they 


they were truly ſenſible that nothing in the 
Law could barely of itſelf, avail effectually 
to the pardon of Sin, yet they continued 
with patience walking in the Command- 
ments of God, at the ſame time having a 
lively hope that if they did not, yet that 
their poſterity ſhould one time or other be- 
hold the Conſolation and Redemption of 
Iſrael. From this view then of the dif- 
ference between the Jewiſh Law and the 
Chriſtian Covenant, it plainly appears, I 
hope, in what ſenſe we are to underſtand 
thoſe Phraſes of St. Paul, made uſe of by 
him in many of his Epiſtles, wherein he 
chooſes to magnify Faith in oppoſition to 
the Works of the Law, which muſt be, 
we ſee, in oppoſition to the ceremo- 
nial part of it, and not the moral; for 
in none of his Epiſtles does he oppoſe 
Faith to good Works ; but in many parts 
of all of them, does he endeavor to ſhew 
the abſolute neceſſity of them; aſſerting 
that Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having the Promiſe of the Life that now ts, 
and of that which 1s to come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, ii. 13. he 
aſſures his Chriſtian Converts, that not the 
hearers of the Law are juſt before God, but 
the doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified, which 
may be reckoned a paraphiaſe as it were 
of that Aſſertion of our Lord, that not every 
one 
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one who faith unto him, Lord, Lord, ſhall 


enter into the kingdom of Heaven, but he 
that doeth the will of his Father which ts 
in Heaven, His Philippian Converts he 
thus adviſes, iv. 18, Finally Brethren, what- 
ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſe- 
ever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good Report, 
if there be any virtue, if there be any 
praiſe, think on theſe things. And once 
more, not to enumerate Quotations too 
much, in his Epiſtle to Titus, iii. 8. he 
ſays, this ig a faithful ſaying, and theſe 
things I will that thou arm conſtantly, that 
they who have believed in God, might be 
careful to maintain good Works; theſe are 
good and profitable unto men, Now as he 
wrote all his Epiſtles by the Inſpiration 
and under the Direction of the Holy Spirit, 
the Fountain of Truth and the Source of 
all Virtue, he muſt in all of them be con- 
ſiſtent with himſelf, and cannot therefore 
be ſuppoſed to have aſſerted in ſome of his 
Epiſtles that good Works were neceſſary 
to ſalvation, if he had in others of them 
abſolutely denied either the expediency or 
neceffity of them; for that would in fact 
be to make the Spirit of God inconſiſtent 


with Himſelf ; the great and blaſphemous 
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Impiety of which we every one of us, I 
hope, clearly diſcern. 

I HAVE thus ſhewn you in what ſenſe 
we muſt take thoſe Paſſages in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, which at firſt fight ſeemed to 
ſeparate Faith and good Works from each 
other, and therefore might perhaps appear 
to countenance your favourite opinion, but 
which upon a nearer and more impartial 
view and examination do abſolute condemn 
it. But before I cloſe this Letter I beg 
leave to explain to you the much miſtaken 
Doctrine of Chriſt's imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs. Now, this I take to be the true 
meaning of it. That it conſiſts in deal- 
ing with ſincerely righteous perſons, as if 
they were abſolutely fo, for the ſake of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. The grand and 
primary deſign of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
was to make us partakers of an inward 
and real Righteouſneſs; it being a ſecon- 
dary one, that we ſhould be accepted and 
rewarded, as if we were completely 1ighte- 
ous. Any cther notion therefore of this 
Doctrine cannot be at all conſiſtent with 
Truth. For as from the whole Goſpel it 
appears that there cannot be any ſuch Im- 
putation of Chriſt's Holineſs, as ſhall tend 
to render men remiſs in their proſecution 
of an inward and real Holineſs; ſo it is 
likewiſe evident that that Doctrine is de- 

ſigned 
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ſigned for a motive to encourage and 
quicken men in their endeavors after ſuch 
Righteouſneſs as is ſo. In treating upon 
theſe two very important points of Doc- 
trine, I have not entirely depended upon 
my own ſhallow experience in the ſacred 
Writings, but in my explanation of the 
farſt of them, have made free with the ſen- 
timents of the late Reverend and learned 
Dr. Samuel Clarke, as I found them con- 
ſiſtent with the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
as delivered in the New Teſtament, having 
taken the ſubſtance of his Argument in that 
his moſt excellent Diſcourſe, wherein he 
ſhews how the Law is ſaid to be the ſtrength 
of Sin, 5 Vol. 8th. Ser. And in my expla- 
nation of the latter, I took for my Guide, 
that truly pious Prelate Dr. Edward Foroler, 
formerly Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, who 
in his admirable Treatiſe, entitled the De- 
fign of Chriſtianity, has with the greateſt 
clearneſs and perſpicuity handled this Ar- 
gument, Sect. 3. Chap. 6. What other 
points I have ſtill to treat of, I ſhall beg 
leave to refer to my next Letter. , At pre- 
ſent therefore I ſhall conclude this Epiſtle 
with wiſhing you every Degree of Happi- 
neſs you are capable of here, with a Re- 
verſion of it in futurity. 
| I am, Dear Sir, 
TorcrorT, Your affectionate 

November 16, 1765. Friend and Brother, &. 
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EXPEDIENCY Or FAITH 
TO PROCURE 


TRUE AND SINCERE 
O B E DIE N CE. 


DEAR SIR, 


Concluded my laſt with a promiſe to 
enter, as ſoon as convenience would 
permit me, upon thoſe points of doctrine 
that I have not as yet taken notice of. 
Having in my two laſt ſhewn you from 
various Proofs drawn both from Reaſon 
and Scripture, the neceſſity of Good- 
works towards the obtaining eternal Sal- 
vation ; I ſhall now proceed to explain ta 
you the Expediency of Faith to the pro- 
curing 1n us this true and ſincere Obedi- 
ence, the conſequence of which will prove 
its abſolute neceſſity. In the Proſecution 


of 
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of this Argument, I ſhall beg leave to en- 


quire, what Idea it may be ſuppoſed St. 
Paul annexed to this term, Faith, when 
made uſe of by him in his Epiſtles; which 
will, if I am not miſtaken, evidently de- 
monſtrate to us, that Obedience never was 
excluded from that Faith which was de- 
livered by the Apoſtle, as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. Now Faith, or Faith in God, in 
the moſt obvious and natural Senſe, is an 
aſſent of the mind to the certain Exiſtence 
of an all perfect Being, eternal, immutable, 
omniſcient and omnipreſent, and to- the 
Truth of that which he ſhall reveal. But 
in the Inſtance of Abraham, of whom St. 
Paul in the 4th Chapter of his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, and at the zd verſe, affirms 
that he believed in God, and that was rechon- 
ed unto him for Righteouſneſs, his Faith in 
this caſe, was ſuch a firm and lively aſſent 
to the certainty of that Promiſe, as diſ- 
poſed him, in conſideration of it, to com- 
ply with that command of God with which 
it was accompanied. This act of Faith 
then was of a fœderal Nature, ſolemnly 
engaging for ſome Conditions required, in 
view of ſome Conſiderations offered, and 
Rewards annexed to them. From this 
uſe then made of the Term, Faith, by St. 
Paul in many of his Epiſtles, in thoſe par- 
ticularly to the Romans and Galatians, I 
| think, 
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think, it may be evidently ſhewn, that the 
Apoſtle never intended to exclude Obedi- 
ence from that Faith, which he aſſerts to 
be neceſſary for Juſtification of Life. In 
farther diſcourſing upon this Argument, it 
will be expedient to conſider ſome other 
Terms made uſe of by St. Paul in many 
of his Epiſtles upon this and the like occa- 
ſions. As 1ſt. what the Apoſtle meant, 
when he pronounced Abraham the Father 
of the faithful to be juſtified without the 
deeds of the Law. The late Reverend 
and learned Dr. Stanhope Dean of Canter- 
bury, in his moſt excellent Comment upon 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels of our Church, 
fays, to juſtify is a Term properly belong- 
ing to Proceſſes and Courts of Law, and is 
ſet in direct oppoſition to Condemnation. 
Now this, when done by God the righte- 
ous Judge of the World, muſt neceſſarily 
proceed upon one of theſe two Grounds : 
either Firit, that the Party fo juſtified is al- 
together innocent, and ſtrictly chargeable 
with no Guilt at all; but te this none 
could ever pretend, except that immacu- 
late Lamb, the eternal Son of God, who 
was put to death for the Sins of the whole 
World. Or elſe Secondly, the Party be- 
ing obnoxious to the Guilt of wilful and 
deliberate Sins, what Crimes ſoever he hath 


formerly committed, they are entirely par- 
doned 
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doned and paſſed by, and can no more riſe 
in Judgment againſt him, than if they had 
never been committed at all. Any Perſon 
therefore, to whom ſuch gracious Terms 
are covenanted, is in the Eye of the Law, 
(though not abſolutely in himſelf) eſteem- 
ed and reckoned as a righteous Perſons 
When the Apoſtle therefore declared Abra- 
ham to be juſtified without the Works of 
the Law, it is ſufficiently clear, that he 
meant by Juſtification that Abſolution 
from Guilt, which that Patriarch received 
at the Time of the Promiſe being made to 
him, when he was freed from the Con- 
demnation and Puniſhment that was due 
to that idolatrous Courſe of Life, which he 
had to that Time perſiſted in. It can 
therefore by no means be made to infer, 
that the Patriarch would ſtill have con- 
tinued in a ſtate of Juſtification, if from 
that Time in which God had revealed him- 
ſelf to him, he had not forſaken his former 
Idolatry, and continued ſtedfaſt in the firm 
Belief and Practice of that Religion which 
God had taught him, the principal Article 
of which was the Unity and Spirituality of 
the Divine Nature. 

I eRoCEED now to conſider the Term 
Righteouſneſs often made uſe of by St. 
Paul, when he aſſerts that Abraham's Faith 
was accounted unto him for Righteouſneſs, 

| | Now 
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Now this is often intended to denote no 
more than Juſtification, or an Acquittance 
from Sins paſt ; and therefore it is placed 
to ſignify not the Act, but the Advantage 
or Reward of believing in Chriſt, and 
thereupon embracing thoſe Terms of Sal- 
vation propoſed by him in his Goſpel. In 
this Senſe then it is evident that it ſtands 
in oppoſition not to the Crime, but to the 
Puniſhment of Unbelief or Diſobedience, 
which is evidently St. Paul's meaning of it, 
when he ſays, hat Abraham's Faith was rec- 
koned unto him for Righteouſneſs. Now from 
theſe Obſervations, I hope, it clearly appears, 
that the Term Faith, as uſed by St. Paul, 
being a firm Perſuaſion of the Truths con- 
tained in the Goſpel, this muſt needs be the 
firſt, not only in Time and Qrder, but alſo in 
the Quality of a Foundation; and is qualified 
to produce every other Chriſtian Virtue, as its 
proper Fruit and genuine Effects. 

IN pEED it muſt be acknowledged that 
it does not always produce theſe happy 
Effects, becauſe through the Corruption of 
human Nature it is ſometimes not a lively 
but rather a dormant Principle. For there 
have been many, who in almoſt all Ages of 
Chriſtianity have been negligent in exert- 
ing its due Force and Efficacy. Never- 
theleſs, where Men duly attend to it, and 


do not ſuffer the Motives it makes uſe of to 
be 
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be in any meaſure obſtructed, it never fails 
to render them in every Reſpect exemplary 
Patterns of that Purity and Holineſs which 
the Chriſtian. Religion in all its ſeveral 
Doctrines very ſtrongly enforces upon the 
Minds of its Diſciples. The ſacred Writers 
therefore in the Accounts they give us of 
this Virtue, ſpeak of it, as it is in its own 
Nature, great, powerful and efficacious , 
always preſuming that thoſe Perſons who 
are poſſeſſed of it, will make uſe of all 
their Strength to preſerve its Impreſſions 
as lively and as ſtrong, as they were, when 
firſt made upon them. Conſequently, where 
Men are careful to act in this manner, 
they will experience their Inducements to 
obey the Precepts of the Goſpel to be fo 

werful, and the Conditions of obtaining 
them ſo reaſonable and neceſſary, that an 
aſſured Expectation of the former will draw 
after it a careful Diſcharge of the latter. 
It is therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence 
and Importance that Men 'be thoroughly 
eſtabliſhed and confirmed in this common 
Principle of Goodnels. 

Tat whole Duty of a Chriſtian then is 
very properly compriſed under this Article 
of Faith; fince whoever is firmly eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Truth of the Goſpel, muſt be 
likewiſe in the Truth of thoſe Doctrines 
which it inculcates ; the principal of which 
are, 
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are, that God ſent his only-begotten Son 
to take upon him our Nature, and become 
Man, that he might redeem us from all 
Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pecu- * 
liar People zealous of good Works. That 
as the Son of God hath by his Death upon 
the Croſs aboliſhed the whole Power of 
Sin, we muſt therefore kill it in ourſelves, 
by ſubduing all our inordinate Affections, 
and endeavoring as far as we are able, to 
attain perfect Holineſs in the Sight of 
God. That if we be ſincere and unweari- 
ed in ſuch our Endeavors, God will grant 
us the Grace of his Holy Spirit to com- 
plete and perfect them; that although we 
may not hitherto have been ſo regular and 
conſtant in our Obedience as we ought to 
have been, yet if we are unfeignedly ſorry 
for our paſt Miſconduct, and ſincerely re- 
ſolve for the future not to obey Sin in the 
Luſts thereof ; our heavenly Father will 
then regard us with an Eye of Pity and 
Compaſſion, and for the Sake of the un- 
ſinning Obedience of his ever Beloved Son, 
and the Merits of his Death and Suffer- 
ings will receive us again into his Favor. 
But if, notwithſtanding all theſe Aſſuran- 
ces, we will, by continuing in Sin, and 
ſerving it in the Luſts thereof, trample un- 
der foot the Son of God, and count the 
Blood of the Covenant wherewith we were 


ſanctified 
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ſanctified an e Thing, and thereby 
do deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, that 
then there remains no more Sacrifice for 
Sin, but a certain fearful looking for of 
Judgment and fiery Indignation to devour 
the Adverſaries. I ſay, Faith comprehend- 
ing under it all theſe Articles, may well 
be eſteemed as the Sum of a Chriſtian's 
Duty; and they, who after the Example 
of faithful Abrabam are properly influen- 
ced by it, may likewiſe wid equal Pro- 
priety expect to have it with him imputed 
unto them for Righteouſneſs. 

TH1s Faith, I aflert, all muſt poſſeſs, 
who from the Heart believe, that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, the eternal and only-begotten 
Son of God, and becoming Man was quali- 
fied to be the Redeemer and Saviour of the 
World. For they who entertain a hearty 
Perſuaſion of -this great, this fundamental 
Truth, muſt be firmly reſolved to enter 
into Coyenant with him, and accept the 
Terms, Which thoſe Advantages are pro- 
poſed.” Of this Nature was the Faith of 
thoſe firſt Converts to Chriſtianity made by 
St. Peter's preaching on the Day of Pente- 
coſt. Of the like Nature was the Faith of 
the Thief upon the Croſs, who though he 
beheld his Saviour then in the fame Situa- 
tion with himſelf, yet ſaw through the 
Veil which for that Seaſon overſhadowed 


him, 
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him, acknowledged him for his Redeemer, 
and begged to be remembered of him 
when he ſhould come into his Kingdom. 
In like manner was the Faith of the Eunuch 
inſtructed by Philip, when he acknowledg- 
ed Jeſus to be the Son of God. The ſame 
was the Faith of the perſecuting Saul, who, 
when converted by a Viſion from Heaven, 
boldly preached Chriſt crucified, to the 
unbelieving Jews indeed a ſtumbling-block, 
and to the Gentiles who perverſely with- 
ſtood the Conviction of their Minds, fool- 
iſhneſs; but unto them who are called, 1. e. 
willingly and without Prejudice hearken to 
and obey the Truth, Chriſt the Power of 
God and the Wiſdom of God. This was 
the Faith of the Roman Centurion Cor- 
nelius, the Jailor at Philippi, and many 
others left upon ſacred Record. For this, 
generally ſpeaking, is the Faith to which 
Juſtification in the Senſe I have mentioned 
above, is attributed as its conditional 
Cauſe. This we find always diſtinguiſhed 
from, and oppoſed to Works and the Law, 
in reſpect of its being followed by that 
| beneficial Effect, which they were 1nca- 
pable of producing. For ſuch is evidently 
the meaning of St. Paul's Reaſoning, as 
appgars from the 21 and 22 verſes of the 
3d chap. of his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 


and many other Texts of equal Import- 
ance 
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ance in other of his Epiſtles ; ſo eſpecially 
in that Part of his Sermon to the Men of 
Antioch recorded by St. Luke in the 13th 
chap. of his Acts of the Apoſtles, 38, 39 
verſes, where he ſays, Be it known unto you 
therefore, that through this Man is preached 
unto you the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and by 
him all that believe are juſtified from all 
Things, from which ye could not be juſtified 
by the Law of Msjes. Having thus ſhewn 
you, as I intended, the Expediency of 
Faith to the procuring in us true and ſin- 
cere Obedience, I have now only one Point 
remaining for me to prove, and then to 
conclude all I have to ſay upon this Sub- 
jet; which 1s, to ſhew you, that the Ar- 
ticles of our Church preach the ſame Doc- 
trine; but this I refer to my next Letter, 

In the mean Time, 
ToPcrorrT, I am, 
Fan. 27, 1766, Dear Sir, 
Your's, &c. 
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ASSERTED IN THE 


FOREGOING LETTERS 


AGREEABLE TO THE 


ARTICLES of ouR CHURCH. 


Dear SIR, 


]* my haſt Letter I promiſed you that I 

would in my next Endeavor to prove to 
you, that the Doctrine which I had aſſerted 
in my foregoing Letters was the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, as expreſſed in 
her Articles; the clearing of which there- 
fore is the Deſign of my preſent Letter, 
with which I ſhall beg leave to conclude 
this Subject. In the Proſecution of this 
Argument, I ſhall firſt produce each Ar- 
ticle that relates to this Subject by itſelf ; 
and then endeavor to ſhew you, that what 
I have aſſerted is agreeable thereto. 

ARTI- 
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ARTICLE 11. Of the Juſtification of 
Man. We are accounted righteous be- 
fore God, only FoR the Merits of ow 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt B y Faith, 
and not FoR our own Works or Deſery- 
ings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by 
Faith only, is a moſt wholſome Doctrine, 
and very full of Comfort, as more largely 
is expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification.” 
Now the Thing intended to be here fixed 
is the meritorious Cauſe, or that ror 
which we are juſtified; and it is diſowned 
of our Works, or that we are juſtified 
FOR them. But then it is not ſaid that 
Faith is that Cauſe, or that we are juſtified 
Fox Faith: No—but only Fox the Merits 
of our LokD—what is oppoſed to our own 
Works, are the Merits of our Redeemer, 
and we are juſtified FoR his Merits by 
Faith. His Merits are the Cauſe, and 
Faith the Medium; but this excludes not 
Works, in any other reſpect than as a 
meritorious Cauſe, on the contrary, wichout 
Works Faith is dead. Now as, FoR his 
Merits we muſt be juſtified, and not for 
any Merits in our own Works; therefore 
to be juſtified, we muſt not truſt in our 
own Works, but . muſt have Faith in his 
Merits, whereby we are juſtified. — Thus is 
it that we are juſtified by Faith only, not to 


the Excluſion of Works, but to the Ex- 
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cluſion of any Truſt in their Merit Works 
muſt however coexiſt with our Faith, for 
as has been ſaid, Faith, if it hath not Works, 
1s dead being alone, 1 James ii. 17. The 
next Article or the 12th, ſpeaks fully to 
this Effect. 

ARTICLE 12, Of Good Works. Al- 
beit that Good Works, which are the 
Fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtifi- 
cation, cannot put away our Sins, and en- 
dure the Severity of God's Judgment; yet 
are they pleaſing and acceptable to God in 
Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a 
true and lively Faith, inſomuch, that by 
them a lively Faith may be as evidently 
known as a Tree diſcerned by the Fruit.“ 
That Good Works are not meritorious is 
very evident to any one in the leaſt con- 
verſant with Revelation and the ſacred 
Writings; but then from theſe ſame 
Writings it is as clear, that they are pleaſ- 
ing to God, and accepted through Chriſt, 
— This St. Paul himſelf aſſerts in his E- 
piſtle to the Epheſians, ii. 10. For we are 
his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto Good Works, which God hath before 
ordained that we ſhould wa in them. B 
the Fall of our firſt Parents, we loſt the 
Perfection of our Nature, therefore our 
beſt 4Ctions muſt neceſſarily be very im- 
perfect, and conſequently are by no means 


capable 
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capable of enduring the Severity of. God's 
Judgment, much leſs make an Atonement 
for our Sins, ſince they themſelves ſtand in 
need of an Expiation being made for them 
through the Blood of Chriſt: But him has 
God ordained to be the Mediator of eternal 
Life, that they who through Faith in him 
produce Fruit unto Holineſs, ſhall for the 
Sake of his Merits be rendered capable of 
inheriting eternal Happineſs. 

Now I am not conſcious to myſelf that 
in any of my former Letters J have aſſert- 
ed any Thing that contradicts this Doc- 
trine, or that 1s repugnant to this Article 
of our Church. For it never was my De- 
ſign, and conſequently I could never at- 
tempt to prove, that Good Works could 
of themſelves avail to the putting away the 
Filth of the Fleſh, as the Apeſtle ex- 
preſſes it, or that we ſhould by Virtue of 
them alone, without any Reliance upon 
the Merits of Chriſt's Death and Suffer- 
ings, be able to endure the Severity of 
God's Judgment. The whole of what I 
have here aſſerted, is, that Faith upon the 
Merits of Chriſt, unleſs it be accompanied 
with Good Works, will not alone be fut- 
ficient to obtain from the Hands of God 
our Juſtification: unto Life, ſince the one 
are declared to be as much the Condition 
of the Goſpel-Covenaat, as the other. 
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They are both of equal Value in the Sight 
of God, therefore equally pleaſing to him, 


and the latter are as neceſſary to the Per- 


fection of Faith, or its being a true and 
living Faith, as the bringing forth Fruit is 
to the Perfection of a Tree. 

ARTICLE 13. Of Works before Juſti- 
fication. © Works done before the Grace 
of Chriſt and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 
arc not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they 
ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither 
do they make Men meet to receive Grace, 
or, as the School Authors ſay, deſerve Grace 
of Congruity : yea, rather, for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they have the Nature of Sin.” — 
The Senſe of this Article I take to be this; 
that in order to render the Actions of Men 
perfectly good, it is neceſſary that they 
proceed from a good Principle, viz. Faith, 
and that they likewiſe tend to a good End, 
uz, the Glory of God, and that there be 
not the leaſt Deficiency in any one of theſe 
Reſpects. But then who is there amongſt 
either the Sons or Daughters of Mankind, 
that can lay their Hands upon their Hearts, 
and declare that they have neither in 
Thought, Word or Deed, tranſgreſſed a- 
gainſt the Commandments of God, even 


after they may have been ſuppoſed to have 
partook 
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partook of the Grace of Chriſt our Sa- 
viour : therefore how ſpecious ſoever our 
good Actions may appear, they can of 
themſelves be entitled to no Merit, on ac- 
count of their Imperfection, conſequently 
without the Merits of Chriſt being firſt 
imputed, will never be able of themſelves 
to bring. us into the Preſence of God. 
Agrecable to which the Apoſtle ſays, 
Titus iii. 5. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
which we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of Rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost: 
and again, Romans iv. 2. If Abraham 
were juſtified by Works, he hath whereof 10 
Glory, but not before God. 6. Even as Da- 
vid alſo deſeribeth the Blefſedneſs of the Man 
unto whom God imputeth Righteouſneſs with- 
out Works. And ot himſelf he thus ſpeaks, 
though he was at that time an Apoſtle of 
Chriſt. chap. vii. 18. J know that in me, 
that is in my Fleſh dwelleth no good Thing. 
He therefore in the next chapter draws this 
Concluſion, that they that are in the Fleth 
cannot pleaſe God. 

Now in any of the foregoing Letters I 
am not ſenſible of having aſſerted any Doc- 
trine contrary to that which is contained in 
this Article of our Church. I never diſ- 
allowed the Principle from which all our 
Actions ought to flow, in order to render 

them 


w 
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them acceptable in the Sight of God ; viz. 
Faith in him, and a firm Belief of his Pro- 
miſes in Chriſt Jeſus. But as this Prin- 
ciple will by no means avail towards puri- 
fying the Heart, without the Grace of God 
co-operating with it, it conſequently fol- 
lows, that all our Works performed without 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, muſt 
be ſo far from having any Virtue in them, 
that they muſt in their own Nature be 
evil. But then, unleſs there be in us a 
Mind diſpoſed to hearken to the Influences 
of God's Grace, we ſhall be by no means 
qualified to partake of it. For God has 
no where in Scripture, that I can find, 
promiſed to beſtow it upon us indiſcrimi- 
nately, and to fave us by his Grace, without 
our making uſe at the ſame time of the 
means neceſſary to accompliſh the ſame. 
Many, I know, are apt to think, from the 
Cate of the Thief upon the Croſs, that 
when God has predetermined a Man to be 
ſaved, as they are pleaſed to term 1t, he 
will then beſtow ſuch a Meaſure of his 
Grace, as that he ſhall not be able to with- 
ſtand its Force. But no ſuch Concluſion 
can, I think, ever be drawn from this In- 
france. For let us conſider the whole of 
this very remarkable Tranſaction. This 
Man then acknowledged our Lord to be 
the Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind, at 


the 
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the very Time when his Enemies were in- 
ſulting over him as an Impoſtor ; when 
even one of his own Diſciples had juſt be- 
trayed him, another had poſitively denied 
knowing him; and all of them, tho” they 
had for ſome time been the Companions of 
his Diſcourſes and Miracles, had yet now 
- In his greateſt Danger forſaken him, and 
were fled; when they, who once firml 

believed it had been he, who ſhould have 
redeemed Iſrael, did now deſpair of him, 
and give him up together with their Faith 
for loſt. This extraordinary Faith, and 
modeſt Behaviour ſuitable thereto, did argue 
a Temper of itſelf ſo ingenuous, ſo well 
diſpoſed for Conviction, that it is by no 
means to be wondered at, that God ſhould 
then communicate the Aſſiſtance of his 
Grace ſo very liberally, as wholly to com- 
plete his Repentance, and thereby entitle 
him to that glorious Promiſe of being that 
Day with his Redeemer in Paradiſe. For, 
had he hardened himſelf as the Rulers and 
chief Prieſts amongſt the Jews did, or as 
the other Thief, the Partner in his tem- 
poral Puniſhment had done, and joined 
him and them an reviling and blaſpheming 
his Saviour, God would nct then, we may 
be ſare, have beſtowed his Grace upon 
him, but would, as he did thoſe abandoned 
Wretches, have permitted him to have 


abided 
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abided the miſerable Effects of ſuch his 


Folly and Impiety. Therefore though we 
cannot merely of ourſelves do any thing 
that ſhall be acceptable in the Sight of 
God, and whatever we do of that Nature, 
muſt be aſcribed to the Grace of God co- 
operating with us; yet at the ſame time, I 
think, it muſt be granted, both from the 
Inſtance juſt now mentioned, and many 
others in Scripture of a like Nature, that 
God requires of us, in order to qualify us 
to receive his Grace, that we bring with us 
Minds tractable and well diſpoſed, always 
ready to hearken to his Holy Suggeſtions, 
and to obey and ſubmit to the Influences 
of his Grace over us. Which Doctrine, 
I think, is very agreeable to the 1oth Ar- 
ticle of our Church, concerning Free- Wall. 
« The Condition of Man after the Fall of 
Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf by his own natural Strength 
and Good- Works to Faith and calling up- 
on God. Wherefore we have no Power 
to do Good- Works, pleaſant and acceptable 
to God, without the Grace of God by 
Chriſt preventing us that we may have a 
good Will, and working with us, when we 
have this good Will. The Senſe and 
Meaning of which I take to be this, that 
when God created Man, he made him per- 
fect in his kind, and therefore with a Will 
entirely 
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entirely at Liberty to chooſe either Good 


or Evil. But when Man loſt his Inno- 
cence by tranſgreſſing the Divine Com- 
mand, he forfeited that Power of Election 
and Choice which he had before enjoyed, 
ceaſed to be free with regard to Good, 
therefore became the Slave and Servant of 
Sin: the Conſequence of which is, that 
his Underſtanding is blinded, his Will be- 
come perverſe, and his Paſſions and Appe- 
tites ſo impetuous, that when left entirely 
to himſelf, he is incapable of either diſ- 
cerning or chooſing thoſe Things which 
are in their own Nature good, but is car- 
ried away to follow thoſe Things which 
are the direct oppoſites of the former. The 
Apoſtle therefore ſays, Romans viii. 8. So 
then they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
God. From hence then it appears that all 
Men ſtand in need of the Aſſiſtanee of the 
Holy Spirit, to enable them to chooſe as 
well as perform what is good and ac- 
ceptable to God ; which, as it is the moſt 
excellent Gift the Divine Mercy can be- 
ſtow upon us his fallen Creatures, and 
which he likewiſe gives out of his own 
free Bounty and loving-kindneſs, it is by 
way of Eminence called Grace, in order 
thereby to diſtinguiſh its Excellency with 
regard to us, beyond every other Favor the 


Almighty can confer upon us. This every 
one 
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one may experience the happy and moſt 
bleſſed Effects of, who is careful to im- 
prove it when beſtowed, and to bring a 
Mind ſuitable to receive it ; for this will 
never be wanting to any Man, who 1s not 
firſt wanting to himſelf. Having thus en- 
deavored to ſhew you that the Doctrine 
maintained in the foregoing Letters, is not 
only agreeablf to Scripture, but likewiſe 
by no means contradictory to the Articles 
of our Church, I ſhall here beg leave to 
cloſe the Subject. If what has been ſaid, 
ſhall tend to eſtabliſn you or any other of 
my Brethren, who may through the Frailty 
of human Nature have been wandering in 
tne wide and dangerous Labyrinth of Er- 
ror, in the Truth as it is in Chriſt, I ſhall 
by no means think the time ſpent in the 
drawing up thoſe Letters, unprofitably be- 
{towed ; but ſhall be thankful to God for 
inclining me thus to employ the Talent he 
has committed to my Charge. I will not 
any longer treſpaſs upon your Patience, but 
will conclude the whole with praying the 
Almighty, that you, myſelf, and every other 
Diſciple of Chriſt may always have our 
Minds fo well diſpoſed to receive his Grace, 
and when made Partakers of it, with Care 
to improve it, that he may never have oc- 
caſion, either through our Wilfulneſs or 
Negligence to withdraw it from us; but 
that 
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that at laſt through its bleſſed Influence 
we may become Chriſtians both in Will 
and Deed, true Iſraelites, in whom ſhall 
be found no Guile. Which happy Effect 
God of his infinite Mercy grant for Jeſus 


Chriſt his Sake, our moſt Bleſſed Redeemer 
and Saviour. | 


I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Toycrorr, Your affectionate 
March 31, 1766, Friend and Brother, 
JOHN FRANCIS. 
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ROMANS XIIL 3. 


For Rulers are not à Terror to good Works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be 
afraid of the Power? Do that which ts 
good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the 
fame. 


T. Paul, in the firſt Part of this Chap- 
MW ter, out of which the Words now read 
to you are taken, enforces to his Chriſtian 
Converts at Rome the Doctrine of Sub- 
jection to the higher Powers by a Sub- 
miſſion to their Authority, and an Obedi- 
ence to their Laws. Let every Soul, ſays 
he, be ſubjeft unto the higher Powers. He 
then proceeds to give the Reaſon for laying. 
down this Precept; both from its Divine 
Inſtitution, and its Neceſſity, fince without 
ſuch a Subjection, there could be no ſuch 
Thing as Order. and Regularity to be ob- 
ſerved in the World ; as then the ſtronger 
and more powerful would quickly oppreſs, 
if not entirely cruſh their weaker Brethren, 


Gy the 
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the fatal Conſequence of which would be 
a total Anarchy and Confuſion. Now, in 
order to remove the Dread ſuch a Supe- 
riority might have over their Minds, he 
informs them in what manner they ſhould 
proceed to cauſe this Deſignation of Au- 
thority to turn out to their Advantage and 
Comfort, viz. by conforming their Actions 
to the Commands of God. For he aſſures 
them in the Words of my Text, That 
Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but 
to the evil, Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the Power ? Do that which 1s good, and 
thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame. 

Fox theſe Words of the Apoſtle thus ex- 
plained, I ſhall beg leave to ſhew you the 
Advantage of an uniform Obedience in all the 
ſeveral Actions of our Lives under which 
muſt be comprehended Obedience to Go- 
vernment; then enforce the Neceſſity of 
it, and conclude with informing you, what 
a Guilt you will bring upon your Souls, by 
reſiſting Authority in the Execution of its 
lawful Deſigns. For there is no Powers 
but of God ; the Powers that be are ordained 
of God. Whoſoever therefore refiſteth the 
Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of God; the 
Conſequence of the whole of which Pro- 
ceeding will be, that they that reſiſt, ſhall 
recerve to themſelves Damnation. To enjoy 


the Protection of Government, and entitle 
| our 
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ourſelves to its Praiſe and Commendation, 
it is neceſſary that we pay a chearful Obe- 
dience to thoſe Laws which it has or ſhall 
enact for the good or benefit of Society, 
ſuch as tend to promote the Intereſts of 
Piety and Virtue, by endeavoring to inſtil 
into Mens Minds the Principles of Re- 
ligion, and obliging the idle and diſſolute 
to earn their Maintenance by induſtrious 
Labor; which in other Words amounts to 
no more, than our conforming ourſelves to 
the Precepts of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
were calculated to ſerve that verv End and 
Purpoſe. Now no Man will pretend to be 
a Diſciple of Chriſt, unleſs he will obey 
the Precepts his Bleſſed Maſter has enjoin- 
ed him? And in caſe he ſhould, what Ad- 
vantage will his being a nominal Chriſtian 
bring him ? Does he think that our Lord 
will own ſuch an one at the laſt Day to be 
his Servant? Will he then, think ye, re- 
ceive ſuch an one into Glory, becauſe he 
had the good Fortune by being born in a 
Chriſtian Country, to have been baptized 
in his Name? If nothing more than ſuch 
a bare Profeſſion was required, what Ne- 
ceſſity was there that our Saviour ſhould 
have ſet us an Example of unſinning Obe- 
dience, if we were not bound to follow it, 
as far as frail human Nature can imitate 


Divine Profections? But what does our 
G 2 Bleſſed 


(194) 

Bleſſed Lord himſelf fay to all ſuch Pre- 
tenders to Piety and Goodneſs, to ſuch 
2 as thus again as it were to betray 

im with a Kiſs; Many, ſays our Divine 
Inſtructor, will ſay to me in that Day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not propheſied in thy Name, 
and in thy Name have caſt out Devils, and 
in thy Name have done many wonderful 
Works? And then will I profeſs unto them, 
J never knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work Iniquity ; for not every one that ſaith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the 
Will of my Father, who is in Heaven. 

BesIDEs, let us conſider the Nature of the 
Goſpel-Duties, and their Tendency to the 
promoting the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind even in this Life, and which will 
certainly ſecure our everlaſting Welfare. 

To begin then with our Duty towards God. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that the firſt 
of all the Commandments conſiſts in the 
Belief of one God, the Creator, Preſerver, 
and Governor of the World; and that 
ſuch a Belief muſt manifeſt itſelf in loving 
him with all our Heart, and with all our 
Soul, and with all our Mind, and with all 
our Strength. This is the Foundation of 
all Religion, natural as well as revealed, 
the Effect of which will be, that we ſhall 


love our Neighbor as ourſelves, that being 
the 
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the 2d like unto it. Now by loving God 
in the manner here required, we ſhall dread 


nothing ſo much as his Diſpleaſure, conſe- 


quently we ſhall fear God; we ſhall be 
particularly careful to honor his holy Word, 
and pay all due Regard to the Revelations 
of his Will, ſo that like the Bereans, men- 
tioned by St. Luke, we ſhall receive the 
Word with all Readineſs of Mind, and ſearch 
the Scriptures daily, whether theſe Things 
are Jo. This therefore will prove the 
ſtrongeſt Antidote to all Infidelity. It will 
likewiſe eſtabliſh our Hope, which is a 
ſtrong Reliance and Dependance upon the 
Truth and Goodneſs of God, for his Per- 
formance of thoſe Things which he has 
promiſed. So that this, which is the pro- 
per Effect of Faith, is a peculiar Homage 
to God upon the Foot of his infallible 
Truth, that he can neither be miſtaken 
himſelf, nor is under any Temptation to 
deceive us. This properly grounded will 
guard us againſt thoſe pernicious Extremes, 
Preſumption and Deſpair. Of the former 
we are guilty, when we negle& thoſe means 
of Grace, which are eſtabliſhed in order to 
enable us to perform our Duty, and raſhly 
run ourſelves into Temptations, preſuming 
upon our own Strength to encounter them. 
Of the latter, when we are ſo overwhelmed 


with the weight of our Sins, as to miſtruſt. 
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the Mercy of God, and impiouſly i Imagine 
the Merits of Chriſt's Death a Sacrifice not 
ſufficient to atone for the Sins of Mankind 
and fatisfy the Divine Juſtice. It will 
likewiſe in all our Wants and Dangers 
cauſe us to put our whole Truſt in him, 
whereby we declare our conſtant Depend- 
ance upon God for the Relief of all our 
Wants, whether ſpiritual or temporal, and 
of his being able to ſupport us under all 
our Afflictions and Temptations. Theſe 
Conſiderations will finally beget in us that 
Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind, which 
will cauſe us to reſign our Wills to God's, 
never to preſume upon any fancied Righte- 
ouſneſs we may have performed, or arro- 
gantly boaſt of it, but with the humble 
Publican mentioned in the Goſpel to cry 
out in the deepeſt Contrition of Heart, 
God be merciful to me a Sinner. Never to 
repine at any of God's Niſpenſations, but 
whatever Afflictions ſhall befal us, with 
Patience and Reſignation receive them, be- 
ing ever ready to join with good old Eli in 
declaring, that it is the Lord, let him ao 
what ſeemeth him good. And will not, 
think you, ſuch a pious and good Diſpo- 
ſition as this be a means of procuring us 
that Happineſs, which conſiſts in a well 
diſpoſed Mind, in the conſciouſneſs of our 
having performed our Duty to God, and 
thereby 
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thereby being aſſured of having made him 
our Friend ; the Excellency of which con- 
. fiſts in being approved of by Him, who is 
infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom itſelf. This 
is a Happineſs, which as the World can- 
not give, ſo neither can it take away. 

I PROCEED now to conſider wherein 
conſiſts the Love of our Neighbor. The 
firſt and principal Duty of which is con- 


tained in Obedience to Government; . e. 


in ſubmitting ourſelves to every Ordinance of 


Man jor the Lord's Sake, whether it be to 
the King, as ſupreme, or unto Governors, as 
unto them that are ſent by him for the 
Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe 
of them that do well, Upon the punctual 
Obſervance of this Precept depends that 
good Order and Regularity in Government, 
which is ſo eſſential to the Preſervation of 
Society, that without it all mutual Inter- 
courſe and Fellowſhip with each other 
would quickly be deſtroyed, and nothing 
but Anarchy and Confuſion be found in 
the World. Without Government, thoſe 
leſſer Societies, ſuch as Cities, Bodies cor- 
porate, nay, even Families could not ſub- 
fiſt. For take away Authority from Go- 
vernors, and we ſhall find that Children 
will ſoon follow the Example, and refuſe 
their Parents that Obedience, which God 
and Nature require and expect from them : 
| G 4 Servants 
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Servants likewiſe will become refracto 

and contumacious, ever ready to diſpute 
their Maſters lawful Commands, defraud 
and cheat them without any Check or Re- 
ſtraint, and if not obliged in their unrea- 
ſonable Demands, will ſometimes proceed 
to ſuch Violence, as even to imbrue their 
Hands in their Blood : and that this is no 
imaginary Scene of Things, drawn, as ſome 
perhaps may be willing to think, to terrify 
and alarm you, the Annals of Hiſtory of 
all Ages and Nations will ſufficiently prove; 
ſo neceſſary we fee it is for the Preſerva- 
tion of Society, that all due Reverence 
ſhould be paid to thoſe who are ſet in 
Authority over us. As Duty is thus due 
to the Civil Magiſtrate, fo likewiſe is Re- 
verence to be paid to our ſpiritual Paſtors 
and Teachers, as they are Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God. We ſhould therefore pay all proper 
Attention to their Precepts and Admo- 
nitions, confidering that they watch for our 
Souls, as they that muſt give an Account, 
that they may do it with Joy and not with 
Grief, for that is unprofitable for us. Our 
Duty towards our Neighbor likewiſe re- 
quires of us, that we do no Wrong or In- 
jury to any one, but that we give every 
Man is due: That we defame no one; 


that we do not that to our Neighbor, which 
all 
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all Circumſtances conſidered, we ſhould be 
unwilling to have done to ourſelves. That 
we be kind and charitable, according to our 
Abilities, to every Perſon in Diſtreſs ; and 
when Acts of Benevolence are to be per- 
formed, eſteeming every Man our Brother, 
of what Nation, or Country or Religion 
ſoever he be. That we be ready to for- 
give any Injury that may have been done 
us, as we expect Forgiveneſs of our Of- 
fences at God's Hand. In fine we are for- 
bidden to covet any Thing that may tend 
to our Neighbor's Detriment, or what of 
right belongs to him. This is the Sum of 
the Chriſtian Law, as far as it relates to 
our Neighbor, which when duly perform- 
ed, procures Love, Friendſhip and good 
Neighborhood, and is of ſuch univerſal 
Benefit to Society, as to render that People, 
who are actuated and governed by it, truly 
bleſſed and happy. 

THxst Duties thus properly obſerved, 
will be the ſure means to preſerve us from 
neglecting thoſe that reſpect ourſelves. For 
he, who is ever entertaining in his Thoughts 
the immenſe Diſtance there is between him 
and his Creator, will be apt to join with 
the good old Patriarch in acknowledging 
that he is not worthy of the leaſt of all 
God's Mer cies: but when he ſhall come 


to reflect that Sin has reduced him to a 
State 
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State worſe than nothing, without the Mer- 
cies of God and the Merits of our Rleſſed 
Saviour, how much it cauſe him to join 
with Holy David in that devout Litany, 
Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great 
Goodneſs. The Man, who from a juſt 
Senſe of his Duty to God is thus meek 
and humble, will ever be ready to obey his 
Superiors in all things juſt and lawful; in 
ſubmitting to the Authority even of the 
froward and unworthy ; never deſpiſing 
their Perſons, expoſing their Weakneſſes, 
or inſulting over their Infirmities. True 
Humility will make him affable and courte- 
ous to his Neighbor, though his inferior ; 
if his equal, candid and ready to maintain 
Peace and Amity with him, if his ſuperzor, 


reſpectful and ſubmiſſive. This meek and 


humble Man then will never pride him- 
felf upon the goods of Nature, Fortune, 
or of Grace, but will always acknowledge 
them as the Gifts of the free Bounty and 
Mercy of God. He will always be con- 
tented with the Station God has allotted 
him, though it be never ſo diſagreeable and 
diſtaſteful to him, as being well aſſured that 
the Promiſe of God by his Apoſtle to all 
ſuch well diſpoſed Perſons is unſhaken, I 
will never leave you nor forſake you. A 
Man of this pious turn of Mind will never 
be guilty of thuſe Vices, which, tho' the 
preſent 
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Wer 
preſent Age may reckon faſhionable, will 
yet draw a Man's Soul into the Pit of Per- 
dition ; but will by Chaſtity and Sobriety 
endeavor to obtain ſuch a maſtery over his 
Paſſions, as will at length enable him thro' 
the divine Aſſiſtance, which will never be 
wanting upon ſuch Occaſions, with Foſeph 
to reſiſt all ſuch Temptations upon this no- 
ble and truly pious Principle, how can I do 
this great Wickedneſs and Sin againſt God. 

AN D now from this ſketch, imper- 
fect as I am ſenſible it is, of the great and 
ſubſtantial Advantages ariſing to us from 
being thus punctual in our Duty towards 
God, our Neighbor and ourſelves, few 
Arguments, I ſhould hope, would be ne- 
ceſſary to enforce the neceſſity we are un- 
der of putting them in Practice. Out of 
the many therefore that there are for this 
Purpoſe, I ſhall beg leave to make uſe only 
of this, that the Vices oppoſite to the Vir- 

tues I have here mentioned, though for 
the preſent they may afford us a ſhort 
temporary Pleaſure, will moſt certainly in 
the end terminate in our everlaſting Ruin. 
Many, I am very ſenſible there are, who, 
thinking that an eternal Puniſhment for 
temporary Crimes bears no Proportion to 
each other, and is therefore incompatible 
with the Juſtice of God, have aſſerted that 


the Divine FI. will be fatisfied with a 
lets 


| 1 
leſs Puniſhment, and that the ſupreme Being 
will never condemn Man eternally, for 
what through the Frailty of his Nature, he 
was almoſt incapacitated to preſerve him- 
ſelf from. Now however ſpecious this Argu- 
ment may at firſt ſight appear to us, (as we 
are apt to think it) from indulging ourſelves 
in the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, yet I 
ſhould hope a few Words would ſuffice to 
ſhew the Falfity of it in both reſpects. 
When Men indulge themſelves in Sin, 
their Souls thereby contract ſuch a Pollu- 
tion, as is too apt to vitiate their juſt 
Notions of Things ; the Conſequence of 
which will be, that they will become ut- 
terly unable to receive any Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction from any thing but what tends 
to the gratification of their Senſes. To 
be admitted then into ſuch a Place and 
amongſt ſuch a Society, as will admit of 
no opportunity for ſuch a gratification, 
cannot be the means of procuring any 
Happineſs, but muſt terminate in the Proſ- 
pect of certain Miſery, For let us a little 
conſider in what will conſiſt the Happineſs 
of good Men after Death. Now the Scrip- 
tures inform us, that this will be in the 
Fruition of the Almighty, 1. e. in endea- 
voring to reſemble him in his Divine Per- 
fections; in being pure, as he 1s pure, holy 


as he is holy, mercitul as he is merciful, 


juſt 
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Juſt as he is juſt, and taking a Pleaſure in 
Truth, as being one of the eſſential At- 
tributes of the Divine Nature. If theſe 
then be the Joys of Heaven, as God, who 
cannot lie, has in the Divine Revelations 
of his Will, moſt firmly aſſured us they 
are, and that this Life is the Time ap- 
pointed by him, who is to be our Judge 
at the laſt Day, in order to qualify us to 
partake of them, pray, let me aſk the 
voluptuous, unjuſt, implacable and pro- 
fane Man, who has neglected the Oppor- 
tunity afforded him of acquiring ſuch a 
Diſpoſition as is neceſſary towards attain- 

ing theſe ſeveral Graces or Virtue, indul- 
ged himſelf in all the evil and corrupt 
Imaginations of his Heart, and with Con- 
tempt has refuſed to hearken to all Holy 
Suggeſtions of Grace, whether he can 
think himſelf unjuſtly dealt by, when he 
comes to refle& Seriouſly upon his Con- 
dition, that God ſhould deprive him of 
that Happineſs, which he would never 
take the leaſt Pains to render himſelf a 
worthy partaker of. Then as to its being 
Eternal, the Objection againſt that is eaſily 
removed; for firſt, as by his Crimes he 
has offended againſt infinite Juſtice, for 
that Juſtice to be ſatisfied, it is neceſſ:ry 
that infinite or eternal Puniſhment ſhould 
enſue, and it is impoſſible that they ſhould 


be 
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be infinite in any other Reſpect than their 
Duration, however they may admit an 
Encreaſe. Secondly, of this particular 
Circumſtance it was abſurd for him to 
plead Ignorance ; and then thirdly, if he 
thinks the Almighty under a Neceſlity, as 
it were, to fulfil his Promiſe with regard 
to eternal Happineſs, it muſt alſo be equal- 
ly neceſſary with reſpect to an endleſs Pu- 
niſhment, ſince to ſuppoſe the contrary, 
would affect both equally alike, and we 
ſhould then have no more Reaſon to pro- 
miſe ourſelves the one, than to dread the 
other. Theſe Argument duly conſidered 
and reflected on, muſt, I ſhould hope, 
have ſuch an Effect, as to convince us all 
of the Neceſſity we are under of becoming 
true Iſraelites, in whom there is no Guile, 
if we be at all deſirous of ſecuring a Man- 
ſion in the New Jeruſalem. 

HavixG thus ſhewn the Neceſſity we 
all lie under of performing an impartial 
Obedience to all the Divine Commands, 
if we would attain Eternal Life, it of 
Courſe follows, that to reſiſt the Powers 
that are ordained of God, muſt be ſuch 
an Affront to the Sovereign Power of the 
Almighty, as muſt needs render thoſe who 
are guilty of it, obnoxious to the Penalty 
annexed to ſuch a Tranſgreſſion, viz. Eter- 


nal Damnation. This will appear till 


more 
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more evident, if we conſider the chief 
End for which God may. be ſuppoſed 
to have inſtituted Government, viz. the 
Maintenance of true Piety and Virtue in 
the World. And that this was one prin- 
cipal End the Almighty had in View in 
thus Eſtabliſhing Government amongſt 
Mankind, ſeems to be very ſtrongly im- 
plied from the Words of St. Paul in my 
Text, that Rulers are not a Terror to 
Good Works, but to the Evil; if we will 
not then be afraid of the Power, let us do 
that which is good, and we ſhall have 
Praiſe of the ſame. 

Ir then we oppoſe our Governors in 
the Execution of their lawful Authority, 
let us a little reflect, whether by ſuch a 
Proceeding we ſhall not in the End be 
found to be oppoſing of God, which but 
to think of, mult ſurely cauſe every Serious 
and truly Pious Heart to tremble. And 
why ſhould you reſiſt Authority? If vou 
lead Lives conformable to the Laws, which 
as I have proved above, are agreeable to 
the Precepts of the Goſpel of Chriſt, you 
are under their Countenance and Protec- 
tion? Is it not Madneſs then to oppole that 
which is to ſecure you in the Peaceable 
Enjoyment of your Civil and Religious 
Rights and Liberties, which if ſubverted 


by your forcible Oppoſition, will leave you 
| dg- 
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defenceleſs to the lawleſs Attacks of the 
Spoiler and Murderer. And if the Laws 
be not put in Execution againſt thoſe Diſ- 
turbers of Society, whom gentler Me- 
thods would not keep in Subjection, what 
muſt be the Conſequence, but that a falſe 
and miſguided Pity ſhewn to theſe, wall 
prove a very unjuſt Cruelty to thoſe whoſe 
Lives and Actions are both the Orna- 
ment and Defence of every well governed 
State. 

THESE Arguments in behalf of Govern- 
ment, I thought a Subject by no Means 
improper to enforce upon your Minds at 
this Seaſon, when the Government ſum- 
mons us to take Cognizance of thoſe Ir- 
regularities that may have been committed 
in the Community, and to puniſh Otfend- 
ers; and not only ſo, but likewiſe to ad- 
moniſh you not to be led away in the ſame 
Error, by which ſome of your unfortunate 
Countrymen in a neighbouring County 
were laſt Year ſeduced, and on that Ac- 
count were ſtirred up to oppole in a very 
riotous and tumultuous Manner, the erect- 
ing thoſe Houſes of Induſtry which our 
Government has thought proper to ap- 
point, in order to eale in fome Meaſure 
the Indu l ious Farmer of the greit weight 
that at pcſent lays upon him in maintain- 
ing the Pcor, and that the Poor them- 

ſelves 


%). 


ſelves might be better taken care of, and 
more comfortably ſupported than they are 
at preſent. Yet this ſalutary Scheme, 
has, thro' a wrong Conſtruction, and the 
malicious and falſe Inſinuations of ill de- 
ſigning Men, been eſteemed not only by 
the poorer Sort of People, but even by 
many of the Farmers themſelves, as an 
Infringement upon the Liberty of the 


Subject, and a Means to enſlave the great- 


eſt Part of the Nation. 

Bor I beg you to permit me, before you 
give entire Credit to ſuch idle Stories, to 
explain to you the Nature of theſe Induſ- 
trious Houtes, that ſo you may avoid that 
fatal Rock, on which ſo many of your 
Neighbors have ſuffered Shipwreck, and 
who will ſhortly be called upon by their 
Governors to anſwer for ſuch their riotous 
Proceedings. Now the Intention of theſe 
Houſes of Induſtry, as appears by the 
Act of Parliament, is to maintain in a de- 
cent and frugal Manner our poorer Breth- 
ren. Thoſe, who are entirely paſt their 
Labor, thro' the Infirmities of either Age 
or Diſeaſes, to have ſuch Care taken of 
them, as both Humanity and the Law of 
Chriſt, will oblige us to. It will be ex- 
pected indeed of the Younger Sort, who 
are in Health and Vigor, that they ſhould 


do their Endeayors to earn a Maintenance, 
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which ſhall then be allowed them in a 
plentiful Manner ; and Children will have 
the Happineſs, by a proper Education, of 
being inſtructed in the Knowledge of their 
Duty towards God, their Neighbor and 
themſelves, which is now moſt ſadly neg- 
lected amongſt our poorer Brethren, and 
indeed cannot well be avoided on account of 
their unhappy Circumſtances. The profli- 
gate and abandoned will ikewiſe be puniſh- 
ed; but ſo they are now when detected, 
and for the Benefit of Society it were to be 
wiſhed, that they could be oftner than they 
are. But if they will be Induſtrious, Regu- 
lar, Sober, Obedient and Religious, they will 
find that their Rulers are not a Terror to 
good Works, but to the Evil; if they will 
not then be afraid of the Power, let them 
do good, and they ſhall have Praiſe of the 
tame. 

Bes1DEs, let them reflect that if they 
will uſe their utmoſt Endeavors to main— 
tain themſelves, then that they will not be 
obliged to come into theſe Houles ; but, 
if ſooner than do that they will inſiſt upon 
a Pariſhes maintaining them, I can ſee no 
Reaſon they can have of Complaint, if 
Pariſhes join to render that Burden more 
tolerable, which is now indeed become 
almoſt inſupportable. Far be it from me 
to countenance from this ſacred Place, and 
before 
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before ſo reſpectable an Audience, any thing 
that ſhall tend to oppreſs the Poor. But 
then I think it my Duty and agreeable to 
the Office I here ſuſtain, rightly to inform 
you of the Nature of that Inſtitution, 


which is really calculated as well for your 


Benefit, as for the Redreſs of your Neigh- 
bors. 

To conclude; let us all in our ſeveral 
Stations mutually endeavor to befricad ech 
other; let us act honeſtly and candidly by 
every one, and let buth Rich and Be 
equally join in affiſting the impartial Diſ- 
tribution of Juſtice, and by a ſtrict Con- 
formity to the Precepts of the Golpel, let 
us endeavor to draw down the Divine 
Bleſſing upon all our lawful and honeſt 
Undertakings; then ſhall we have no Rea- 
ſon to dread here the Puniſhment of our 
temporal Rulers, nor yet in the laſt Scene 
of our Lives depart off this Stage with 
the feartu] Expectation of receiving that 
Sentence from our juſtly incenſed Judge, 
Go ye curſed into Everlaſting Fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels; but 
that we may be found in the N umber of 
thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, whom their Mer- 
ciful Saviour ſhall meet with this gracious 
Welcome, Well done ye Good and Faithful 
Servants, ye have been Faithful over a jew 
Things, I will make you Rulers over many 


H 2 Things, 
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Things, enter ye into the Foy of your Lord. 
May God of his infinite Mercy grant to 
be the Lot of all who hear me this Day, 
for the Sake and Merits of the ſame Re- 
deemer and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to which 
Father and Son, together with the Holy 
Spirit, the Eternal I hree in the ever Bleſ- 
ſed and undivided Unity, be aſcribed, as 
is moſt juſtly due, of us all Men, all 
Love, Honor and Obedience, Dominion 
and Power, Adoration, Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, both now, and through ſucceeding 
Periods of Time, to all Eternity. Amen. 


Religion the trueſt and beſt Bulwark of a 
Nation: 


A 


S ER M ON. 


CATHEDRAL CHURCH, 
AT 
NORWICH, 

On Tueſday in the As Wes, July 29, 1 766. 


BEFORE THE RIGHT HONORAPLE 


Sir THOMAS PARKER, Knt. 


Lord chief BARON in the Court of ExcyrqQues. 


AND THE HONORABLE 


Sir STIDNEY STAFFORD SMYTHE, Knt. 


One of the Barons of the ſame Cour, 
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PROVERBS, XIV. 34. 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is 
a Reproach to any People. 


F the Honor and Happineſs of a Na- 
tion in general reflect for the moſt 
Part a degree of both upon every particular 
Member of it, it is doubtleſs every one's 
Intereſt as well as his Duty to contribute all 
he can to the procuring and preſerving to 
his Country thoſe Bleſſings. To this Mo- 
tive amongſt others, were thoſe many In- 
ſtances owing, which the Hiſtory of all 
Nations furniſhes with. For tho' there may 
ſeem from the Accounts of ſome Hiſtori- 
ans, to have been Men of ſuch brave and 
generous Spirits, as to have had no felt 
intereſted View in all that they did, yet 
if we allow them to have been moved in 
ſome Meature to thoſe noble Exploits re- 
corded of them, by the Glory, the Ap- 
plauſe and Renown, which generally fol- 
towed ſuch Actions, we cannot fay they 
H 4 Were 
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were wholly diſintereſted ; for Glory when 
accompanied with a good Conſcience, is 
certainly the greateſt Bleſſing a Man is ca- 
7g of in this Life; 'tis the moſt valua- 

le of all the Objects of Human Defire ; 
'tis what the Philoſophers call a Divine 
Thing, the beſt of all outward Goods, 
the moſt honeſt Fruit and largeſt Reward 
of Virtue; 'tis that in fine which the un- 
erring Wiſdom of God declares to be bet- 
ter than all other earthly Things, and pro- 
poſes as a Reward and Encouragement to 
Goodneſs, We do not therefore in the 
leaſt derogate from the Merit of thoſe re- 
nowned Perſons, whoſe Induſtry has been 
ſtirred up, whoſe Courage has been in- 
fluenced, and whoſe Conſtancy has been 
ſupported in the Proſecution of worthy 
Enterprizes for the Publick Good, by the 
Honor and Glory they ſhould gain there- 
by, ſince that is what the common Ap- 
prehenſions of Men, the plaineſt Dictates 
of Reaſon, the Judgments of the viſeſt 
Scholars, and even God himſclt commend 
unto us as a moſt precious and conſiderable 
Bleſſing. 

Now among all the' ways whereby a 
Nation may be rendered Great and Noble, 
may be exalted with Glory, and bleſſed 
with Proſperity, there is none more con- 
ducive to thoſe excellent Ends and Pur- 

| poles 
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poſes than the Encouragement and Prac- 
tice of true Religion, ſince that tends in 
its own Nature to procure thoſe Bleſſings, 
and indeed ſecures them to it, by drawing 
down upon it and engaging the Favor and 
Protection of God himſelf. Now it thoſe 
wife Heathens, we juſt now mentioned, 
were induced to procure for their Country 
all the Benefits and Advantages they could, 
by the Glory and Honor they ſhould gain 
thereby, and we greatly Value them on 
that Account; how much greater Reaſon 
have we to Honor and Eſtzem our moſt 
gracious Sovereign, whoſe Regard for this 
is Native Country is actuated by the moſt 
noble Principle of all, viz. the Honor and 
Glory of God, which he is giving us moſt 
convincing Proofs, as well by his own 
Piety and Virtue, as likewiſe by the Care 
he is always taking to promote and eſtabliſh 
the fame amongſt his Subjects, by having 
made fo prudent a choice of Mien, Whoſe 
Office it is to fec that the Laws relating 
thereto are duly put in Exccution amongſt 
us, whoſe Lives and Examples reflect an 
Honor upon that high and important Of- 
fice they ſuſtain. Add to all this, that he 
never Protects or endeavor to Screen any, 
tho' of the firſt Rank and Order among(t 
us, who ſhall by any flagrant Crime or 
Miſdemeaner incur a Breach of them, 
where- 
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whereby he diſcountenances to the utmoſt 
of his Power, all Vice and Immortality, 
Prophaneſs and Debauchery in every Per- 
ſon of what Rank or Condition ſoever ; 
by which means he encourages as far as 
lies in his Power, every thing that tends 
to the Encreaſe and Eſtabliſhment of true 
Religion and Virtue. How happy may 
we then reckon ourſelves to be under the 
Government of ſuch a Wiſe and Pious 
Prince, and ought therefore moſt ſincerely 
to beg of the Almighty that he would be 
pleaſed to preſerve his Precious Lite, fo 
that we may long enjoy this moſt ineſti- 
mable Bleſſing; and we may hope that 
God will lend a favorable Ear to our Pe- 
titions, if we will, in Imitation of the 
Royal Example, endeavor to promete by 
our own Lives and Converſations, true 
Piety and Goodneſs. For we may aſſure 
ourſelves that that will be the only way to 
continue his Favor towards us; for as 
Solomon in my Text aſſures us, ſo we 
ſhall find it true, in Experience; hat 
Righteouſneſs, or in other Words, Reli- 
gion alone it 1s that exalteth a Nation, 
but Sin is the Reproach, and will therefore 
' ſeoner or later be the Ruin and Deſtruction 
of any People. Upon this Confideration, 
let us take a View of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion (for that I hope in a Chriſtian Au- 
dience 
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dience I may be allowed to call the true 
Religion) and ſee how uſeful all the Vir- 
tues it enjoineth are, to preſerve a Nation 
in a quiet and flouriſhing State, and how 
neceſſary towards the Maintenance of pub- 
lick Order and Traffic, upon which that 
depends. 

Now moſt of the Diſorders that happen 
in any Community ariſe chiefly froni Men 
of reſtleſs and turbulent Spirits, from Men 
who regard nothing but their own private 
Intereſts, whoſe Paſſions are under no 
reſtraint or controul, and who therefore 
think themſelves under no other Obliga- 
tions to the obſervance of Juſtice and Hu- 
manity, than what their own Humors and 
Diſpoſitions incline them to. But the 
Chriſtian Religion informs ſuch Perſons, 
how fatally they are miſtaken: That 
recommends upon the ſtrongeſt Motives 
and Arguments a meek and quiet Temper, 
a juſt regard to the Publick Good. That 
aſſures them that they will in the End 
find it their trueſt Intereſt to be quiet. and 
orderly in their Stations, diligent in their 
Callings, fincere in their Words, upright 
in their Dealings, affectionate to their Re- 
lations, reſpectful and obedient to their 
Superiors, and affable to their Equals and 
Inferiors. That informs them how much 
it will conduce to their Advantage and Sa- 

tis faction 
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faction to root out of their Hearts all 
Spite and Rancour, all Enoy and ill Na- 
ture, all Pride and Haughtineſs, and all 
Evil Suſpicion and Jealouſy. What a 
vaſt Number of Evils and Inconvenien- 
cies they will avoid by reſtraining their 
Tongues from all Slander, Detraction and 
Reviling, all bitter and harſh Language. 
That moſt Wiſe Diſpenſation engageth 
Men to be of a Liberal Spirit, and to 
prefer the Public Good before any private 
Convenience, before their own Opinion 
and Humor, their Credit or Reputation, 
their Profit or Advantage, their Eaſe or 
Pleaſure. The Chriſtian Religion in ſhort 
commandeth Men to reſtrain their Appe- 
tites, to be temperate in all their Enjoy- 
ments, to obſtain from all irregular Plea- 
ſures, which may corrupt their Minds, 
enervate their Underitandings, impair their 
Healths, waſte their Eſtates, ſtain their 
Reputations, or prejudice their Peace or 
Repoſe. That raiſes their Minds from 
the fading Glories and the vaniſhing De- 
lights of this World, and fixes their 
Thoughts, their Defires, their Endeavors 
upon Objects moſt worthy of them, Ob- 
jets High and Heavenly, Pure and Spi- 
ritual, and which will for ever be the ſame. 
AND ſhall we not then do all we 
can to ſupport and eſtabliſh this Religion, 
which 


2 - 1 

which tends ſo much to ſecure the Peace 
and Happineſs of our Nation? Wicked 
and deſigning Men will be always En- 
deavoring to rob us of that moſt ineſtima- 
ble Treaſure and ſtrongeſt Bulwark of 
Society. Our Foreign Enemies will ſee 
with Pleaſure ſuch their pernicious Pro- 
jects meet with Succeſs, and will aid and 
aſſiſt them in ſuch their Undertakings, as 
well knowing that nothing is more eaſy 
then to deſtroy a People, when they have 
once parted with that which is their firmeſt 
Baſis and Support. If we ſearch the Mo- 
numents of former Ages, and conſider 
the ſtrange Revolutions which have hap- 
pened in the mighty Empires and King- 
doms of the World, we ſhall find no one 
Circumſtance more conſiderable than this, 
that thoſe Nations by which others were 
ſubdued, have been remarkable for nothing 
ſo much, as for the Virtues oppoſite to 
the moſt prevailing Vices amongſt thoſe 
who were overcome by them. Thus 
when the Chaldean Monarch fell, the 
Perſians who conquered them, were emi- 
nent for nothing more than their great 
Temperance and Frugality, while the Ba- 
bylonians periſhed thro' their Luxury and 
Effeminacy. When afterwards the Perſſan 
Monarchy degenerated into the ſame Vices, 
they fell under the Power of the Mace- 
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domans, becauſe they were at that Time 
more Free than any other People from 
thoſe ſoftning and deſtroying Vices, and 
when the Perſian Luxury had infected 
their Conquerors, the ſevere Diſcipline 
and Virtue of the Romans made them more 
Succeſsful in ſubduing the remaining Parts 
of the Grecian Empire, than either their 
Numbers or Courage could; and when 
the Romans themſelves fell into as great 
a degeneracy of Manners, as any we ever 
read of, they became an eaſy Prey to the 
Goths and Vandals, who had neither Prac- 
tice nor Skill in Military Affairs, but were 
rude and unexperienced, and who had 
been held in the utmoſt Contempt by thoſe 
very Perſons they ſubdued. What then 
was the Reaſon of ſuch their ſurpriſing 
Succeſs * Why Salvian informs us (who 
lived in thoſe Times, and knew and wrote 
againſt their Manners and Immoralities 
with all imaginable Strength and Elegan- 
cy) that it was owing to the very ſevere 
Chaſtity of the Goths and Vandals, among 
whom Fornication was ſeverely puniſhed, 
and Adultery was a Crime ſcarce heard of; 
whereas all manner of Uncleanneſs and 
Licentiouſneſs did abound among the Ro- 
mans. But was there no other Cauſe of 
all theſe Evils; yes there was one (which 
I with to God there was no Reaſon to 
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reproach us with) they were indeed called 
Chriſtians as well as we, but they were 
fallen into. that Degree of Irreligion and 
Atheiſm, that nothing was more common 
among them then to ridicule and ſcoff at 
Religion. Twas ſuch their Prophaneneſs 
that opened the Breach and let in that De- 
luge that overflowed them; twas this that 
gave Strength to their Enemies Arms, 
who were Devout and Pious, who ac- 
knowledged a Divine Providence, made 
their ſolemn Supplications to God before 
their Victories, and returned to him, to 
whom it alone was due, the Praiſe of 
them afterwards. 

Tax preſent Enemies of our Religion 
pretend indeed to be great Patrons of Mo- 
rality, and would have us believe that 
their Diſputes about the Meaning of the 
Chriſtian Doctrines cannot have any bad 
Effect with Relation to that. But ſurely 
no reaſonable Man can be ſo weak as not 
to ſee, that the calling in queſtion one 
Part of our Bleſſed Saviours Revelation, 
muſt leſſen the Force and Credit of the 
other. For it Men can once be brought 
to think 1t not incumbent upon them to 
believe the Doctrines he has revealed upon 
his Authority alone, they will quickly 
perſuade themſelves that it is equally as 
unnecceſlary to follow the Rules and Pre- 
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cepts he has laid down for the Conduct of 
their Lives; ſince if his Authority be not 
ſufficient in the one Caſe, it will equally 
prove as weak in the other. For the 
Reaſons for giving Credit to any Author 
or Teacher of Religion muſt be Uniform : 
If a Man falſely pretend to an Authority 
to require my Belief of ſome particular 
Doctrines, I nave great Reaſon to ſuſpect 
him in other Caſes, becauſe nothing but 
an honeſt and ſincere Man is worthy of 
my Credit and Regard in any Caſe, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe of a Religious Nature. 

Tuls the Oppoſers of Chriſtianity, and 
therefore Enemies of Mankind are ſuf- 
ficiently ſenſible of, tho' they are Cunning 
enough to conceal it. They cannot be 
latisfied with the common Benefits of So- 
ciety; therefore they imagine that if they 
are once able to unhinge Men's Minds, 
and thereby bring Things into a State of 
Anarchy and Confufion, they ſhall then 
be able to carve for themſelves, and in the 
common Hurry ſecure a larger Share of 
the Spoil. If they were openly to declare 
their Sentiments againſt Morality, and to 
aſſure Mankind that there were no ſuch 
Things as Virtue and Vice, that People 
therefore are under no Reſtraint, but are 
at Liberty to act as they pleaſe, they know 
the Generality of Mankind are ſo fully 
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perſuaded of the contrary, that they would 
not give the leaſt Attention to what they 
aſſert, but rather look upon them with ſcorn 
and contempt, and treat them as they really 
deſerve, like the common Peſts of Society. 
They therefore proceed in a more artful 
Manner, and if Men be not well aware of 
them, will thereby compaſs their Ends. 

M have been long brought up in 
the Opinion that the Practice of Moral 
Duties is Incumbent on them, nor can 
they be eafily perſuaded to believe the 
contrary, It muſt be by many artful 
windings and turnings that they can be 
brought to think indifferently of the Ne- 
ceſſity of Juſtice and Equity. Our Ad- 
verſaries therefore knowing this, begin 
with Cenſuring ſome particular Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, or perhaps 
abſolutely denying that there are any ſuch 
Doctrines inculcated, or elſe interpreting 
them in ſuch a Manner that their Gloſſes 
{hall quite conceal the real Meaning of 
the Doctrine which the Goſpel inculcates, 
and caſt another upon it, which it was 
never intended to have, not doubting, but 
if they ſhall be able by this Means to bring 
into Diſcredit what our Bleſſed Saviour 
has delivered in thoſe Points, or at leaſt 
to render them confuſed in their Opinons 
about them, it will then be no difficult 
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Matter to proceed, and to make People 
think as indifferently concerning the Ne- 
ceſſity of all Moral Duties, the Directions 
concerning both proceeding from the ſame 
Divine Inſtructor. So that let theſe Oppoſers 
of true Chriſtianity, I mean, ſuch as it 
is taught and handed down to us in the 
Goſpel, pretend as much as they pleaſe, 
to be the great Patrons of Morality, we 
have ſufficient Reaſon to ſuſpe& their 
Deſigns, ſince a Diſregard to it is the ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of all that they In- 
tend or Deſign. 

Many likewiſe of the Doctrines of 
the Church of Rome have the ſame tend- 
ency, ſuch as thoſe which preach up Par- 
dons and Indulgences, and works of Su- 
pererogation, Doctrines entirely calculated 
to draw off Mens Minds by degrees from 
having that Veneration for the great and 
ſubſtantial Duties of Morality which the 
Precepts of the Goſpel impreſs upon them, 
in as much as they aſſure them, that 
Chriſt has promiſed them Pardon of all 
their Sins, tho' never ſo many or never ſo 
great, or which they have perſiſted in to 
the laſt Period of their Lives, if ſo be 
they do but confeſs them to a Prieſt, and 
are deſirous of receiving Abſolution at his 
Hands, which is leſſening as far as lies in 


their Power, all true Regard for Morality, 
With- 
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without appearing at firſt ſight to intend 
it. Thus do they deceive Men, and lull 
their Conſciences to fleep, till awaking 
in Eternity, they then ſhall find themſelyes 
fatally deceived. 

Tur like Arts and Stratagems do ſome 
of our modern Enthuſiaſts take, tho' ſome- 
what in a different Manner. Their Doc- 
trine is, that if a Man does but believe 
in Chriſt, and rely wholly upon the Merits 
of his Death and Sufferings, tho' his Life 
and Converſation ſhould happen to be en- 
tirely Contrac ictory to the direct Precepts 
of the Goſpel, yet he ſhall be ſaved, as 
God will bring him, by an irreſiſtible 
Grace, time enough unto Salvation: A 
Doctrine which ſaps the Foundation of 
all Religion, as it wholly deſtroys that 
Principle which only can render it re- 
e 71 in Man, and therefore acceptable 
to God, viz. the free Will of Man. For 
if Men are to look upon themſelves only 
as mere Machines, without any Power 
or Will of their own to dire& them, they 
may very juſtly Complain on being called 
to account for thoſe Actions, which ac- 
cording to this Syſtem of things, they 
could not help performing; every Sanction 
of Religion becomes uſeleſs and unneceſ- 
ſary, and the whole Chriſtian Scheme for 
Salvation is at once fooliſh and abſurd. 

3 59 . 


( 136) 
But how contrary to this are the Doctrines 
of our Saviour as delivered in the Goſpel. 
We are there taught, that without aſking, 
the Spirit will not be given, nay not even 
then, unleſs we, aſking with Faith, truſt 
in the Promiſes of God. 

Now this implies Free Will, and 

roves that our Saviour never intended 
that we ſhould rely upon the entire Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as not to make uſe of our Endeavors 
to live according to the Precepts of the 
Goſpel, but only that we might aſſure 
ourſelves, that if we were not wanting 
on our Part, in exerting all our Faculties 
and Abilities to perform the Will of God, 
that then the Almighty in Compaſſion to 
our Infirmities would grant us the Grace 
of his Holy Spirit to co-operate with us, 
and thereby to ſupply our manifold De- 
fects. But to proceed. 

Now there are other Adverſaries of our 
Holy Religion, who have charged it with 
being defective in Point of Morality, and 
from thence have inferred that it could 
not be of Divine Original, . ſince if God 
had been the Author of it, it would have 
been abſolutely perfect in that as well as 
other Reſpects. The Points they inſtance 
in, are private Friendſhip and Zeal for the 


Public Good. Theſe, they ſay, our Re- 
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ligion does not particularly require of us, 
but that they are Virtues purely voluntary 
in a Chriſtian. But let us examine a little 
into the Matter. By Friendſhip they tell 
us, is not meant that common Benevolence 
and Charity, which every Chriſtian is 
obliged to ſhew towards all Men, and in 
eo op towards his fellow Chriſtians, 

is Neighbor, Brother and Kindred of 
what ever Degree, but that peculiar Re- 
lation, which is formed by a Conſent and 
Harmony of Minds, by mutual Eſteens 
and reciprocal Tenderneſs and Affection, 
and which we emphatically call Friend- 
ſhip. But I would aſk theſe Men, what 
it is that makes this Friendſhip a Virtue ? 
They will not ſurely Anſwer, that it is 
the bare Relation which Friends ſtand in 
to each other, that makes it ſo, if they 
do, they may as well call Brotherhood, 
or Neighborhood, or Acquaintance, or a 
Similitude of Studies or Education Virtues. 
But certainly that which makes Friendſhip 
a Virtue, conſiſteth in thoſe mutual good 
Offices, by which it is cultivated and pre- 
ſerved ; and if ſo, tho' the Word Friend- 
ſhip be not to be found in the whole New 
Teſtament, yet thoſe Offices which adorn 
that Relation, which are the only Virtues 
of it, and which are eſſential to it, we 
ſhall find commanded by the Chriſtian 
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Law. That obliges us to every thing that 
is Virtuous and Praiſe worthy, or even of 
good Report, and in the moſt diſintereſted 
Manner to do good, where we hope for 
no return, We are by that commanded 
to be of the ſame Mind one towards 
another, and to perform all the mutual 
Offices of Affection and Benevolence; and 
when this happens to be more remarkably 
done between a few, we call it Friend- 
ſhip; but then it is only limiting thoſe 
Expreſſions of Kindneſs and Good Will 
to ſome Particulars which the Chriſtian 
Religion commands more univerſally to 
every one that is capable of receivin 

them. Nay I make no difficulty of Af 
firming, that there is not any particular 
Office of this their ſo much applauded 
and admired Friendſhip, but what is more 
eminently contained in $7. Paul's Charac- 
ter of Charity. And whoever reads the 
New Teſtament will find, that that Love 
of our Neighbor, which is there enjoined, 
and made the grand Mark and Charac- 
teriſtic of a Chriſtian, comprehends in it 
all the Offices of Kindneſs 'which one 
Man can owe to another in any Relation. 
A Friendſhip built upon any other Prin- 
ciples than what Chriſtian Charity recom- 
mends, 1s ſo far from being a great Virtue, 
that it is nothing elſe but a want of Social 
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Affection to the reſt of Mankind. And 
the like may be ſaid for the Love of our 
Country, which can never be a Virtue, 
but when it proceeds upon a Principle of 
Univerſal Benevolence, and a defire to 
perform the greateſt Good we can to our 
tellow Creatures. 

HAviNnG then thus examined into thoſe 
Objections of our Adverſaries againſt our 
moſt Holy Religion, as far as concerns 
the Subject we are upon, we are all, I 
hope, convinced of the weakneſs of them, 
and of their Deſign in making ſo great 
a Stir about them. That how much 
ſoever they would be thought Friends of 
Mankind, they plainly appear to be their 
greateſt Enemies, by endeavoring to un- 
ſettle their Minds with reſpect to Religion, 
which all Wiſe Men have ever regarded, 
as they have found it to be the only Foun- 
dation and Bulwark of all Society. For 
there is nothing that will be able to keep 
Men ſteady in the performance of their 
Duties in their ſeveral Stations of Life, 
but that which can reach their Conſciences, 
to effect which nothing can prevail ſo 
much, as a firm Belief of the Doctrines 
of Religion. When all Human Methods 
fail, the Ties which that lays upon the 
Conſciences of Men, will hold them faſt. 
They who have their Minds once furniſhed 
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with the true Principles of Chriſtianity 
are not to be tempted from their Obedi- 
ence to the Laws and Subjection to thoſe 
who are ſet over them, thro' any worldly 
Confiderations, becauſe they are firmly 
perſuaded, that whoſoever reſiſteth Au- 
thority, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; 
they who therefore reſiſt, ſhall receive 
to themſelves Damnation. 

Ir therefore we have any regard for the 
Honor and Glory of our Sovereign, and 
earneſtly deſire the Proſperity and Hap- 
pineſs of the Community of which we 
are Members, let us manifeſt ſuch our 
Reſpect for them, by encouraging and 
promoting all we can the Belief and Prac- 
tice of true Religion; for we are aſſured 
by the Spirit of God in my Text, that 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin 
15 a Reproach to any People. With re- 
ſpect to particular Perſons this Life is a 
State of Trial and Probation only, ſince 
they are capable of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in another Life after this; But with 
reſpect to Nations and Kingdoms, this 
World is the only Place for God to ſhower 
down his Bleſſings upon, or viſit them 
with his Judgments in. 

LET us then take Care, leaſt either by 
our Prophaneneſs or Superſtition, or by 
the Immorality and Wickedneſs of our 
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Lives, we provoke the Almighiy to viſit 
us with his Judgments ; but let us rather, 
not only with our Lips, but alſo in our 
Actions expreſs the grateful Senſe we en- 
tertain for the many Bleſſings we enjoy 
under the happy Auſpices of our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign, and with Sincerity of 
Heart, beg of the Almighty to continue 
them to us and our Poſterity in his Illuſt- 
rious Houſe; ſo ſhall we approve ourſelves 
good Chriſtians and good Subjects, ſecure 
to ourſelves in this our Mortal State, 
the Divine Bleſſing and Protection, and 
upon the cloſe of it quit this Stage with 
a good Hope full of Immortality. Which 
God of his infinite Mercy grant, may be 
the Lot of all who hear me this Day, even 
for the Sake and Merits of his eternal and 
only begotton Son Jetus Chriſt, our moſt 
Bleſſed Redeemer and Saviour; to which 
Father and Son, together with the Holy 
Ghoſt, the adorable I hree in the ever Bleſ- 
ſed and undivided Unity, be aſcribed, as is 
molt juſtly due, of us all Men, all Love, 
Honor and Obedience, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion, Adoration, Praiſe and Thank(- 
giving, both now, and through ſucceeding 
Periods of Time, to all Eternity. Amen. 
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F? HE World perhaps will be ſurpriſed 
at ſeeing a Diſcourſe in Print, which 
it ſeems, when delivered from the Pulpit, 
gave great Offence. But the Author's 
Reaſon for thus ſubmitting it to the Peruſal 
of the Public is, that he finds it has been 
miſrepreſented by ſome, and miſunderſtood 
by others, owing be hopes, in a great Mea- 
ſure, to its not being clearly heard by the 
Audience, who were very numerous upon 
that Occaſion. By publiſhing it therefore, 
they have new an Opportunity given them 
of reconſidering it; and if it is read with 
the ſame Candor and Impartiality with 
which it was compoſed, their Prejudices 
againſt it will, he ſhould hope, be then en- 
tirely removed. 


To?cRorT, Jan. 20, 1707. 


I. THESSALONIANS, IV. 11. 


That ye ſtudy to be Quiet, and to do your 
own Buſineſs, and to work with your 
Hands, as we have commanded you. 

* E Peace and Happineſs of Man- 

kind even in this World, is one 
great End our gracious Creator had in 

View in all his ſeveral Diſpenſations. To 

this End tend his Law delivered to Moſes 

from Mount Sinai, and the various Ex- 
hortations to the Obſervance of it by ſuc- 
ceeding Prophets; and our Bleſſed Saviour 
was ſo far from having any Deſign by his 
coming to deſtroy either the Law or the 

Prophets, that by the Precepts of the 

Goſpel he fulfilled them, or ſupplied 

what was wanting or deficient in them. 

Former Diſpenſations had only aimed 

at Vices themſelves, but the Goſpel ſtrikes 

at the Root from whence they proceed. 

By confining People to their own Buſineſs 


and to what alone concerns them, it of 
Courſe 
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Courſe prevents their injuring or diſ- 
turbing their Neighbors in their Atfairs, 
and thereby preſerves Love and Affection, 
Peace and good Order amongſt them. 

Or this Nature is the Apoſtle's Precept 
in my Text, which may not improperly 
be called a Precept of our Bleſſed Lord, 
ſince St. Paul gave it, as inſpired by 
his Divine Spirit, And never was there 
a greater occaſion for enforcing it, than 
at preſent, when a Seditious Spirit ſeems 
to have gotten Poſſeſſion of the Nation in 
General, which has broke forth here and 
in many other Parts of the Kingdom, in 
the moſt Outrages, Tumults and Diſ- 
orders, tending to deſtroy all Order and 
Decorum, by ſetting afide the Legiſlative 
Authority, thereby endeayoring, as far as 
they were able, to overſet our moſt ex- 
cellent Conſtitution, the dreadful Con- 
ſequence of which mult have been a total 
Anarchy and Confuſion. 

THAT theſe tumultuous Diſorders were 
put a ſtop to, before the Effects of them 
became ſo terrible, was, under Providence, 
owing to the vigorous Interpoſition of the 
Civil Power, who ſhewed by their ſpirited 
Behavior upon this Occaſion, that they 
would not unconcernedly ſet down to be- 
hold them trampling under Feet their 
Laws and Liberties, and deſtroying and 

con- 


( 149 ) 


confounding the Rights and Properties of 


their Neighbors and, fellow Citizens. 
Putting this noble Reſolution in Execu- 
tion, they ſoon reduced things into their 
former Order and Regularity, which 
through the Prudence of that worthy 
Gentleman, * who this Year preſides at 
the Head of this City, and that of the 
other Magiſtrates and principal Inhabi- 
tants, together with the Aſſiſtance of a 
Military Force, which his Majeſty was 
graciouſly pleaſed to order them at their 
Requeſt, have ſince been preſerved. The 
Ring Leaders of this horrid Diſturbance 
being taken and committed to Cuſtody, 
Application was made to our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign for a Special Commiſſion 
to try and bring them to ſpeedy Juſtice; 
which his Majeſty, ever ready to hearken 
to the reaſonable Requeſts of his Subjects, 
whom he governs with all the Tender- 
neſs and Affection of a Parent, has con- 
deſcended to grant them. Theſe unhappy 
Criminals therefore will ſoon be made 
ſenſible, that as they have dared to tram- 
ple upon Authority, the Rulers and Diſ- 
penſers of it are the Miniſters of God, 
Revengers to execute Wrath upon them 
for ſuch their Preſumption. 
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Bur I am ſenſible, that though Things 
are thus outwardly * and compoſed, 
yet that there is ſtill a Spirit of Strife 
and Contention lying lurking within the 
Breaſts of ſome, which only waits a con- 
venient Opportunity of exerting itſelf 
again in the like dreadful Tumults and 
Diſorders. It is therefore my Duty, as 
a Miniſter and Diſciple of the Prince of 
Peace, and agreeable to the Office J here 
Suſtain, to warn them (if there be any 
ſuch here, as in all probability there may) 
of the Danger they expoſe themſelves 
to in diſturbing the Public Peace, and 
thereby endeavoring to draw every thing 
into Anarchy and Confuſion, ſince they 
may aſſure themſelves, that they will be 
vigourouſly oppoſed, and when brought to 
Juſtice, be convinced that their Rulers 
bear not the Sword in Vain, and hkewiſe 
to exhort them {ſeriouſly to conſider, that 
by proceeding after this Manner, they 
not only deſtroy their temporal Peace and 
Quiet, and bring Infamy and Diſgrace, 
Wretchedneſs and Poverty both upon 
themſelves and Families, but -they like- 
wiſe act repugnant to his Laws, before 
whoſe Tribunal they will be judged, 
whom they will find to be no reſpecter 
of Perſons, but he that doeth Evil, ſhall 
receive for the Evil that he hath done, 

viz. 
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viz, his Portion in that dreadful State, 
where the Devil and his Angels are re- 
ſerved in everlaſting Chains under Dark- 
neſs, unto the Judgment of the great 
Day. | | 

To this Purpoſe therefore I propoſe 
laying before them the Duty incumbent 
upon us all to live in Peace and Quietneſs 
with our Neighbors; for which End I 4 
thought, I could not pitch upon any Sub- | bl 
ject more proper than the Advice of St. } 
Paul to his Theſſalonian Converts, viz. 
Of fludying to be Quiet and to do their own 
Bufineſs, and to work with their own 
Hands, as be had commanded them. I will Wt 
therefore in the further Proſecution of Wy 
this Subject, firſt enquire, what we are 
to underſtand by the Words themſelves, 
and then ſee the Benefits which will ariſe 
from the Obſervance of the Duty en- 
Joined in them, and the Obligations we 
all are under to ſuch Obſervance. j 

Now the original Word, Þiadhuacha, ' 
which is here tranſlated to ſtudy, is of 5B 
a very intenſe Signification. It implies a 
great Earneſtneſs and Intention of Mind, 
tuch as Men .are wont to uſe in the 
Purſuit of Reputation and Applauſe, of 
the Honors and Preferments of this 
World, and by its Etymology denotes a 
Man's placing * therein, and 
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regarding it as a Point of Honor. It is 
certain Holy Emulation, and what the 
P oft Heſiod very elegantly calls «yab1 epida, 
a good and honorable Contention. 

BuT what are we thus earneſtly to 
ſtudy after? It muſt ſurely be ſomethin 
of a very difficult and arduous Nature ; as 
yet it is only to be Quiet, to live Peaceably 
and Amicably with one another. But 
why then | ſhould the Apoſtle make ule 
of a Word, implying ſuch a Vehemence 
of Care and Deſire? If he had com- 
manded us upon ſome harſh diſagreeable 
Duty, ſuch an Expreſſion had not been 
improper; but to be Quiet only, one 
would imagine to be the moſt eaſy, agree- 
able Duty to us of any. The judicious 
and inſpired Writer therefore cannot mean 
by the Word, novxuCev, to be Quiet, that 
we ſhould ſet ourſelves down in à flothfu) 
Idleneſs, or paſs away our Lives in 
drouſy Indifference, without minding or 
regarding what paſſes in this World. For 
this were quite contrary to our Nature, 
and entirely inconſiſtent with what we 
were originally intended fon; all our Parts 
and Faculties being formed for, and their 
Health and Powers depending upon an 
induſtrious Exerciſe and Activity. It muſt 
therefore be ſomething elle, which the 
Apoſtle means by being Quiet, ſomething 


he 
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he intends thereby to adviſe us againſt, 
that is inconſiſtent with doing our own. 
Buſineſs, with minding our own Affairs, 
which in the following Words he im- 
mediately exhorts us to. And what elſe 
can that be, but that Spirit of Strife and 
Contention, which has ever ſince the fall 
ſhewn itſelf to have taken hold of the 
human Breaſt, owing in a great Meaſure 
to an 1dle pragmatical Medling in what 
does not concern us, a curious Inquilitive- 
neſs into our Neighboris Affairs, an en- 
vious Spirit at beholding him in a more 
flouriſhing Condition then ourſelves, tho' 
it be in a great Meaſure owing to our 
own Sloth and Profuſeneſs that he is ſo, 
or elſe to that ungenerous, unbecoming 
Behavior, which St. Paul deſcribes in his 
firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, of ſuch as wan- 
der from Houſe to | Houſe, who are not 
only Idle, but Tatlers alſo, and Buſy 
Bodies, ſpeaking Things which they ought 
not, as abuſing their Governors, talking 
diſreſpectfully of their Superiors, endea-. 
voring to render contemptible the Doc- 
trines and Precepts of Religion thro” their 
diſſolute Mirth and prophane Jeits; di- 
vulging the Secrets and private Cancerns 
of Families, Defaming and Ceniuring 
Things which they perhaps are no proper 
Judges of, and thereby ſowing the Sceds 
| | W K 3 of 
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of Diſcord and Contention amongſt their 
Neighbors and fellow Citizens, the terri- 
ble Conſequences of which we too often 
find to be ſeditious Tumults and Diſ- 
orders. | HY 

From one or other of theſe Cauſes, 
I make no doubt, did the late Commo- 
tions here ariſe, As Idleneſs and a Love 
of Company, which is commonly attend- 
ed with an Exceſs of Drinking, to the 
great Impair of their Healths and For- 
tunes, drew many «together, they naturally 
fell into Diſcourſe about the Hardſhips 
they each ſuſtained from Poverty and 
Want, which they, blind to their own 
Miſconduct, as is too often the Caſe, 
wholly imputed to the high Price Pro- 
viſions bear at this particular Seaſon, and 
which they likewifs imagined, was en- 
tirely owing to the Extortion of thoſe, 
who ſupply our Markets with the Neceſ- 
ſaries and Conveniencies of Life. As theſe 
Notions had made great Impreſſions upon 
their Minds, and they found their Diſ- 
treſſes every Day encreaſing, they ſoon 
raiſed their Paſſions to ſuch a Pitch, that 
they became Deaf to the cool Voice of 
Reaſon, would hearken to no Counſel 
or Advice, but immediately excited ſuch 
Diſturbances, as ſeemed to threaten a 
total Overthrow of all Order and Re- 

gularity, 
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gularity, Equity and Juſtice; their Aim 
being not ſo much to redreſs their own 
Grievances (at leaſt they took not the 
right Way to do ig as to confound and 
deſtroy every Neceſſary of Life, and to 
level thoſe with themſelves, who being 
placed by Providence in ſuperior Stations, 
lived therefore in more Eaſe and Affluence 
than they could do, and thus were theſe 
Rioters the Means of ſubverting that re- 
gular and truly beautiful Subordination 
which our Creator has appointed for the 
better carrying on the Deſigns of his Pro- 
vidence in this lower World.. By their 
Proceeding therefore in the Manner they 
did, they not only oppoſed their Gover- 
nors and the Laws of their Country, but 
were actually engaged in Rebellion againſt 
their God. 

WHEREAS had they followed the 
Apoſtle's Advice in my Text, of ſtudying 
to be Quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, and 
to work with their own Hands, as he had 


commanded them; they would in the firſt 


Place have not been involved in thoſe diſ- 
treſſed Circumſtances they then found them- 


ſelves to be in, which indeed the Dearneſs 


of Proviſions at this Seaſon rather encreaſ- 


ed, as they might then have employed that 


Time, which they had now, it is but 
too probable, ſpent in Idleneſs and Folly, 
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in providing Means to obtain, if not all 
the Conveniencies, yet at leaſt the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, and not only ſo, but 
would alſo have eſcaped ſpending in Ex- 
ceſs and Debauchery what might have 
{ſupported their Families for ſome Time, 
tho' not perhaps in that Abundance, as 
is the Caſe, when Proviſions are fold at 
cheaper Prices. 

SECONDLY, this Manner of Proceeding 
would have cauſed them to reflect on 
what might be the Cauſes for that ex- 
ceſſive Dearneſs of Proviſions at this par- 
ticular Juncture. Whether it was wholly 
owing to the Extortion of thoſe concerned 
in ſelling them, or whether there might 
not be ſome other Reaſon alledged, that 
might equally account for it, and that in 
a Manner more becoming us as Chriſtians 
to ſuppoſe? For if it was wholly owin 
to the firſt Cauſe, they muſt ſuppoſe theſe 
People to be entirely void of common 
Juſtice and Humanity, which to imagine 
ſo many of our fellow Chriſtians to be 
guilty of, with no other view, than mere- 
ly to diſtreſs them and enrich themſelves, 
is ſuch a Breach of that Royal Law of 
Charity, which our moſt excellent Re- 
ligion commands us to ſhew to every one, 
as ought to make any of us Bluſh, who 
could be ſo ungenerous as to give the 


leaſt 
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leaſt Harbor to ſo unworthy an Opinion 
of them. Beſides could they imagine 
that their Superiors would ever long Ran 
permitted them to have been guilty of 
ſuch 'an Extortion towards their poor 
Neighbors, when, if they had entertain- 
ed no Conſideration for them, which I 
am ſure they never found to be the Caſe, 
they muſt have ſeen, if they in the leaſt 
reflected upon it, that the Burden of it 
would in the End have fallen upon them- 
ſelves. 

Ir then from ſome ſuch Conſiderations 
as theſe they ſhould have perceived that 
the dearneſs of Proviſions at this Time 
was not entirely owing to the Extor- 
tion of thoſe concerned in the Diſpoſal 
of them, they would then have been na- 
turally led to have enquired into what 
other Cauſe it might be aſcribed; and if 
upon ſuch an Examination, they ſhould 
find that this Dearneſs was in a great 
Meaſure owing to a Failure in the laſt 
Year's Crop, they would then have per- 
ceived that this was not entirely owing 
to thoſe who are concerned in ſupplying 
our Markets, but that it was directed by 
the Hand of Providence, who for ſome 
Wiſe or juſt Reaſon or another had inflict- 
ed on us this Calamity ; either to con- 
vince us that we are not abſolutely to de- 


pend 


( 158 ) 
pend upon our own Induſtry and Skill 
in the Culture and Management of our 
Lands, vainly imagining that alone to be 
ſufficient to procure us a Plenty, but that 
we are likewiſe indebted to him for our 
Maintenance and Support, who at firſt 
created us, and is continually preſerving 
us, and who alone is able to make our 
Cup run o'er with Oil and Wine. Or 
elſe as a Puniſhment to correct and amend 
in us what he may ſee amiſs in our Con- 


duct and Behavior; and this if we duly 


conſider it, we may juſtly ſuppoſe to be 
the Caſe. For never was there a greater 
Occaſion for ſuch Correction than at pre- 
ſent, when Vice has publicly erected her 
Standard, and her Cauſe is ſupported by 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, Rioting 
and Exceſs, and every other Species of 
Licentiouſneſs and Diſſolution. If then 
our unhappy deluded Brethren had in the 
leaſt reflected upon any one of theſe 
Cauſes, and had ſeriouſly weighed and 
pondered them in their Minds, we may 
Charitably ſuppoſe they would have pro- 
duced ſuch happy Effects, as would have 
prevented them from launching forth into 
ſuch Exceſſes, as they have now unfortu- 
nately been engaged in, would have made 


them tremble, but barely to think of 


the Conſequences of ſuch their Conduct; 
eſpeci- 


C9} 
eſpecially when they came to reflect, that 
they had by ſuch their Behavior been 
found fighting not only againſt the Laws 
of their Country, but likewiſe againſt 
their God and Saviour. 

You ſee then, my Brethren, by this 
ſhort Sketch, Le as I am ſenſible 
it is, to what Cauſe it was owing that 
your Poor unhappy Neighbors have brovght 
themſelves by their great Miſconduct into "1 
ſuch fatal Circumſtances, as renders it 1 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety of the 
Community, and as an Example to others, 
to bring them to condign Puniſhment ; 
and likewiſe how great a Guilt they have 
hereby drawn upon their Souls, which, 

_ unleſs timely repented of, will render 
them offenſive in the ſight of the Al- 
mighty. 

LET me then entreat thoſe of you 
who may be inclined to the ſame Wa 
of Thinking, to conſider well what yon 
are doing, not to be raſh and impetuous 
in your Reſolutions, not to hearken to 
every idle Story that ſhall be told you, in 
order to inflame your Minds with Anger 
and Diſcontent. This indeed requires 
great Care and Caution to guard yourielves 
againſt. For not only the natural Curi- 
oſity which is in moſt of us, and the 
Pleaſure we are apt to take in either tel- 


ling 
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ling or hearing ſome new Thing, ſome 
Grievance that relates to either ourſelves 
or Neighbors, but alſo the like Diſpoſi- 
tions in others make us in continual Dan- 
ger of falling into this Vice. For what- 
ever command we may have over our- 
ſelves, how able ſoever we may be to 
ſuppreſs what we ourſelves are ſo Subject 
to, yet as there are many others, who 
will always take a Pleaſure in informing 
us of any thing of this Nature, we ought 
to be particularly careful, leaſt we ſuffer 
our Paſſions to be raiſed and inflamed by 
the Stories they ſhall inform us of. For 
as theſe are Temptations that ſeem to fall 
in with our natural Humors and Incli- 
nations, it is therefore the more Dange- 
rous, and conſequently demands the great- 
er Circumſpection. 

To avoid as much as poſſible any 
Temptations of this Nature, I muſt beg 
them to permit me to impreſs upon 
their Minds, the Advice of the Apoſtle 
in my Text, viz. to be Quiet, i. e. to live 
Peaceably and Amicably with one another, 
laying aſide all Animoſities, Angers and 
Contentions, to endeavor as far as lays 
in their Power to befriend each other, 
to love as Brethren, in ſhort, never to do 
that to another, which, all Circumſtances 
conſidered, they would not have done to 


them- 
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themſelves. To remove, or at leaſt leſſen 
the principal Grievance they have / Jong 
been, and are ſtill complaining of, viz. 
the Diſtreſſes themſelves and Families 
undergo from the Dearneſs of Proviſions, 
let me - adviſe them, to do their own Bu- 
fineſs, and to work with their own Hands, 
as the Apoſtles, who were commiſſioned 


by our Blefled Lord and Saviour himſelf 


to preach the Goſpel, have commanded 
them. For as ſuch a Practice will not 
only keep them out of Idle and Diforderly 
Company, and thereby hinder them from 
hearing'any thing that may inflame their 


Minds; ſo will it likewiſe be a Means of 


keeping them from waſting that little Pit- 
tance which ſhould go towards the Sup- 
port of themſelves and Families, and by 
a proper Induſtry in their reſpective cal- 
lings, encreating the ſmall Income they 
at preſent Poſſeſs. For I will venture to 
attirm that there are many in this great 
and populous City, who are now grapling 
with Poverty and Diſtreſs, who, had they 
been Induſttious to have earnt a Main- 
tenance might have enjoyed a pleaſing 
Competency, notwithſtanding the preſent 
Scarcity there is amongſt us. 

Ap above all, I would adviſe every 
one of us to impreſs upon our Minds 


Religious Principles; for theſe well ground- 
ed 
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ed and eſtabliſhed, will prove the Means 
of Curbing thoſe reſtleſs and uneaſy 
Thoughts, which too often ariſe in our 
Minds. Religion does not extirpate but 
regulate our Paſſions. It makes us con- 
tented with our Station in Life, what- 
ever it may chance to be; becauſe it is 
that which Providence has aſſigned us. 
It makes us Fs under what ever 
Misfortunes we may be, becauſe it teaches 
us to join our Bleſ ed Redeemer in ſaying, 
Not — Will, O God, but thine be done. 
It inſtructs us to love our Brethren not 
only as they were created by the ſame 
Almighty Power, but more eſpecially as 
redeemed by the fame moſt precious 
Blood. It commands us to be Induſtri- 
ous in our Callings and Stations, by aſ- 
ſuring us. that if we will not Work, 
neither ſhall we Eat. It enjoins us to 
be Obedient to Government, and to ſub- 
mit to Authority; becauſe there is no 
Power but of God, and the Powers that 
be, are ordained of God. To our not 
having duly conſidered theſe Things, and 
not being actuated by theſe Principles of 
Religion, may be aſcribed thoſe many 
Crimes and Enormities that at preſent pre- 
vail amongſt us. 

Ir each of us then would endeavor 
cn to our ſeveral Abilities to im- 

preſs 
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preſs them upon the Minds of others, 
and at the ſame Time ſuffer them to have 
their due Effet upon ourſelves, then 
might we hope to eſcape thoſe Divine 
Judgments with which Nations and King- 
doms are generally threatned for their 
Impieties; our poorer Brethren might 
then reaſonably expect the charitable Aſ- 
ſiſtance of their richer Neighbors, and 
Experience the bleſſed Effects of it in 
ſeaſonable Supplies; and all of us, both 
Rich and Poor, be entitled to his Divine 
Protection, who has promiſed, that if 
we endeavor to perform his Will on Earth 
as it is done in Heaven, that he will 
bleſs us with Peace, Plenty and Proſperity 
here, will grant us the Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit to guide and direct us in our 
Paſſage thro*' this World, and upon our 
departure out of it, will for the Sake 
of his only begotten Son, Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord and only Saviour, receive us 
into thoſe Bleſſed Manſions, where Love, 
Harmony and Peace for ever dwell, there 
to be admitted to the Fruition of him, 
in whoſe Preſence will be fulneſs of Joy, 
and at whoſe Right Hand, are Pleaſures 
for Evermore. To whom with the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, but one 
God, be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, 
of us, of all Men, of Angels and Arch- 
Angels, 
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Angels, Cherubims and Seraphims, all 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, Adora- 
tion and Praiſe, Love, Honor and Obe- 
dience, both now, and through ſucceeding 
Ages to all Eternity. Amen. 
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Angels, Cherubims and Seraphims, all 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, Adora- 
tion and Praiſe, Love, Honor and Obe- 
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IV. REVELATIONS, 13. 


And I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying 
unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead, 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth : 
Yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their Labors; and their Works do 
follow them. 


PH OUGH the Revelations of St. 
2 the Book out of which the 
Words now read to you are taken, be 
generally thought to contain many Things 
difficult to be comprehended by us in this 
our Mortal State, yet the meaning of my 
Text muſt be allowed to be Plain and 
Eaſy, it being a Solemn Declaration . of 
the Bleſſed State of Good Men after this 
Life; which, that it might not paſs un- 
obſerved by us, is introduced with a So- 
lemn Preparation and Addreſs, in order 
to procure our more particular Attention. 
I heard a. Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto 
me, write, Bleſſed are the Dead which die 
La in 
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in the Lord from henceforth ; for the far- 
ther Eſtabliſhment of which, the Spirit 
is made 10 give Teſtimony to it, by al- 
ledging the Reaſons for ſuch a Declara- 
tion; Yea ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their Labors, and their Works 
do follow them. 22 
Tag - Judicious Compilers of our moſt 
excellent Liturgy, paid ſo great a regard 
to this. Paſſage of Holy Writ, and thought 
it ſo well worthy our more particular 
Obſervation, that they took it into the 
Service they compoſed for tne Burial of 
the Dead, by way of Conſolation to the 
Friends of the deceaſed. For. fince our 
Bleſſed Lord hath now conquered Death, 
thoſe that die in the Lord, are no more 
to be lamented, but ſhould be the Subjects 
of our Joy; their Work being done, 
their Warfare accompliſhed, they now 
enjoy Crowns of Victory as the Reward 
of their Labors. $36 
WERE it not for theſe comfortable Aſ- 
ſurances, how dreadful muſt be the Ap- 
proach of Death, not only to the Parties 
themſelves, but alſo to their Friends and 
Relations. Death is not agreeable to Hu- 
man Nature; it 1s the Puniſhment in- 
flicted on it for the Tranſgreſſion of our 
firſt Parents. Upon its Approach then 
had Man no Expectation, no Hope of a 
future 
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future State to ſucceed this, but his whole 
proſpect ſhould centre in the diſmal View 
of Annihilation, it would by no Means 
be ſurpriſing that at that dreadful Hour 
his Soul ſhould ſhrink back, and he ſhould 
join with Hezeliab in Prayer to God to 
ſpare him yet one fifteen Vears more. 
Nor in theſe Circumſtances would this 
melancholy Scene be confined to the dying 
Perſon only, but it would extend its In- 
fluences to his deareſt and moſt valuable 
Connections. For when the Hour ſhould 
Approach that the deſire of their Eyes 
ſhould be taken from them, thoſe, for 
whoſe ſake Life is ſo defirable, without 
the leaſt Hope or Expectation of their ever 
meeting again, who could blame them, 
who could reprove them, if, like as Ra- 
chel is deſcribed by the Prophet as Mourn- 
ing for her Children becauſe they were 
not, they ſhould likewiſe weep and mourn, 
and refuſe to be comforted, fince Death 
had pronounced an Eternal Separation. 
But now Lite and Immorality are brought 
to Light by the Goſpel, and we are by 
that aſſured, that here we have no con- 
tinuing City, but we ſeek one to come, 
we look upon ourſelves only as Sojourners, 
who mult paſs thro' the Gate of Death, 
before we can arrive at the Heavenly 
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Bor notwithſtanding theſe comfortable 
Aſſurances, Death is to many of us ſtill 
very terrible, and we cannot even now 
ſupport the thought of its approaches 
without great Horror and Conſternation 
that thoſe two dear Companions, the Soul 
and Body ſhould not ſeparate from each 
other without ſome Reluctance may eafily 
be accounted for, as by their Creator they 
were originally intended to have always 
been Aſſociates to each other, and never 
have experienced a Separation; their 
parting therefore is to be looked upon as 
a Puniſhment for the Sins of Mankind, 
which, tho' inflicted in the mildeſt Man- 
ner imaginable, muſt ſtill be irkſome and 
diſagreeable. But it muſt be owing to 
another Cauſe that the Approach of Death 
ſhould make us tremble and ſhrink back, 
as unable to ſupport the Thoughts of it. 
And what is that? Our own Conſciences, 
if we put this Queſtion home to them, 
will ſoon inform us, that it is entirely 
cving to our corrupt Lives and Conver- 
ſations. We are conſcious to ourſelves 
that our Actions being ſinful muſt be 
diſpleaſing to the Almighty. We are 
therefore apprehenſive, that when we 
come to appear before him, he will re- 
fuſe to acknowledge us, and pour forth the 
Vials of his Wrath upon us. This is the 


great 
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great Sting of Death, which we can never 


extricate, unleſs we firſt remove the Cauſe, 
and that is only to be done by a ſincere and 
hearty Repentance, not to be deferred to a 
Death. bed, when we can give but little 
Proof of its being ſincere, 175 when we 
are in full Health, and in the perfect Vigor 
of our Conſtitutions. How dreadful then 
muſt the Conſideration of that State be, in 
compariſon of which even Annihilation is 


rather to be wiſhed for and deſired! How 


ſhocking not only to the Perſon himſelf, 
who 1s upon the Point of Departure, but 
to any one, who has the leaſt Connection 
with him, to think, that as ſoon as this 
Scene 1s once cloſed, his State 1s unalterably 
fixed, and that without the leaſt Proſpect, 
the leaſt Hope of Salvation. For the 
Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven 
againſt all Ungodlineſs, againſt all who 
hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. This 
indeed muſt be owned to be a melancholy 
Proſpect. But is there no way to avoid 
and eſcape this dreadful Evil? Ves; Holi- 
neſs of Life and Obedience to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel will remove all that dreadful 
Array with which Death is often accom-- 
panied, and the Proſpect of it will then, 
inſtead of being ſhocking, be rather pleaſ- 
ing and deſirous, inaſmuch as we are aſ- 
ſured by the Spirit of God, that thoſe who 
L 4 dic 
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die in the Lord, are bleſſed, becauſe they 
reſt from their Labors and their Works'do 

follow them. 1 31 
Tuts, it is much to be wiſhed, was the 
general Condition of Mankind; but human 
Nature is frail and weak, and every Mo- 
ment liable to be ſeduced by thoſe who lie 
in wait to deceive. In order then to eſcape 
the Pollutions of the World through Luſt, 
we ſhould endeavor to follow the Precept 
left us by the great Law-giver Moſes, viz. 
To conſider our latter End. This we ſhould 
find to be true Wiſdom, as Death is what 
we all muſt one time or other undergo. 
No Man can tell how ſoon it may be his 
turn ; for though now to all appearance he 
may be in his full Strength and Vigor, and 
from his natural Conſtitution he may pro- 
miſe to himſelf many Years yet in ſtore, 
vet before the next Moment be arrived, 
Death may ſtrike him, and according as 
his Actions ſhall then appear to the great 
Judge both of quick and dead, ſhall be the 
everlaſting Condition of his Soul. Provi- 
dence has lately been pleaſed to afford us 
many Inſtances of this ſudden approach of 
Death ; amongſt ſome of which I beg 
leave to mention that of your late worthy 
Rector, who in company with his Friends, 
and in the midſt of Converſation, was with- 
out any immediate previous Warning called 
away 
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away from this earthly tranſitory Scene of 
Things to that State which admits of no 
change or alteration. To him indeed ſuch 
a ſudden change was far from being un- 
welcome, as his whole Life and Conver- 
ſation were ſtrictly conformable to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel. As a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, he not only rebuked Vice, but was 
himſelf a Pattern of the Virtues he en- 
forced. | In his private Character, he was 
an affectionate Huſband, a kind and indul- 
gent Maſter, and a ſincere F riend. In all 
his ſeveral Dealings with Mankind, he was 
Juſt, upright and honeſt. In him the Poor 
ever found a Friend; and. to viſit t 

fatherleſs and Widow in their AMittion, 
and to comfort and relieve them was his 
conſtant and daily Practice. In making 
uſe of the Enjoyments of Life he ſet an 
amiable Example of Moderation and Tem- 
perance. Theſe his moral Perfections were 
all adorned, and, if I may ſo ſpeak, enobled 
by a moſt exemplary Piety and a ſerious 
Regard to Things of a Religious Nature, 
The Will of God he endeavored to make the 
Rule of his Actions, and where he found 
human Frailty interfered with his Duty, he 
with an humble and pious Hope implored 
the Divine Aſſiſtance to direct his Steps to 
the way of Peace. Thus prepared, Death 
without the uſual low Methods of Diſcaſe 
and Pain, was the greateſt Favor the Al- 

mighty 
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mighty could confer on him ; for next to 
being exempted wholly from Death, gu 
ting the World in the manner he did, is 
certainly moſt eligible. We do indeed in 
our Liturgy pray againſt a ſudden Death; 
but the meaning of that Petition I take to 
be, againſt our being removed hence, be- 
fore we are prepared. As none of us can 
be certain how ſoon it may be our Lot to 
be called hence, and ſummoned to Judg- 
ment, that our Lamps may not then be to 
trim, let our Bleſſed Savior's Caution ever 
be freſh in our Remembrance, viz. 70 
watch, becauſe the Son of Man cometh af an 
Hour when we know not, that whenever he 
cometh and knocketh, we may joyfully 
welcome his Return, as hoping to be re- 
ceived with that Divine Salutation, well done 
ye good and faithful Servants, ye have been 
Faithful over a few Things, I will make you 
Rulers over many Things, enter ye into the 
72 of your Lord. The way and means 

ereto is to examine our Lives and Con- 
verſations by the Rule of God's Command- 
ments; and whereinſoever we ſhall per- 
ceive ourſelves to have offended, either by 
Will, Word, or Deed, there to bewail our 
own Sinfulneſs, and to confeſs ourſelves to 
Almighty God, with full purpoſe of A- 
mendment of Life. This is the Advice our 
Church gives us, when ſhe exhorts us to 


partake of the Holy Sacrament, and which, 
if 
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if we would follow, would make us not 
only meet Partakers at that Holy Table, 
but qualify us likewiſe for thoſe unſpeak- 
able Joys which are prepared for them, 
who love and fear God. But the Misfor- 
tune is, though we hear this often repcat- 
ed, yet we ſeem to pay little or no Regard 
to it. For if we did, we could not be fo 
flagrantly negligent in the performance of 
that Holy Rite, as we are, nor yet lead 
ſuch Lives, as muſt make Death, when- 
ever he approaches, dreadful and ſhocking 
to us only to think of. It is very common 
for ſuch Perſons, when under theſe un- 


happy Circumſtances to ſend for their 


Miniſter, though perhaps in their time of 
Health, not only he, but the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion itſelf hath been the Subject of their 
diſſolute Mirth and Scorn. And then, his 
Advice, his Aſſiſtance, his Prayers are 
earneſtly begged for and entreated. But 
alas! what can we then do? We are un- 
der almoſt as great a Difficulty as them- 
ſelves what either to think or ſay. Loth 
we are to declare our Sentiments, and yet 
the neceſſity of their Caſe makes us afraid 
of concealing them. We are fearful of 
throwing them into Deſpair on the one 
Hand, and of raiſing in them falſe and 
groundleſs Hopes on the other. We are 
obliged therefore to keep to general Topics, 
open 
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open to them by Degrees the Nature of 
the Chriftian Covenant, and uſe all the Art 
we can to bring them to a hatred of Vice 
and a love of Goodneſs, without oppreſſing 
or overwhelming their Minds all at once 
with a Senſe of their own vileneſs, leaſt 
they ſhould think themſelves quite out of 
the Reach of God's Mercy. And after we 
have done all we can, we part from each 
other with equal Fear and Doubt, and can 
only with for what we would gladly have 
better Grounds for. Who then that rightly 
conſiders this, would ever expoſe himſelf 
to ſuch wretched, ſuch deplorable Circum- 
ſtances! It is now by the Mercy of God 
in our own Power to prevent all this. By 
an immediate Repentance and Reforma- 
tion, and perſevering in the Ways of Piety 
and Virtue, we may ſo far fit and prepare 
ourſelves againſt the Hour of Death, that 
it ſhall never find us unprovided. 

Wo then that ever ſeriouſly reflects on 
the Conſequences of Things, can heſitate 
one Moment, whether he ſhould put in 
Execution ſo laudable a Purpoſe. No Man, 
1 am ſure, that ever beheld the Agonies 
and Deſpair of a dying Sinner, but would 
dread- the doing any Thing. that ſhould 
bring him into the like Circumſtances : 
and on the contrary to ſee with what Com- 
poſure and Serenity of Mind a f good 

an, 


1 
Man, one who has always endeavored to 
make as far as he was able the Will of 
God the Rule of his Actions, receives his 
Summons out of this Life, but muſt with 
Balaam cry out, Lord, let me die, the Death 
of the Righteous, and let my laſt End be like 
Bis. Yet, notwithſtanding the apparent 
Truth of theſe Obſervations, behold we 
the general Behavior of Mankind, and we 
ſhould immediately conclude, that they 
neither dreaded the one, nor deſired the 
other, but were fully convinced that with 
this Life their Exiſtence was wholly to 
terminate. They however, who act in 
this thoughtleſs manner, and in the time 
of Health have deſpiſed the Threats and 
rejected with Scorn the Precepts of the 
Goſpel, ſhall nevertheleſs in a dying Hour 
bear Atteſtation to the Truth of them, 
and earneſtly beg for ſome ſmall Portion 
of that Time which they have heedleſsly 
ſquandered away in Intemperance and De- 
bauchery, in Luxury and Riot, in Scur- 
rillity and Blaſphemy. To warn Men of 
theſe Things is the Duty and Buſineſs of 
every one, who has the Glory of God and 
the good of his fellow Creatures at Heart ; 
but it more eſpecially belongs to the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel to execute this Office 
with Care and Fidelity, fince they are com- 
miſſioned to preach the Word; to be in- 
ſtant 
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ſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon; to re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffer- 
ing and Doctrine. In conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charging the Miniſterial Function I have 
known none more eminent than your late 
worthy Paſtor, who embraced every Op- 
portunity that offered to warn Men of 
their Vices, and with all Diligence exhort- 
ed them to turn from the Error of their 
Ways to Newneſs of Life. And this he 
did not only from the Pulpit, but likewiſe 
in private Converſation, which, whatever 
the generality of the World may think, is 
one great Part of the Miniſterial Office. 
This he performed too with much greater 
Advantage than many of us, with Grief. 
and Concern I ſpeak it, can do, as his Life 
and Converſation in no reſpect contradicted 
either the Advice he gave, or the Precepts 
he enforced, eſteeming thoſe inexcuſable, 
whoſe Examples are contradictory to the 
Doctrines they preach. Under ſuch an 
Inſtructor then, to have remained unmov- 
ed, would have argued a Spirit truly incor- 
rigible. I hope none therefore, who have 
enjoyed the Benefit of his InſtruQtion, are 
to be rankt in the number of thoſe, who, 
like the deaf Adder, ſhut their Ears, and 
refuſe to hear the Voice of the Charmer, 
charm he never ſo wiſely. There are 
many, I make no doubt, who upon hear- 


Ing 
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ing from the Pulpit a Diſcourſe ſetting 
forth to them the Doctrines of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Temperance, and Judgment to come, 
have like Felix trembled, and have then 
reſolved to break off their Sins by Repent- 
ance, and lead for the future Lives more 
conformable to the Precepts of the Goſ- 
pe ; who yet, when they are returned 

ome, and there meet their former Com- 
panions, ſoon ſhake off all their late good 
Reſolutions and forget their trembling ; and 
now the Preacher is abſent, they no longer 
remember his Doctrine, except it be with 
Diſpleaſure for his Reproof. And yet 
there is ſcarce one of theſe Perſons, but who 
upon hearing the Words of my Text, that 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, 
but would approve it as a moſt comfortable 
Aſſurance, and moſt fincerely defire that 
they might be found in that Fin Num- 


ber; and who, ſhould any one inform them 


that from the Courſe of their Lives they 
could have no well-grounded Expectations 
for ſuch a Hope, but would tremble at the 
Thoughts, and their Souls perhaps be fill- 
ed with Anguiſh and Deſpair. What then 
is to be done? The Anſwer is plain and 
eaſy. That Men ought not to deceive 
themſelves with the vain Hopes of obtain- 
ing Heaven, when they are deſtitute of 
thoſe Qualifications that are eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceflary for their Admiſſion into thoſe Bleſ- 
ſed Manſions. For could we but con- 
vince Men that it is abſolutely impoſſible 
for a wicked Man dying in a State of Im- 
penitence to be happy after this Life, I am 
almoſt morally certain, that they would not 
lead the Lives they now do. And yet of 
the truth of this they might ſoon be con- 
vinced, if they would attentively read over 
the New Teſtament, without wreſting the 
plain meaning of Scripture in behalf of 
themſelves. But the Misfortune is, that 
Men are too apt to be ſelt-flatterers, to 
imagine that they are not ſo bad as they 
really are, and thereby continue to deceive 
themſelves, till either Sickneſs or old Age 
overtake them, and by turning the Mirror, 
clearly ſhew them their true Condition. 
Then is their fond Security often turned into 
Deſpair, and through the dreadful Appre- 
henſion of what is like to be their Fate in 
the other World, render themſelves totally 
unable of reſcuing themſelves from it. 
Having hitherto ſhewn that Impiety and 
Wickedneſs, if obſtinately perſevered in, 
will inevitably involve us in eternal Miſery, 
it clearly follows that they muſt be Bleſſed, 
who have been ſo wile as to break off their 
Sins by Repentance and a Reformation of 
their Lives. But in what does that Bleſſ- 
edneſs conſiſt ? If we ſearch the Scrip- 

| tures, 
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tures, we ſhall there find it to conſiſt in 
endeavoring to reſemble our Creator in Pu- 
rity and Holineſs ; and this we may do, if 


we will follow the Example our Bleſſed 


Maſter has ſet us, who went about doing 
good. And what Pleaſure can equal that 
of reflecting that we hereby act as becomes 
reaſonable ne ſhall render our ſelves 
acceptable in the Sight of God, the wiſeſt 
and the beſt of Beings, which will be a 
means of raiſing our Nature to a Dignity that 
it would otherwiſe be incapable of. There is 
no Man ſo wicked and abandoned I believe, 
but have in ſome part of his Life done 
Actions lovely and Praiſe worthy. Let 
him then recolle& the pleaſing Reflections 
which at that Time Re ariſen in his 
Breaſt from a conſciouſneſs of his having 
performed what he knew to be his Duty, 
and he may have ſome faint Idea, how 
great ir Happineſs muſt be, whoſe Life 
and Converſation are uniformly agreeable 
to the Rule of God's Commandments. 
This it is impoſſible ſhould be complete in 
this World, not only from the Imperfec- 
tion of every thing here below to render it 
ſo, but likewiſe * the many Sufferings 
and Vexations that Virtue is expoſed to 
from Vice and Immorality. This Provi- 
dence has wiſely contrived ſhould be ſo, in 


order to ween our Affections from the 
M Things 
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Things of this World, which otherwiſe 
would be too apt wholly to engroſs our 
Thoughts, and inſtead of raiſing us to 
what is ſpiritual and angelic, depreſs us to 
what is beaſtial and carnal. Was Man 
created for no other Purpoſes, than the 
Brutes that periſh, and was therefore com- 
pounded of nothing but what was corpo- 
ral, it would then behove him to enjoy 
Life while he could, to purſue every Plea- 
ſure, and gratify every Appetite, tho' even 
in that caſc weariſomeneſs would often 
ſucceed : but as this 1s not the caſe, and 
he is endowed with another Principle which 
is ſpiritual and eternal,” and with a Power 
likewiſe of diſcerning between Good and 
Evil, it 1s the higheſt Folly that can be 
imagined not to purſue that which has the 
nobleſt End in view, which is ſtill further 
encreaſed by conſidering, that the other 
will involve him in inevitable Miſery and 
Ruin. lie 

In the next World the virtuous and 
pious Man ſhall be inconceivably happy: 
he ſhall then reſt from all his Labors, from 
all the Troubles and Vexations he has met 
with in this World, and the Bleſſed Ef- 
fects of his Purity and Holineſs ſhall then 
attend him to Eternity. His Joy in Hea- 
ven will be full in Meaſure, pure in Quali- 
ty, and perfect in all Reſpect to the utmoſt 
Capacity 
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Capacity of his Nature. All his Parts and 
Faculties ſhall be raiſed to the higheft 
Pitch of Perfection; his Body become free 
from all Corruption and Decay, all Weak- 
neſs and Diſeaſe, and be rendered incor- 
ruptible, glorious and ſpiritual. His Soul 
be in its Nature perfected, in its Inclina- 
tions rectified, and fatisfied in its Appe- 
tites. His Underſtanding full of Light, 
clear and diſtin in the Knowledge of 
Truth, and free from all Error and Igno— 
rance. His Will be always inclined to 
that which is good, ever ready to comply 
with God's Bleſſed Will, and free from 
all Perverſeneſs and Weakneſs. In fine his 
Affections be ſet in a right Frame and 
Order, with conſtant Regularity tending to 
that which is truly good and excellent, 
and taking full Delight therein. In that 
Bleſſed State he ſhall enjoy the Bliſsful 
Preſence and Contemplation of God, re- 
garding him with Love and Favor, and as 
the Apoſtle aſſures us, be made like unto 
him ; the Preſence likewiſe of our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, God man, of the Holy Angels, 
and of all juſt Men made perfect. And 
what greater Happineſs can there be, than 
to reſemble God, the happieſt and moſt 
perfect Being in the Univerſe ? what a 
tranſporting Expectation is it, that we hall 
ſee and live with our Blefted Saviour, be 
M 2 admittcd 
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admitted into the Society and Company of 
Angels and Arch-Angels, and of the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men, freed from all thoſe Paſ- 
ſions and Infirmities, which in this Life 
render the Converſation even of the beſt 
of Men ſometimes troubleſome or diſa- 
greeable to one another. To meet with 
and converſe with all thoſe excellent Per- 
ſons, thoſe innocent and worthy Souls, 
whom we have ſeen, heard or read of in 
this World? And, which muſt in its Na- 
ture afford us a very great and patticular 
Satisfaction, with many of our dear Rela- 
tions and intimate Friends, even with thoſe 
whom we loved as our own Souls, and 
perhaps with many of our Enemies to 
whom we ſhall then be perfectly recon- 
ciled, notwithſtanding all the warm Con- 
teſts and peeviſh Differences which we had 
with them in this World. But there's {till 
a Circumſtance, the Conſideration of which 
muſt make this Happineſs, as great and 
excellent as it truly is ſtill more defirable, 
that is, its being eternal, that it will never 
have an End. As Heaven 1s an exceeding, 
ſo it 1s an eternal Weight of Glory. It 
would imbitter and leffen even the Plea- 
fares of Heaven, to ſee to an End of them, 
though it were at never ſo great a Diſtance, 
To conſider that this vaſt Treaſure of Hap- 


pineſs would one Day be exhauſted, by 
that 


) 

that after ſo many Years were paſt, we 
ſhould be again as wretched and miſerable, 
as we were once in this World, would 
often fill us with many uneaſy Thoughts, 
and render us ſometimes diſtreſſed even in 
the midſt of Happineſs, But when we 
conſider the Joys of Heaven, as endleſs in 
Duration, as they are complete and perfect 
in Degree, we can want nothing further to 
raiſe our Deſires and quicken our Endea- 
vors after them. 

ACTUATED by theſe Motives may we 
very well ſuppoſe, was this our deceaſed 
Friend, as the whole Tenor of his Life 
and Converſation was an amiable and en- 
gaging Proof. For under the Influence of 
theſe Principles he became exemplary in 
the Diſcharge of every Duty, religious as 
well as civil. In him we beheld the af- 
fectionate Huſband, the kind and obliging 
Neighbor, the exemplary, Divine, the pious 
and good Chriſtian, which all who knew 
him, will give their Teſtimony to. Well 
likewiſe will it be for us, if we will herein 
imitate his amiable Example, and by hav- 
ing, as he had the Thoughts of a future 
State, and the perfect and endleſs Joy and 


Happineſs of it always in our Minds, we 


ſhall thereby keep ourſelves ſteady in our 
Duty, and reckon the Troubles and Miſ- 


fortunes of this World not worthy to be 
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compared with the Glory that ſhall be re- 


vealed in us. Unto which Glory God of 
his infinite Mercy bring us all, for the 


Sake and Merits of his only-begotten Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt our moſt Bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour. Now unto the ever Rleſſed and un- 


divided Trinity, our God, our Light, our 


Truth, our Succour and Defence, our Re- 


fuge and Comfort, be aſcribed by us and 
all Men, all Honor and Praiſe, all Might, 
Majeſty and Dominion for Ever and Ever. 
Amen. 
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